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Nen 


PUBLISHER 


S common Prudence direls Men to provide 
themſelves with defenſive Arms, tho they de- 
fire nothing leſs than an occaſion to make ufe of 
| them ; ſo the Lower Houſe of Convecation, 
thought it neceſſary to put themſelves in a poſture of de- 
fence,by drawing up a Narrative of their Proceedings, 
tho they hop d there would be no occaſion to publiſh it: 
Not that they had the leaſt diſtruſt of their Cauſe, but had 
rather that this unhappy Controverfie had ſlept till next 
Seſſions; not doubting but by that time, Mens minds 


being freed from that heat and commotion which uſually 
ariſes from diſputes, Truth would have more eaſily gain'd 


admittance there; and that their Lordſhips would have 


no longer inſiſted upon a Power, not only very injurious 
and prejudicial to the Proceedings, but deſtruflive (as we 
conceive) of the very Being of the Lower Houſe, and 
yet of no real benefit to the Upper. | 

But contrary to our expectations, we found there was 
more than ordinary Induſtry us d throughout the Pro- 
vince, to prepoſſeſs the minds of the Inſeriour Clergy 
| A againſt 


The Publiſher, Gr. 


| againſt their Repreſentatives in Comvacation ; as if they 

were not defending their own, but invading the Rights 

of their Metropolitan and his Comprovincials, and 

trampling even upon Epiſcopacy it ſelf. I need make no 

Remarks upon the abſurdity of the Charge, the bare Liſt 
of Convocation-Men alone affording a ſufficient anſwer. 

Thus that Controverſie which was before confin'd to our 
own Walls, and ſhould have been buried there where it 
firſt had birth, became the common ſubjef of Diſcourſe : 
and as is uſual then, all Orders and Degrees of Men al. 
moſt, engag d themſelves on one or tother fide of the 

queſtion. An that this Ferment mig hi bg ſurg to þe kept 
up amongſt a, at faſt a little Pamphlet appear under 
the Title of, A Lotter to a Friend in the Country, 
pare waa, the Proceedings of the Preſent Convo- 
cation: This Pampblet did for ſome time continue what 
it is call'd in the Title, being, truly aud properly no more 
than a Letter to a Friend in the Country: for at firſt 
it was ſent by the General or Penny. Poſt to ſuch Perſons 
only as were known Fawourers of the Canſe it defends ; 
but after ſome time it was made more publick, and no 
longer ſbunn d the fight of the Oppoſite Party. 

Being thus privately at firſt diſpers'd only into the 
Hands of Friends, there were ſome Perſons every where 
prepar'd to cry it up, and in their Diſcourſe to defend the 
Argument; and nothing yet appearing ou the other ſide, 

#0 wonder that it ſhould be boaſted of by its Party, as 
an unanſwerable Paper, and that we hear of ſeveral 

Converts made by it. | 

However, it is an hondur we have no reaſon to exvy 
them; for the weakeſt Army is able to keep the Field 
while no Enemy approaches; and if ſome unwary Strag- 
lers falling in among them become theer Priſoners, I 
hope it will not be cail'd a Victory. We all know there 
are many Men who are apt to be prepoſſeſſed in Kuen, of 
thoſe. 


The Publiſher, &c. 

theſe who tell their Story firſt to them; and both the 
time and manner of the publication of this Letter, as 
well as management of the Argument, do all lead us to 
believe that it was writ chiefly for ſuch Readers ; ſo 
that if it gains its End, we ſhall not be much concern'd, 
as only 3 the opinion of ſuch Jadges as always re- 
ſerve one Ear for the Defendant. 

To them therefore and their impartial Judgment, I 


humbly tender that Narrative which was drawn up by * $f. 15. 
order of the Lower Houſe: of Convocation, and f ap- | Seq 25 


prov'd of by them ſo far as it could be finiſh'd during 
their Seſſion. Drawn up, I ſay, by order of the Houſe ; 
for the Publiſhing it, was afterwards wholly referr d and 
ſubmitted to the judgment of ſome few of their Members, 
whoſe Prudence they might very ſafely depend upon. But 
theſe Gentlemen were ſo far from ſending it too haſtily to 
the Preſs, that all the noiſe and triumph of our Adver- 
ſaries, and the blufter which this little Paper made in the 
world, could not induce them yet to think it adviſeable, 
much leſs 9 to make it publick : Neither did the 
importunity of their Friends prevail more upon them, 
who were jealous that our filence as things now ſtood, would 
be juſtly liable to a ſuſpicious couſtruction. I muſt needs 
own my ſelf to be of this opinion, and when I ſaw delay 
which I could not account for, I took the liberty of ſend- 
ing that Copy which was in my hands to the Preſs, aſſus 
ring the Reader that 'tis a very true one, and not doubt- 
ing of his thauks for it. | 

The Perſons whoſe Leave I ought to have had, may 
be angry with me if they pleaſe ; but tho' no body has a 
greater Reſpect for them than my ſelf, yet I could not pay 
ſuch a deference to their opinion, as to think the defence of 
ſo juſt a Cauſe ſhould be any longer protrafed I believe in- 
deed, T ought to ast their 3 for the ſmall additions I 


A 2 have 


The Publiſher, Cc. 
bave made to it but do not doubt of their Candbur, if they 
will be pleas d to conſider that their being plac d in the 
Margent will ſufficiently diſtinguiſh them from the Origi- 
nal Compoſition, if nothing elſe would; and that the 
Letter lately Printed, which varies ſo much from a Paper 


« cefl. 10, SENT us down by the Biſhops „tho for the moſt part taken 


out of it, and which was their bufineſs only to confi. 
der , as well as ſome other Occurrences, made it ne. 
ceſſary. . h 

If the Merits of the Cauſe were only to be conſider d, 
I ſhould have no farther trouble than to refer the Reader 
to the Letter and the Narrative: hut when ] find in the 
former, ſo many falſities obtruded upon the World, and 
unjuſt pretenſions wrongfully charg'd upon both Houſes, 
which very few Readers but the Members themſelves can 
diſcover ; I think I ſbould fail in my Duty both to their 
Lordſhips, and the Houſe I have the honour to ſerve 
in, if I did not upon this Occaſton take notice of 


if twas to be a Pattern for ever to all Writers of Con- 
troverſie. I ſhall not trouble my ſelf or the Reader 
with the ſeveral Paſſages which are juſtly exceptionable 
upon this account, but only content my ſelf with referring 
bim to one (pag. 1. C 2.) which contatns an Inſinuation 
which is ſufficiently intemperate; When he cautions 
his Friend in the Country, leaſt he ſhould he miſtaken iu 
what he means by the Lower Houſe of Convocation 
(as engag d in the preſent Controverſie with the Bi- 
ſhops) he ſays, he does not mean the whole Body of 
them, but a Majority, who are oppos'd by ſeveraſ of 


their own Members, Eminent for Learning, Piety 
and Wiſdom.. 


Here 


2 
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Here the Houſe is manifeſtly divided into two parts, 
the one it ſeems conſiſts of Members, Eminent for Learn- 
ning, Piety and Wiſdom ; and the other is a Majority; 
far be it from me to detract from this great Character 
which is given thoſe Worthy Gentlemen, whom we think 
miſtaken in this. Controverſie: I wiſh Learning, Piety 
and Wiſdom might be juſtly attributed to every one of 
our Brethren, and am glad theſe have them ſo publickly 
aſcrib'd to them ; but am ſure the more they partake. of 
them, the reudier they will be to acknowledg, that in 
Oppoſition to their Brethren (the Majority) theſe Ex- 
cellencies do not Eminently belong to them. 

I know it will be ſaid that no Reflection was defign'd 
upon the Majority, but only an honourable Character gi- 
ven of thoſe few Gentlemen who were engag din that Cauſe 
which this Author writes for, that he might ſeem by 
weight to ſupply the want of Numbers. But beſides, 
that their weight would make nothing for him, if the 
oppoſite were as weighty ; becauſe the diſproportion of the 
Numbers would be ftill the ſame : Beſides this, I ſay, 
the vanity of the Excuſe will plainly appear, if we put a: 
parallel caſe, as this; Suppoſe in the following Narra- 
tive care had been taken to advertize the Reader, that 
when we ſpeak of the Upper Houſe, and the Bi- 
fhops (as engagd in the preſent Controverſie with: 
the Lower) we don't mean the whole Body of them, 
but a Majority, who are oppos'd by ſeveral of their 
own Members, Eminent for their Zeal in maintain- 
ing the Rights and Honour of their Order, and. the: 
true Intereſt of the Eſtabliſh'd Church: 7 ſay, ſuppoſe 
this paſſage had been at the entrance of our Narrativce- 
would the Majority of the Upper Houſe have thought 
themſelves unconcery'd in this diſtintion 2 J believe: 
not; and yet this is preciſely the ſame Caſe, and conſe- 
guently capable of the very 2 Apology. 


The Publiſher, c. 

But befides this, in giuing an account of the Contro ver- 
fie through his whole Letter, he does all along inſinuate it 
as a great fault in the Lower Hoafe to diſpute this matter 
with their Lordſbips. This is to make the Lower Cler- 
gy the Loweſt Men i» England; for fuch is the freedom 
of an Engliſhman, but the meaneſt Sabjet may with. 
ont offence diſpute a matter of Right with the King bim- 
ſelf. Neuber by his leave, fhould he have call d our 
to be our Rights, the 


C.1.) fill he had prev d where the Right lay, for till that 
be determin'd we cannot tell whom to charge with the op- 
pofttion, If the Right be ours (as I doubt not, will 
appear) ought our defending it to be calPd an oppoſition 
againft our Biſhops ? this is taking the thing roundly for 
grantee, which is the very matter in diſpute, Juſt fo 
in the very nent words he wontd impoſe upon the 
judgment of aw unvary Reader by a bold Aſſertion with- 
out amy proof, that the Rights: now diſputed are ſoch 
Synodical Rights, as were enjoy'd and exercis'd by 
Metropolitans and their Comprovincials in the pureſt 
Ages of the Church: the falſeneſs of which is taken 
notice of iu the Narrative. 

But this Artifice is not only made-uſe of here, but 
runs quite through the Letter, for we find him at every 
tarn begging the queſtion, which no doubt he knew a good 
reaſon for; and ſlurring Propofitions which make for him, 
upon the Reader for unconteſted truths, which are juſt 
the contrary. Thas any one who reads his account of the 
Nature of an Engliſh Convocation, (p. I. c. z.) muſt needs 
think that before the diviſton of it into two Houles, the 
Inferiour Clergy had no more to do, but to go afide when 
commanded by the Archbiſhop, and debate only upon ſuch 
matters as he gave them in charge. Whereas in truth 
they then Acted as a diſtindt Body, as much as they have 


ſince ; 
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fiuce ; e from their Lerdſhips, whenever they 
thought fit, and not only when the Archbiſhops and 
Biſhops requir d their opinion, as. this Author faliſlly 
ſungeſts ; and in all Synodical As their Concurrence 


was 45 neceſſary as it is now. But the Reader will find. 


this matter ſo fairly ſlated in the Narrative, that no- 
thing more need be ſaid here, except to obſerve. how ſlily 
the words Juriſdiction aud Obedience are foiſted in, to 


enſuare the Reader inty a belief, that the Archbiſhop. 


to do in Convocation 


and bis Comprovincials had nat hi 
but to command, nor the Inferiour Clergy but to Obey. 


And having thus broke the Ice, he proceeds. to more exe 


preſs Aſſertious, and (p. 2. e. 1.) gives you ſeveral in- 
ſtances of bis Grace's Furiſdittion, which, qccording to 


his uſual Prudence of ing the Queſtion, he ſays, the 


Archbiſhop has an undoubted Right to exerciſe over 
the Lower Houſe ; and that nothing is more evident: 
from the practice of former Convacations than the 
Archbiſhop's power 1n theſe particulars over the Low- 
er Clergy, as he is Preſident of the whole Convoca- 


tion, But if we examine theſe particulars, we ſhall find 


be has takeu care to croud in ſome which he knew to be 


8 3 for the ſake of the good 
H 


Company they appear iu : ſuch are theſe, His Power to 


preſcribe the time within which they ſhall return 


their Reſolutions; to order the Choice of Commit- 
tees, and the number of which they ſhall conſiſt ; and 


to determine the Right of Elections: The firſt of theſe - 
is not always poſſible to be done; the two next never 


were pretended to as of Right ; and the laſt is ſo far 
from being ſolely in his Grace,that we are-ſure it has been 
exercis d by the Lower Houſe. 


But becauſe we bear ſo often of Oppoſition of Pre 
byters againſt their Biſhops ; of Synodical Rights 
enjoy d and exercis'd by Metropolitans and their 


Com- 
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Comprovincials in the pureſt Ages of the Church ; 
of the Juriſdiction of the Upper, and Obedience of 
the Lower Houſe; of the Rights of the Archbiſhop 
as Preſident of the whole Convocation ; of Claims 
adyaned in behalf of the Inferior Clergy, incon- 
ſiſtent with the Canonical Authority of their Metro- 
politan and Biſhops ; Expreſſions by which the Reader 
is decoy d into a belief, that there are ſome inherent and 
inſeparable Rights belonging ts a Metropolitan which 
the Lower Houſe of Convocation is now encroaching up- 
on : I refer the Reader to a paſſage in the Narrative 
(Pag. 29.) concerning the Nature and Original of the 
Metropolitical power ; which alone is ſufficient to over- 
throw any pretence of Authority deriv'd from thoſe Au- 
cient Provincial Synods to our Upper Houſe of Comvo- 
cation. 1 | 
But to confine our ſelves only to the conſideration of 
the queſtion in diſpate ; it will evidently appear that no- 
thing can be more impertinent thau to mention the 
Authority of Ancient Metropolitans and their Compro- 


vincials. Our diſpute is about the Power claim d by the 


Upper Houſe of Adjourning the Lower ; a Power which 
was impoſſible for Ancient Metrepolitans and their 
Comprovincials, either to exerciſe or claim, there being 


no Lower Houſe in thoſe Synods. The Archbiſhop and 


Biſhops of the Province alone, being preſum d to bring 
the conſent of their Presbyters along with them, compos d 
the whole Provincial Synod ; all others only attending but 
to prefer their Petitions, or wake their complaints as they 
bad occaſion. If here the Metropolitan and his Bre- 
thren adjourn'd the whole Synod, what wender? yy 
adjourn'd only themſelves. But if any argument be to be 
fetch'd from thoſe Ancient Synods as to Adjournments, 
it will make for us; for they were not adjourn d by the 
Metropolitan s Authority alone as Prefident, but their own 


conſeat ; 
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conſent ; aud by a parity of Reaſon, a Provincial Synod 
of another Form, which conſiſts of Two Houſes, as Eſ- 
ſential parts of it, ſhould not be adjournd without the 
conſent of each Houſe, for then the Synod would be ad- 
journ d without the conſent of the whole. 

But this will ſtill more clearly appear, if we look a 
little further into the Nature of our Engliſh Convo- 
cation, which is an Epitome (if I may ſo ſpeak) of 
all the Dioceſan Synods in the Province ſitting toge- 
ther. For there is the Biſhop of every Dioceſs, and 
his Clergy Aſſembled by their Repreſentatives with 
him ; the Biſhops fitting by themſelves in one Houſe, 
and the Presbyters by themſelves in another, Now 
every body knows that nothing can be done in a Dio- 
ceſan Synod without the conlent of the Presbytery, 
and conſequently in our Provincial Synod likewiſe their 
conſent muſt be neceſſary, becauſe it is compos d on- 
ly of ſo many Dioceſan 8ynods put together. And 
accordingly their concurrence to any Synodical Act was 
never diſputed by the Upper Houſe, except in this 
ſingle inſtance ; but how they came to have a Nega- 
gative in every At but this alone, I muſt deſire the 
Letter-Writter to inform us. And that this is the 
true Notion of an Engliſh Convocation, will appear 
yet farther, from the long diſuſe of Dioceſan Synods 
among us; for when Provincia! Councils were call a, 
the Biſhops anciently were firſt admoniſhd to hold 
their Dioceſan, as preparatory : but theſe ſeem there- 
fore to have been long intermitted in England , 
becauſe they were really contain'd and included in the 
Provincial; Ours conſiſting of the Biſhops, and a Re- 
preſentation of the Clergy of their ſeveral Dioce/es, 
whoſe conſent is thereby had as it ought to le in 
ail Canonical Ordinances ; and whoſe Propoſitions and 
Repreſentations are there to be receiv'd, a Synod le. 
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ing call'd for that purpoſe chiefly. See Biſhop Stilling- 
flect's Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, 3. 12. 

And now I think it is time to Addreſs my ſelf 
to the Reader in a few words borrow'd from the 
Letter-Writer ; and to ſay, Sir, by this you ſee 
how little they are to be depended on, who would 
perſwade you to be ſo much influenc'd in the 
Points under debate, by a Parity in Conſtitution 
between an Ancient Synod, and an Engliſh Convo- 
eation : I cannot go on with him and ſay, they are 
two Conſtitutions, as different in their Nature 
and in their manner of Summoning, Meeting, Sit- 
ting and Acting, as can well be conceiv'd ; /eft- 7 
ſhould give the Reader as mean an opinion of my 
conceiving Faculty, as the Letter-Writer has done 
of His, when he gave his Judgment in the ſame 
words, concerning an Engliſh Parliament and Convo- 
cation, (p. 2. c. 1.) Whoever reads Dr. Atterbury's 
Book, the following Narrative, or even the Parallel 
which is made between theſe two Conſtitutions in the 
Letter it ſelf; will find they are not fo very unlike 
but that this Author has very ill luct at diſcover. 
ing their agreement. Since therefore he has no bet- 
ter ſucceſs in diſcerning a likeneſs, uo wonder that 
his Reaſoning is no better, that depending chiefly ups 
ou comparing things truly, and obſerving the Relati. 
on and dependence which is between them, and the 


reſult thereof. 


A remarkable Inſtance of this defect in his Reaſon. 
ing faculty, is very fit to be taken notice of in this 
place, being upon the Subjett we have been ſpeaking of, 
and is to 5 found (p. 3. c. 1.) where he ſays, That a 
power in the Lower Clergy to meet as oſt, and to 
debate as long as they ſhall think fit, would be in. 
gonſiſtent with the Preſidency of the Archbiſhop 


QVErL 


The Publiſher, 2c. 


over the whole Synod. Why ſo If there be any 
reaſon for this Aſſertion, tis becauſe the Archbiſhop 
as Preſident has power in himſelf by ſuch Adjourn» 
ments.as he ſhall think fit, to put a ſtop to their 
Debates, and to the too great frequency of their 
Meetings : But this Author himſelf does not aſcribe 
ſuch a power to him alone as Preſident, and therefore 
how the Lower Clergies Sitting, and debating at their 
diſcretion ſhould be inconſiſtent with it, is above my un- 
derſtanding. But if his Grace had ſuch a power, as 
Preſident, over the whole Synod, would not their Lord. 


ſhips Sitting as long, and meeting as oft as they pleaſe, 


be inconſiſtent with it as well as ours? moſt certain- 
ly ; and yet this Author knows their Lordſhips do fit 
and debate juſt as oft and as long as they pleaſe, ſubmit. 
ting to no Adjournment but by their own conſent. 

In the ſame Paragraph there are ſeveral other falſe 
Aſſertions as well as the queſtion again begg'd; but ſince 
the Cauſe wants Arguments ſo much to ſupport it, and 
that this Author is 0 unhappy in managing thoſe which 
it ſeems to have; we could have 2 him his Af 
firmations inſtead of Proof, if he had not charg'd ns with 
our Aſſent to them; for after having affirm'd all that we 
deny, and even the Queſtion in Diſpute ; Thus much, 
ſays he, is acknowledg'd by the Lower Clergy con- 
{ider'd as a Mecting purely Eccleſiaſtical 5 but then 

they reckon themſelves to ſit in Convocation under 

a Civil Capacity alſo, and as ſuch to be immediate» 
ly ſubject to a Power Superior to the Archbithop. 
This is a very extraordinary degree of Aſſurance,and the 
firſt inſtance I have met with of any body ſo hardy, as to 
think he could impoſe ſo much upon the Uaderſtanding, 
as to perſwade Men that they aſſent to Propoſitions 
which they profeſs dly deny. If we had actnouledæ d fo 
much as this Author ſays we do, why al this pairs taken 
B 2 te 
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to convince us? this Elaborate piece might have been 


ſpar d, and a Letter with an How D'ye to his Friend 


in the Country would have ſervd his turn as well. Nei- 
ther has the diſtinftion he makes any more truth in it : 


for were the Præmunientes Clauſe executed, it would 
indeed be a means of bringing us together; but could 


not alter the Nature of the Synod when met, which would 
then be a Meeting as purely Eccleſiaſtical, as it is at 
preſent. If any private Perſon whom he has met with, 
has got ſuch a fancy in his head as to think we fit in a 
Civil capacity alſo, yet I am ſure he ought not to have 
told the World the Lower Clergy are of this opinion, for 
nothing can be more falſe. 

But theſe *are not the only Opinions which he would 
put upon us whether we will or no: There is a remark. 
able one which he charges us with , when he ſlates 
the difference between the Two Houſes ; where he ſays, 
the Lower Houle claims a Power not only of continu- 


ing themſelves to any day in the Interval of the Arch- 


bithop's Prorogation ; but may (if they Pleaſe) Ad- 
journ themſelves beyond the day to which the Arch- 
biſhop had Prorogu'd, and not meet his Grace and 
their Lordſhips upon the ſaid Day. The firſt of theſe 
is. indeed a Power which we think we have a juſt 
Right to, viz. a power of Adjourning to an Interme- 
diate time; but the latter, viz. a power of Adjourn- 


ing beyond their Lordſhips , and not meeting at that 


day, is what we never pretended to, but utterly dif- 
claim ; as is very well known to all that were preſent at 
our Debates : For whenever ſuch a Power was mention d 
(as it often happen d to be by Perſons who miſtook the 
extent of our Claim) the Houſe always gave it up; 
nor do I remember ſo much as one ſingle Man who ever 
contended for it. 


The 
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The great Argument which we draw from Reaſon, 


againſt. our being Adiourn d by the Upper Houſe , is 


that ſuch a Power might be ſo abusd, as to defeat 
all the Ends of our Meeting; but if we our ſelves 
might refuſe to meet upon that day to which his Grace 
has Prorogu d, it would be equally in our power to 
accompliſh ſuch a deſign : For fince no Con vocation- 
buſineſs can be perfected but by Conſent of both Houſes, 
it is plain there could be nothing at all done, ſhould 
we from time to time refuſe to meet their Lordſhips 
upon that day to which they had Adiourn d. For this, 


as well as many other reaſons, we diſown any pretence 


to ſuch a Power; and as for that one Precedent by 


which he ſays we pretend to warrant it, I could eaſi- 


ly ſhew the inſufficiency of it if it were need. 
ul 


It is plain therefore that we ſo far acknowledg the 
force of their Lordſhips Adjournment, as to think our 
ſelves obliged to meet on that day, tho we do not think - 
our ſelves tyed up from meeting in the Interval, if our 
buſineſs require it: But we think theſe our Intermediate 
Meetings ſo far from being oppos d to the General, that 

1 upon them to be Preparatory and Subſervient 
to them; that we may be the readier againft that time, 
to return our Anſwers, or make our Propofitions. And why. 
ſuch a Power as this ſhould be deny d us, is hard to ima- 
gin; a Power which no way makes for our own particular 
intereſt; that tends not in the leaſt to the diminution + 


we loo 


of the Authority or Honour of their Lordſhips, but 


that ſerves only for the better diſpatch of the Common 
Buſineſs. 


Thus you fee how wrongfully we are charg'd with a 


pretenſion to a Power which we diſown : bat have the 
leſs reaſon to take this ill of the Letter-Writer, becauſe 
be deals no better by my Lords the Biſhops, attributing 


ſuch 
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ſuch a Power to them, as they never exercisd, nor we 


ever heard of during the whole Seſſion, He tells us, 
that the Archbiſhop with his Suffragan, has a Right 
from time to time (as he ſees occaſion) to take Cog. 
nizance of, and to interpoſe in our Debates, (P.3.c.1.) 
and afterwards (p. 7. c. 1.) upon our Repreſentation as 
to Toland's Book, he ſays, their Lordſhips had juſt 
cauſe to make an immediate exception againſt the 
method of this proceeding ; becauſe we ought not 
to have come to ſuch formal Reſolutions, without 
previous directions from the Upper Houſe to enter 
upon the conſideration of the Book : By this plainly 


intimating that the previous directions of their Lord. 


hips, are neceſſary before the Lower Houſe can proceed 
on any Buſineſs. If their Lordſh Ps had conceiv'd them- 
ſelves poſſeſs d of ſuch a Power, tis ſtrange they ſhould 
let us enter upon ſo much Buſineſs, and accept of ſo many 
Papers from us, without takiug the leaſt notice of it. 
All our Debates were not ſo acceptable to the Upper 
Houſe, or kept ſo ſecret from them, but that ſome of 
their Lordſhips ſure would have mov'd for the exerting 
of this Interpoſing Power ; nor would other means have 
been ſought out whereby to avoid the receiving ſome Pa- 
pers from us, if ſuch a Power had been thought of, 
which upon all the like occafions would have afforded a 
very ready. and effettual Anſwer. Beſides, if the Up- 
per Houſe had thought that the Lower could not begin 
any Buſineſs without previous directions from their 
Lordſhips ; can it be imagin d that in a whole Seſſianu of 
near five Months continuance they ſhould treat them with 
fo great neglect, as to offer no one thing to their conſide- 
ration all that while2 All the malice of our Enemies 
could never have contrivd a way ſo effettually to rex. 
der a Convocation contemptible, as the Fathers of our 
Church would have due by forbearing to exerciſe that 

Power, 
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Power, by which alone we could have been Regularly 
employ d. Tis evident therefore that their Lordſhips 
had no ſuch power in their thoughts as is here aſcrib'd 
to than. But farther, as the Letter-Writer here al. 
ledges this Power to juſtifie the Biſhops, for their ta- 
king ſo little notice of our Repreſentation concerning 
Toland's Boot; would it not have been very proper for 
their Lordſhips themſelves to have us'd it, to put a ſto 
to that, and diſcourage auy other proceedings of the life 
nature? what need had there been of conſulting with 
Council learned in the Laws, if our Repreſentation 
had come Irregularly to them, and had been the firſt 
Application of the kind that was ever made in-an 
Epiſcopal Church ? 

But fince we have touch'd upon this particular, it 
may uot be amiſs to examme a little farther the defence 


which this Author makes for the Upper Houſe, againſt 


thoſe Reflections which evil-minded Men might make on 
this occaſion, He proceeds (pag. 7. c. 2.) to tell us how 
much we are beholden to their Lordſhips for the Con- 
cern they expreſsd for the general ſafety of their 
Clergy, by conſulting with Council before they would 
venture to engage in ſo hazardous an Enterpriſe ; and 
the Event, it ſeems, juſtify d their Prudence, for the 
Councils Opinion was, That the Convocation had ne Au- 
thority to paſs ſuch Cenſures, Well, thus we eſcap'd, and 
Toland with us. 

. Aſter which (ſays he) they ſufficiently teſtify'd 
their Concern for Religion, in the meaſures they 
took for the Proſecution of the Authors in a Legal 
way, and in their Endeavours to prevent the future 
publication of ſuch Books by preparing a Bill to re- 
{train the Liberty of the Preſs. This I muſt own: 


would be very much to his purpoſe, if it were true; and 


10 doubt but the Lower Houſe would have heard of it 


from. : 
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from their Lordſbips, if it were. For, beſides that it 
might be juſtly expected when the Biſhops moved by an 
Application from the Lower Houſe, engage in any mea- 
ſures, tho not in a Synodical way ; that they would be 
pleas d to Honour that Houſe with the knowledg of them: 4 
Beſides this, I ſay in this particular caſe, it is almoſt 
impoſſible but that they ſhould, becauſe (as the Reader 
Rt will find by the Narrative) it was not a Judicial Genſure, 
but ſomething of this kind which we aim'd at by ourRe 
preſentation ; and can it be conceiv'd that the Biſhops 
[i ſhould be doing the very thing we defir d, and what would 
in? effettually have anſwer d our intentions; and yet at the 
"oY ſame time make uſe of a far. fetch d reaſon for doing no- 
lick thing in it ? | 
1 Jam ſorry the Letter - Writer was not provided with a 
. | better defence, before he ſtarted this unhappy Objeftion 
againſt the preſent Prelates of our Church. 

But he ſeems to think at laſt that he has hit it, 
and concludes in Triumph : Whoever, ſays he, upon 
this or any other occaſion, can ſuggeſt the want 
of Zeal or Courage in their Lordſhips, muſt have 
forgot their undaunted Oppoſition to Popery, tho 
with the Hazard of their Lives and Fortunes. This a 
is great ; he has now ſhew'd himſelf an Able Advo- / 
cate indeed ! for he has not only with one puff, blown 
off all this Calumny, but found out a Charm which will 

for ever render their Lordſhips Honour Invulnerable. 4 
For let their Malicious Enemies, not only in This, 1 
but upon Other Occaſions whatſoever, throw their 
Reproaches at them ; name but their Oppoſition 
to Popery, aud all the ſhame will fly back upon thoſe 
Enemies Faces. 

There was a time I confeſs, when the Word Popery 
carriedterrour in its very Sound,and any Oppoſition made 
to it had the Power of Charity, to cover a multitude of 
faults ; 
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Faults; but that is long ſince, the Charm is now worn out, 
and an Oppoſition to Popery will go for no more than its In- 
trinſiet worth: and how great theyr Lordſhips was, above 
that of the reſt of theyr Brethren, is not my preſent Bufi- 
neſs to 1 But allowing it as great as the Letter- 
Writer himſelf pleaſes, what is that to the Occaſion upon 
which at preſent, it ſeems, theyr Lordſhips Zeal is cab} in 
queſtion ? Here is a Repreſentation of an Atheiſt ical book, 
made bythe Lower Houſe to the Biſhops, who refuſe to joyn 


with them in their opinion concerning it : but who can ob- 


ject this to theyr Loraſhips, ſays theyr Advocate, ſince they 
Oppos'd Popery ſo Conrageonfly Sixteen years ago? It 
may be wonder d how he that could find no likeneſs between x 
Parliament and Convocation, ſhould be ſo quick-ſighted of a 
ſuddain as to diſcern an agreement between this Calumny, 
and His Defence. When fo abſurd and impertinent a Plea 
is made nſe of by a profeſs'd friend: if their Lordſhips 
worth was nos very well known, the Reader muſt conclude 
that nothing elſe could be ſaid for them. Tf Toland's book 
had bin Popery, or we had no other Enemies but Papiſts, his 
defence had been juſt and full: but ſince neither can be al- 
ledg*d, the Defender himſelf owning (p. 1. c. 1.) that we 
have ſo many Enemyes round about us, what honour is it 
to the Biſhops to have opposd that ſingle one? which is 
no more, than what every one of our other Enemyrs; Soci- 
nian, Presbyterian, Independent, Anabaptiſt, Qua- 
ker, nay Toland himelf, is ready to do. But poſſibly he 
thinks the hazard that was run, makes the value of their 
Oppoſition to Popery, more extenſ{tve. What peculiar Ha- 
zard they ran of theyr Lives ana Fortunes I maſt confeſs 
I am not able to Judg; but this I am ſure of, That thrs 
God's mercy they have eſcap'd with Both; and "tis my 
opinion that it would have been no ſmall addition to theyr 
good fortune, if theyr Reputation had eſcap'd as well from 
the Detraction of this Man's Pray ſe. SS I I 
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There might be many more Inſtances given of falſe Af- 
ſertions 4d inconcluſive Arguments, 46 well as Preva- 
rications, which bas bin 4 word us 'd of late with leſs rea- 
ſau wpau aaather occaſion : for inſtance (p. 3. c. 1.) be 
[ays. that iu the Couvocation 1689- a Committee was 
particularly appointed to inſpect the Regiſters, in 
order to adjuft the Privileges of both Houſes; and 
then the Lower Clergy did not think the Quotations 
now produc'd, any ground for ſuch a Claim, as their 
Succeſſours in the preſent Convocation advance. V 
the Friend in the Country gives any credit to his Correſ- 
pondent, uſt mot he thank that one chief baſoveſs of that 


Committee mas to enquire into this Privilege ? and yet if 


ou mill act any of thoſe Gentlemen, they will tell gau that 


this diſpate was uot thea fo ue as thought of. The: 


Houſe had at that time wery unacceptable. buſineſs propos d 
ta them, and were ſ far from conſidering how they (bould 
fit to purſue it, that they deſir'd nothing ſo mucli as to 
he diſcharg'd from it; and all of that Committee who ave 
now in the Lower Houſe, are great Advocates for the 
preſent Cauſe. 

So likewiſe (p. 4 c. 1.) to iuvalidate the forms of Ad- 
jaurumeut iu the Lower Houſe, he has theſe words : Which. 
Expreſſions (as apply'd in the preſent caſe) are plainly 
lyable to. this general exception, that they are a- 
gainſt the Common and Ordinary Stile of Continua- 
tion in the Lower Houle, which is Prolocutor Intima- 
vit hujuſmodi Convocationem eſſe continuandam, Sc. 
now would not one think that the Common aud Ordinary 
Stile in our Rooks was Intimavit? and yet whoever will 
fearch the, Regiſters, will find this Form compar'd with 
the other, as doeſiciant in Number, as his Members Emi- 


nent for Learning, Piety and Wiſdom, But if it were 


the Commun Stile, does it follow that this Tutimationmuſt 
neceſſarily be of this Adjournment by the Upper Houſe ? 


when. 
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when 4 be Lower Haoufe have agreed to Aajouru, who 2 au / 4 
Intimate this but the Prolocutor ?® 
His Argument ou the Coincident 47 ournment of 


both Houſes in 1586, (p. 4. c. 2.) I ſhould not take no- 
tice of, but that he is pleas'd to call it a Teftimony be- 


yond diſpute, and for this clear reaſon, becauſe they 


could not in fo many inſtances fall by Chance up- 
on the ſame day. 1ho ſays they fell by Chance up- 
on the fame day? He knows the Adjournment of the 
Upper Houſe is always notifyd to the Lower, or elſe 
how ſhould we indeed meet theyr Lordſhips at their own 
day, which we own our ſelves oblig'd to do. Reaſon and 
Buſineſs govern the Adjournments of all Bodyes,and we ſup- 
poſe our Anceſtors were acted by noperverſe Principles . 
fo that when they lied no occaſion to meet in Intervals, 
we cannot ſuppoſe they would, any more than we ſhall; 
and I believe the Letter Writer will find it an har 

matter to prove theyr buſineſs requir d it, unleſs upon his 
uſual way of begging the queſtion, he preſames it mill be 
ranted, 

, To return to the buſineſs of Toland (p. 7. “. 1. 
there the Letter Writer pretends to give an Account 
of the Proceedings of the Convocation 1689, in a Pa- 
rallel Caſe; whereas that and this are quite different the 
Lower Houſe deſiring then not only a Judicial Cenſare 
of the Books, but the puniſhment of the Author : but the 
Preſent Houſe from the Reception that Addreſs then 
met with, were ſufficiently diſcourag*'d from praying the 
fame nom; and therefore apply'd theraſelves to theyr Lord- 
ſhips after another manner, thaugh with the ſame ſuc- 
145 Bur why theyr Lordſhips were not as free to give 
theyr Opinion concerning that Atheiſtical Buok of Toland, 
as they were of @ few Words let fall in a Book writ up- 
on State Matters only, reflecting upon the diſpoſal of ſome 
Preferment, I ſhall not preſume to enquire.. 
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] might inſtance in much more of this kind, but 1 
hade too much already exceeded the brevity 1 intendta, 
neither did I promiſe to my ſelf to give a particular An- 
ſwer to this Letter: the pains of doing that, T think, are 
ſufficiently ſuperſeded by the Narrative; and while the 
Canſe we maintain, is ſecure, it is needleſs to ſearch 
nicely into every fault or folly of an Adverſary. 


I4DVERTISEMENC T. 


Ropoſals are publiſhed for Printing the Works of Dyoni- 

ſius Halicarnaſſeus, with very great Improvements, In 

2 Volumes in Folio, Greek and Latin. Put out by J. Hudſon, 

D. D. Keeper of the Bodleian Library: And the Chronology 
is added by the Learned Mr. Hen. Dodwell. 

Alſo Propoſals for Printing at Oxon a Greek Teſtament in 


Collected from the Fathers, c. By the late Learned 
Mr. Arch-Deacon Gregory: Review'd and Recommended by 
Dr. Jane Dean of Glouce(ter, Dr. Aldrich Dean of Chriſt-Church, 
Dr. Sherlock Dean of St. PauPs, Dr. Cave, Dr. Alſton, 
Dr. Lancaſter, Dr. Atterbury, and Mr. Duke. 

* Note that the Names of all the Authors are put as they 
occurr in the Scholia. | 


M3” Thoſe Gentlemen who are willing to Encourage theſe Works, 
are deſired to ſend in their Subſcriptions (being only 5 s. to each) 


Books, Specimens are delivered, and Subſcriptions taken by the 
Undertaker Tho. Bennet at the Half Moon in St. Paul's 
Church-yard, and by moſt other Bookſellers. 
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own Juſtification, as for the Satisfaction 
of all that wiſh well to the Eſtabliſh'd 
Conſtitution both in Church and State, eſpecially of 
Their Reverend Brethren the Inferior Clergy of this 
Province, to draw up a faithful and ſhort Account 
of theDifference between the Upper Houſe and Them, 
which by Ill Hands has been repreſented, much to 
Their diſadvantage. 
The few Rights They claim are ſo indifputably 
clear, ſo important, and even abſolutely neceſſary to 


p 3 H E Lower Houſe of Convocation con- 
ceive Themſelves oblig'd, as well for Theyr 


the very Being of a Convocation, that had they 


been aſſerted by em with as greatWarmth as has been 
objected to em by Men of greater, the Cauſe would 
have ſufficiently juſtify*d the Proceeding : But ſince 
on the contrary, they have been claim'd with ſo 
much Submiſhon, and purſu'd with ſo much Tem- 
per and Patience, as it plainly will appear they were, 
We doubt not, but all xquitable Judges will as readi- 
| B 


ly 
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ly approve the Decezcy of our Conduct, as acknow- 
ledg the Juſtice of our Claim. 

Ihe due Calling and Sitting of a Convocation, ac- 
cording to the Laws and Ulages of this Realm, is 
the moſt proper, effectual, and legal means, of præ- 
ſerving the Sourdneſs of our Faith, and ſuppreſ- 
ſing Error and Hæreſy; of redreſſing many Grievan- 
ces, retorming many Abules, ſupplying many De- 
tects, in Caſes of which no other Aſſemblies have 
the Proper Cognizance; but which extremely con- 
duce to maintain the whollome Doctrine and Regu- 
lar Diſcipline of our Church. And it can hardly 
be imagin'd that the Church at Any time ſhould be 
in ſuch a State of Perfection, as to render Convo- 
cations needleſs, and fit to be wholly laid aſide: 
tis rather certain that in all Ages there has been Oc- 


calion tor theyr meeting, and more than ordinary 


in the Times of freſheſt memory, Notwithſtand- 
ing, it is now eleven Years and upwards ſince the 
Sitting of the laſt Convocation : During which long 
interval, the Summons have indeed . been regularly 
iſſu'd; but at the fame time, the Effect of em has 
been prævented, by Adjournments from time to 
time, and to diſtant Days, . whereby the Lower 
Houle has been hindred from Meeting, and Form- 
ing it ſelf into a Body. | 

The hardſhip of this Proceeding was for ſome 
time ſilently ſubmitted to, till the Danger of its being 
drawn into Precedent oblig'd the Lower Houle, firit 
to complain of it to his Grace's Commiſſary, and af- 
terwards to renew their molt humble Applications 
to his Grace himſelf. But theſe molt Dutiful Applica- 
tions, though favourably receiv'd, and kindly an- 
{wer'd by his. Grace, produc'd no Redreſs: but in- 
ſtead of it, there aroſe freſh matter of Complaint. 
For 
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For a private hand, prætending to hisGrace's allowance 
with great Injury to the Church, and Indignity to 
the Clergy, gave the Publick ſuch Reaſons for this 
Practice as were more Grievous than the Practice it 
ſel We were told in Print © that a Convocation 
«© had neither Right to Sit, nor could Now be Uſeful 
« to any good purpole, if they ſhould Sit: for that 
« the Publick could not hope to reap any benefit, 
« from the Conſultations of Men of that Odious 
« Character; under which, the moſt conſiderable part 
of the Inferior Clergy were in all places as Induſtri- 
ouſly as Falily repreſented. 

Thenit was, that in the Opinion of all Prudent 
Men, our Reſentments could no longer be Difſem- 
bled: and theyr being made Public, was (as we con- 
ceive) one great inducement to the Allowance of 
the Sitting of this præſent Convocation ; of whoſe 
Proceedings we deſign Now to give an account. 


We think it not neceſſary to relate Every thing 
that was done in it: As what Motions were made, and 
Committees thereupon appointed, to Examine Books 
lately Publiſh'd againſt the Chriſtian Religion in ge- 
neral, or more particularly levePd whore the Arti- 
cles of our Owa Church: to Report Grievances in 
the Exerciſe of Eccleſiaſtical Authority: To Conſi- 
der what effectual Methods might be found and 
propos'd to our Superiors, of advancing and propa- 
gating our Holy Faith in our Plantations abroad, 
or ſuppreſhng Immorality and ſecuring Piety and 
good Manners among our ſelves at home: or for 
any other Convocational Bulineſs, which it belongs 
of Right to the Care of the Lower Houle to prepare 
and lay before the Bithops. For though ſuch Buſi— 
neſs has been very much upon our Thoughts, and 
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there has been ſome Progreſs made in it, yet We | | 
have not been able to bring any of theſe 'Fhings to 
ſuch Perfection as our Selves deſir'd, and the World 
(as we conceive) expected; having been Oblig'd | 
and Forc'd to employ the greateſt part of our # 
Time in Defending the Power of the Lower Houſe of | 
Convocation to Adjourn it Self: a thing that at the 
firſt view may poſlibly ſeem of little moment; 
but if duly conſider'd, will appear neceſſary to ſe- 
cure all the other Rights and Libertyes of the In- 
ferior Clergy ; nay, and of the Utmoſt conſequenca 
to the Preſervation of the Church it Self. ; 
For if the Archbiſhop have by Law (together ; 
with the Power his Grace now Claims, and has 
Exercis*'d of Depriving Biſhops by Himſelf) a 
Power of Adjourning the Upper Houſe of Con- 
vocation by his own Sole Authority, and if the 
Lower Houſe likewiſe be involv'd in every ſuch 
Adjournment: *tis plain He not only has it in his 
Power to hinder Every Convocation from diſpatch- 
ing any of the Buſineſs that the Law appoints 'em, 
or from ſo much as ever meeting together; but his 
very Brethren and Comprovincials cannot Act but 
under the perpetual awe of his Depriving Power: 
and if they are aggriev'd, can no more hope for 
a Synodical Redreſs than the Lower Clergy; but 
mult leave Him, to Govern the Church by Him- 
ſelf, or with ſuch Aſſeſſors as He ſhall chuſe, and 
whoſe Judgment after all, He is. not bound to 
follow. Thus all- the Regular Proviſion that the 
| Piety of. the Government has made,. for maintain- 
ing both our Doctrine and Diſcipline as by Law E- 
 fabliſh'd,. will be in an Archbiſhop's Single Cuſto- 
dy: His Single Authority will be ſufficieat, to 
Controll the Power, and Void the Privileges of this 1 
National 
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National Church the whole Eſtabliſh'd Ecclefiaſti- 
ca! Conſtitution will depend fo intirely upon His 
pleaſure, that ſhould' He fo think fit, He alone 
might efeQually give it up, to Alteration: or De- 
ſtruction. 

So Ruinous a Power as this is in its full extent, We 
are fatisfy'd will neither be aſſum'd by This Arch. 
biſhop, nor permitted in This Reign: But We 
dread to think, that If theDelign, of the laſt Reign 
to Subvert this Church, and kai the Prote« 
ſtant Religion ſhould 3 entertain'd, by any 
of His Majeſty's Succeſſors, the making but of one 
Archbiſhop (ſuppoſing him inveſted with this 
Power) will ſuffice to give a Legal Accompliſh- 
ment to ſo fatal a Deſign. 

For theſe Reaſons therefore, and for the Main- 
tenance of the preſent Conſtitution, We could not 
but think it abſolutely neceſſary to Inſiſt upon the 
Right of the Lower Houſe of Convocation to Ad- 
journ it Self: which having prov'd the main Buſi- 
neſs Yet tranſacted by Us, We ſhall confine the 
ſequel of this Account to the Steps and Grounds 
of our Prccecdings in That Matter Onely. 

THIS præſent Convocation being ſolemnly O- Seflio I. 
pen'd' with Prayers, and Sermon, and the Choice of 3 ad 
a Prolocutor, the reſtoring thoſe Ancient Uſages, after 
fo long a Diſcontinuance, gave Us Hopes, that the 
Reſt of ourRights and Privileges would in like manner 
be reſtor'd. 

In the ſame Hopes We continu'd in the beginning seqio 11. 


of the next || Seſſion; wherein, according to Uſage, r 

a "CD. . 

|| Note that in the Language of Convocation, the Word Seſſion does not ſignify 
as in. Parliament: but every diſtmf Meeting of either Houſe is call'd a Seſſion. 

So likewiſe Prorogation 13 1with Us the ſame with Continuation or a meer Ordinary 
Adjournment : Not ſuch a Di{miſſion as Elſewhere tis appropriated to, whereby the 
Members of an Aſſembly are diſcharg'd from their Attendance, and the Privileges of 
#8, and ſent home to their other Duties and Employments. 
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our Prolocutor was Præſented and Admitted by his 
Grace and his Suffragans. After which, their Lord- 
ſhips retiring to Jer«ſalem-Chamber, left Us to fit and 
act as a Diſtin& Houſe, in King Henry the Seventh's 
Chappel. 
1s RE the Reader will be pleas'd to take notice, 
that in Elder times the whole Body of the Convoca- 
tion us'd to Sit together in the ſame Room : And the 
Lower Clergy having, beſides the Common Buſineſs, 
diſtinct Rights and Intereſts of their Own, were wont 
to ſeparate from the Biſhops (as theyr Lordſhips, for 
the ſame reaſon, us'd upon the like Occaſions to ſepa- 
rate from Them) to Debate and Conclude their On 
buſineſs among Themſelves : And they brought back 
their Concluſions to the Biſhops, by an Organum 
Hocis (as he was calld)) Occaſionally choſen by "Them- 
ſelves for that Præſent purpoſe. At the Same time, the 
Practice was much the Same in the State-Aſſemblies; 
to which we find the Clergy-Meetings endeavour'd 


to Conform; and to which Conformity We ſuppoſe. 


We owe thoſe Synodical Rights, which are peculiar to 


the Lower Clergy of the Church of England. But in 


After- times, the-Convocation was in like Conformi- 
ty divided into two diſtinct Houſes; and the Prolo- 
cutorſhip became a ſettled Office; with a Power of 
Præſiding in the Lower Houle, to Manage theyr De- 
bates, and Report their Reſolutions to his Grace, who 
till then was ſuppos d to have no Notice of them. 
And ſuch has been the Uſage for now near Three 
hundred years: And the Right of the Inferior Clergy 
thus to Sit and Act, in a Diſtinct Room of their Own, 
Apart from the Biſhops, and as a Diſtinct Hlnſe from 
Them, has never been ſo much as quæſtion'd that We 
know of, ſince they firſt did fo, to this day. 


BE- 


— 


5 
a 


q 
c 
\ 
I 
C 
( 
| 


* 
Ef 
F 
a) 


ON 


A Narrative, &c. 

BEING therefore left, as We have ſayd to Sit 
and Act by our Selves, We reſolv'd to proceed upon 
our Buſineſs, and began with calling over the Houſe : 
which was ſcarce done, when the Biſhop of Peterho- 
rough came down to Us,and brought with him a Sche- 
dule (or Inſtrument) Prorogation, which, as his 
Grace's Commiſſary, he read and ſign'd in Our 
Houſe. With the Form of this Schedule, We ſhall 
præſent the Reader in the Appendix, Numb. I. The 
Deſign of it, and of Thus ſending it, was, immedi- 
ately to break up our Aſſembly, and (as We have 
fince found) to Require the Attendance of the whole 
Houle, or (as it was aſterwards mollity*d) of the Pro- 
tocutor, and ſome few Members in the Name of the 
reſt, upon his Grace and his Brethren in Jer«ſalem- 
Chamber, ata tim: appointed for our next Seflion, 
before We began it. 

FOR the better underſtanding this Schedule, the 
Reader may obſerve, that Afrer the Upper Houſe 
was formally divided from the Lower, it continu'd 
however to uſe the ſame Phraſe in its Adjournments, 
Continuing and Proroguing the Praſens Conwocatio, 
or the Hæc, or Hajaſimodi Sacra Synodus, or the Con- 
vocatio Prælatorum & Cleri Provinciæ Cantuar tenſis, 
under Words which ſeem to include the whole Body, 
but indeed, extend only to that Part of it There aſ- 
ſembling; which being the Chief and more princi— 
pal Part, does ſtill carry the Style and Name of tlie 
Whole; but in effect ſpeaks only for it ſelf, as We 
humbly conceive. This, which We ſhall Hereafter 
prove to be true, the Reader will more eaſily under- 
ſtand Now, it he reflect upon the like Uſage of Speech 
in Parliament. For There too, ſince the Separation 
of the tWo Houſes, the Adjournment of the Lords 
Houſe has been always enter'd in the Journal ; 
an 
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and ſtill is to this day in this manner; Dominus Can- 

cellarius, or Cuſtos Sigilli Continuavit . g's Parlia- 
 mentum, ad diem, & c. but the Meaning of the Phraſe 
is well known to be reſtrain'd to That Houſe, and to 
ſignifie only the Adjournment of the Lords, notwith- 
ſtanding Parliamentum is defin'd in the fame Journals, 
Conventus Proceram & Plebis, 

It is only for the Uſe of a Phraſe that We again 
bring ina Compariſon from the High Court of Parlia- 
ment. For though, as was ſaid above, We conceive 
that the diſtinct Capacity of the Lower Houſe of 
Convocation was Deriv'd from an Imitation of the 


Lower Houſe of Parliament, yet are We far from pra- 


ſuming to ſet our ſelves upon a level with that ho- 
nourable Body, or to prætend to æqual Privileges 
Thence with reſpect tothe Lords the Biſhops. For 
though We ſay that the Continnatio Praſentis Convo- 
cationts 1n the Upper Houſe, does no more Adjourn 
the Lower, than the like Continuatio Præſentis Parlia- 
menti in the Lords Houſe Adjourns the Houſe of Com- 
mons; Yet Wedo not deny but that when the Time 
and Place to which his Grace and his Brethren have 
Adjourn'd ſhall be duly ſignity'd to Us, We may be 
oblig*d to be Then Sitting in a Room of our own in 
That place, in readineſs for a Communication with 
theyr Lordthips. And for this, and this only Rea- 
ſon, (We conceive) the Adjournment of the Upper 
Houſe has been us'd to be ſignify'd to the Lower: 
not that by ſuch a ſignification the Lower was to be 
Forthwith Diſmiſs'd, or an Attendance next Seſſion 
commanded in ſuch a manner as it ſeems it was ex- 
pected. 

HOW long it has been uſual to give the Lower 
Houſe notice of the Biſhop's Adjournment, by tranſ- 
mitting to the Prolocutor by their Lordſhips Regiſter 


the 


; 
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the Schedule made and read in the Upper Houſe, is un- 
certain: We find no mention of it in the Convoca- 
tion-Books, till ſo lately as in 1677. But the ſending 
down a Biſhop to read and ſign the like Schedule in 
the Lower Houſe, is a Method of Adjourning that 
for ought We find was never thought of, before the 
Convocation in 1689. We could not therefore but 
be very apprehenſive of the conſequence of chuſing 
ſo irregular and novel a Method at this time: We 
were moſt of Us ſufficiently aware whereunto it ten- 
ded, and that this Practice was of the ſame nature 
with the former, whereby We had been lo long kept 
from meeting at all, and might hereafter be kept for 
ever. Notwithſtanding We were not thereby hin- 
dred from complying with it for the preſent. For 
the truth is, We were unwilling to Begin a Diſpute : 
not yet deſpairing but theyr Lord ſhips upon further 
Conſideration would think fit to Relinquiſh theyr un- 
reaſonable Claims, and allow us the free Exerciſe of 
our Ancient Liberty. 


For the clearer manifeſtation whereof, and the ple- 
| , Seto III. 
nary Satisfaction of both Houſes, the next Seſſion We Harti: 
appointed a Committee to Inſpect the Convocation- Feb. 25. 


Books; and todraw upa Report of what they found 
in em, relating to Adjourmments and Prorqgations. 
This Seſſion was both begun and concluded with 


an undenyable teſtimony of our dutyful Inclinations 


to theyr Lordſhips. For, complying with their laſt 
Adjournment, to which we might ſo juſtly have ex- 
cepted, We met not in our own Houſe, *till We had 
firſt attended Them in the Jernſalzm-Chamber ; And 
when Theyr Regilter brought down a Schedule of Ad- 
journment, and deliver'd it to the Prolocutor, He, 
with the conſent of the Houle, after the Determina- 
tion of ſome Buſineſs that was then before 'em, In- 

3 timated 
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l timated This Adjournment to the Time theyr Lord- 
ö {hips had præfix'd, and In hunc locum, the Words of 
il the Schedule. 

| The Form of Intimatioa which he us'd was this; 

Iutimamus hanc Convocationem eſſe Continuatam uſq, ad 

CY in diem, C*c. in hunc locum; & monemus omnes ad tunc 
i | & ibidem intereſſendum. 

j A Copy of theArchbiſhop'sSchedule theReader will 

| find in the Appendix, Numb. II. and be pleas'dto conſult 

it, And as for Jytimamnus, the word here and elſewhere 

trequently made uſe of by the Prolocutor in Adjourn- 

þ ing the Houſe, 'tis well known that Zztimare in the 

1 general acceptation means no more than {imply and 

| barely to give notice: but ſometimes, according to the 

1 Occaſion upon which it is us*d, or the Perſon that uſes 

q 5 it * Connotes an Authority, either Supreme, as 

in the Church of Rome if the Pope uſe it, or Subordi- 

Numb. ill. nate, as it here does in the Prolocutor; who gives the 

Houſe the Authentick notice of an Adjournment, not 

made by his own Determination. But how far the 

Power of the Archbiſhop, and how far the Power of 

the Houſe, operates towards that Adjournment, is ; 

not to be inferr'd from the Word, (though the con- 5 

trary by miſtake has been ſuppos'd/ but is to be col- 

lected trom the Nature and Conſtitution of our Con- £ 

vocation, as hereatter more plainly will appear. 

To proceed, Theyr Lordſhips neither ſignify'd to 

Us, nor did We apprehend, that the words [z hunc lo- 

cum in the Body of the Schedule laſt mention'd, might 

not mean the Genera! Place, the Church of Weſt min- 

fer in which we both fate, but were deſign'd by theyr 

| Lordſhips to mean Theyr dittinct Room, the Jera- 

| ſalem-chamber, mention'd only in the Date ot this 

i Schedule, and in the Margin. Wherefore we began 

| our 
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our next Seſſion in our own Houſe, as according to Seſſio Iv. 
the Tenour of our Ad journment, and all ancient Pra- by ay" : 
Aice, We were to do. And while We were proceed- 

ing in our Buſineſs, the Prolocutor was call'd up to 


the Upper Houſe, and return'd with theſe two Cuæ- 
ſtions in Writing. | 


1. Whether this Lower Houſe of Convocation did ſit, ¶ Here ob- 


after they were Prorogwd by his Grace oz the 25th, day ſerve the 
of this inſtant Month of February * hy ye 


the terms 

2. Whither they did Meet this Morning, without at- Prorogu | 
tending in this Place (meaning Jeruſalem Chamber) journ'g, 4. 
where they were | Aajourn'd 7 | being Sy- 


nonymous 
inthe lan- 


Theſe were the two Quzſtions which gave the puage 
firſt Riſe to our Diſpute: being deliver'd to the Pro- e Con- 
locutor in ſuch a manner (for his Grace at the deli- “e. 
very demanded, If we did ſo, Why we did ſo) and be- 
ing in themſelves of ſuch a Nature, as gave us cauſe 
to apprehend, they were not ſo much Quæſtions as 
Claims which intrench'd upon the very Being of the 
Lower Houſe. 

After the reading of theſe Quzſtions, and referring 
the Conſideration of 'em to the Committee of Ad- 
journments, the Prolocutor acquainted the Houſe, 
that he had reaſon to think, that an Inſtrument was 
præparing in the Upper-Houſe, to Adjourn us to the 
next week, and into Jeraſalem- Chamber expreſly: and 

ropos'd to the Houle, Whether they would not 


think fit to Submit with a /e Jure for the preſent? 


and till the Committee had brought in their Report? 
and accordingly to wayt upon theyr Lordſhips the 
next Seſſion ? and then come down to their Prayers 
and Buſineſs ? It was immediately agreed They would ; 

C2 no 


fo 
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no Man Then ſuſpecting, that this Seſſion was de- 
ſign'd to be Adjourn'd, in a manner we could leſs. 


ſubmit to than to either of the former. But ſoon af- 
ter, the Biſhops Regiſter was ſent down to us with a 
Schedule of Prorogation, which he refus'd to deliver 
to the Prolocutor, alleging that He was commanded 
to publiſh it himſelf, and ſo he did. The Prolocutor 
in the mean time thought it more. became Him to 
Quit the Chair, than by Keeping it to ſeem to. give 
allowance to ſuch an Indignity. But afterwards, 
finding theRegilter contenttoleave the ScheduleinHis 
Hands, He, to accommodate the matter as well as 
might be, reſum'd the Chair, and by the conſent of 
the Houſe, Intimated the Adjournment as before had 
been agreed, according to the words of the Schedule, 
In hunc locum vulgo vocat. Jeruſalem Chamber, with a 
Salvo Jure. 

In the Intervals of theſe two Seſſions, the Com- 


mittee of Adjournments with great care and diligence 


examin'd all the Books of Convocation which were 
in theyr hands. Namely, Acts of the Lower Houſe in 
two Convocations under Archbiſhop Whitgitt, in the years 
1586. and 1588; Acts of the Upper Houſe, aud Mi- 
nutes of the Lower, in two Convocations in 1640. under 
Archbiſhop Lad: and very brief Minutes of the Low- 
wer Houſe 1n the Convocations fince the: Reſtaura- 


tion. Tie reſt of the Books of both Houſes ſince tlie 
Reformation, were burnt in the Fire of London: and 


thol&before-it being in the Archbiſhop's cuſtody, 


were not laid before the Committee: nor if they had 


been, they being only Acts of the Upper Houle, and 
it being againſt all Practice for the Actuar) of one 
Houſe to Regiſter what paſſes in the other, ex- 
cept it be Thence notify'd to him, they could not 
have contributed much, as we conceive, either to. 


the 
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the Determining or the Clearing of the Points in 
Queſtion. 


. 


The next Seſſion, the Committee to whom his Se v. 


Grace's Queſtions were referr'd, brought in theyr 
Report; which was read, and agreed to by the 
Houſe, and Order'd to be carry'd up to theyr Lord- 
ſhips as the Anſwer of the whole Houſe :. for fo 
it was there Determin'd by a great Majority, a very 
few only diſſenting, of whom, the molt conſiderable 
were ſuch as had approv'd of it but the day be- 
fore in the Committee; 

It was not thouglit neceſſary to change this Re- 
port into a Formal Anſwer, or to 'Tranſcribe the 
Paſſages it reſerrs to in the Books of Convoca- 
tion (though to both theſe innocent Omiſſions, 
theyr Lordſhips thought fit to except) for the Houſe 


was deſirous as much as might be to avoyd all di- 


jatory Proceedings, and were not ignorant, that theyr 
Lordſhips had perus'd, and ffudyd, and had then in 


theyr poſfeſſion all the Books, from which thoſe 


References were drawn- 

The Report deliver'd to theyr Lordſhips by the 
Prolocutor, as the Anſwer of the Lower Houſe to 
their Quæſt ions was as follows. 


The Report of the Committee appointed to ſearch the 
Convocation-Books, for Directions concerging the 
Prorogations of this Houſe. Made on Fur gay 
the S1xth Day of March, Anno Domini 1700, 5 


Adjournm per Prolocutor * We find, that "the 
Perſonally. Common Uſage of this. 


Seſſ. 3. 4. 5. 6. 9. II. A. D. © Houſe has been, to 


1586. continue Sitting, till 


Seſſ. May 8. 1640. Lower © the Prolocutor did Pro- 


Houſe Books. rogue or Adjourn, or 


Seſſe 


0V1s 
Martiz 6. 


2 


April 17. 1679. ibid. 
By Deputy 
Seſſ. 7. Nov. 23a 1586. ib. 
Seſſ. 10. ib. May 2. 1640. 
ibid. 
Witli Conſent of the 
Houſe. 
Seſſ. May 2* 1640. ibid. 
Wn te ibid. 
Condocatꝰ iucept. Novemb. 
4+ 1640. ibid. paſſim. 
Intimations. 


Convocatꝰ 1586. 1588. 


paſſim. 


Minute- Boot 166 1. paſſim. 


To a Different Day. 


Seſſ. May 5. 1640. beth 


' Books Collated. 


Seſſ. 12+ Dec. 9. 1640. both 
Books Collated, ut ſupra- 


In hunc locum. 


Seſſ. 2. Upper Honſe Book 


Collated, with Seſſ. 3 


Lower Houſe Book, A pril 


17" & 23* 1640. 


St Pauls aud Lambeth. 


Self. 10. 1586. Se/ . . oY 


1588. 
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Seſſ. Nov. 28. 1640. ibid. 
Seſſ. March 21. 1677. & 


Intimate the Adjourn- 
* ment or Prorogation 
© thereof, either Perſo- 
“ nally,or by ſome Mem- 
ber of this Houſe, there- 
* unto deputed by him; 
* and in both theſe Caſes 
(as We conceive) with 
« the Conſent of this 
“ Houſe. And We alſo 
find by ſome Inſtances, 
* that this Houſe did not 
« always Prorogue or 
* N the ſame 
* day with the Upper- 
oy Houſe. * 

« We find the like 
Common Uſage of this 
Houſe to have been, 
* that When in the Up- 
per Houſe the Convo- 
cation was Proroug'd, 
* or Adjourn'd by the 
& words In hunc locum, 
This Houſe did meet 
* apart from the ſame, 
at the ſame Particular 
% Place where it fat laſt. 
And when the Convo- 
cation was Prorogu'd 
or Adjourn'd to ſome 
other General Place, vz. 


cc 
(e 


„ St. Pauls or Lambeth, 


„ then alſo this Houſe 
« id Allemble in a Se- 
Sf 


Se 
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Houſe went up. * parate Place, diſtinctly 


* from theyr Lordſhips 
Seſſ. 11. 1586. Seſſ. 4. | PS. 
RL 4. 1586, 4 * And farther, We 


find no foot-ſteps of 
Seſſ 8. 1588. | * Evidence to conclude, 
Houſe call d up. „that it was ever the 


Seſſ. 1. 2. 3. 6. 9. in Fe- Practice of this Houſe, 
bruary, 1586. ** to attend theyr Lord- 
Seſſ. 3. 4. 5. 6. 8. 12. i» fſhips, before thisHouſe | 
1588, * did Meet and Sit, pur- 
Seſſ. June 13. 1662. * ſuant to theyr former 
* Adjournment. But 
* when this Houſe hath firſt Mett and Sate, it hath 
“been the conſtant Practice to Attend theyr Lord- 
{© ſÞips with Buſineſs of theyr own at theyr own Mo- 
tion, or when they were calPd up to theyr Lord- 
* ſhips by a Special Meſſenger. 


Li 


Ln 


** 


Agreed to by the Committee Nemine Contradi- 
cente, March 5. 1700. juxta, &. in præſen- 
tia Mei. 

Thome Rous No.“ Pub.“ 


NOW to make this Anſwer as intelligible as 
We can, to thoſe who have not had Opportunity 
to perule our Books, or Leiſure to inquire 1ato the 
Grounds and Reaſons of- our Claims, We conceive 
ir will be fit aud proper, before we proceed in our 
Narration to Ser forth particularly, what our Claims 
are, and to pi ove the Jultice of 'em, both by Rea- 
/on, and from Fact. 

The firit Paragraph of our Anſwer relates to 
TIME: The +econd. and the beginning of the 
ird to PAC U: Vo Wich two General Heads are 
reducible. All the Rights, wich We had FO 

caſion 
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caſion given us to inſiſt on. For concerning our 
Attendance on their Lordſhips upon Buſineſs of our 
Own at our Own Motion (the Attendance mention'd in 
the cloſe of the third Paragraph) there was Yet no 
Diſpute; though Afterwards it was made a Queſtion, 
Whether any ſuch Meſlage from the Lower Houſe 
ſhould be admitted, unleſs it were brought up to their 


Lordſhips by the Prolocutor himſelf. 


As to TIME, the Point ia queſtion is not, Whe- 
ther the Lower Houſe are bound to hold a Seſſion 
in theyr Own Houſe at the time to which the Lords 
ſhall Adjourn? For (as We ſayd before) We diſpute 
not but we may be ſo oblig'd: But the Power of Ad- 
journment we prætend to, and from Ancient Ulage 
prove due to us in the firſt Paragraph of our Anſwer, 
is contain'd in theſe two Propoſitions. 

1. That the Lower Houſe of Convocation is not 
Broken up by a bare Signification that the Upper is 
Adjourn'd. 

2. That the Lower Houſe May Meet, and Sit, and 
Act, if it ſee Cauſe, ina time intermediate between 
the Seſſions of the Upper. 

And it is to be obſerv'd, that no Power of Ad- 
journment (if we are able to prove it belongs to 


n TI 
us) can ſo much as be conceived, wichout he 


Allowance of one at leatt of theſe two Propo— 


ſitions. For to be bound to Riſe as ſoon as theyr 
Lordſhips are Riſen, and not to Sit again till theyr 
Lordſhips appoint to Sit, cannot poſſibly be on- 
liſtent with a Power of Adjourning In our ſelves. 
It is farther obſervable, that Allowing either of 
theſe two Propoſitions, the other mult equally be 
allow'd, becauſe they mutually infer each other. 
For a Liberty to continue Sitting After their Lord- 
{hips are Riſen, ſeems a full proof of a Liberty 5 

it 


. TIE 
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Sit in an Intermediate time: and a Liberty to Be- 
gin a Seſſion in an Intermediate 'time, is a plain 
Demonſtration of a Liberty to Continue Sitting 


0 * 
* 


after theyr Lordſhips are Riſen. 
This præmis'd, We proceed to the Proof of our 
Aſſertions. | T DOTS monie f 

And firſt, In Reaſon It can never be ſuppos'd, 
that a Body of Men, ſuch as the Lower Houſe 
of Convocation, ho have * the Eftabliſh'd Con- 
{titution Proper Buſineſs of theyr own to do, and 
have been Legally Summon'd to have the Oppor- 
tunity of doing it, and are attendant upon it, have 
not Power to proceed in it as theyr Occaſions re- 
1 until, by Prorogation (properly ſo calPd) 
they are Diſcharg'd from it. Much leſs is it poſ- 
ſible to imagine, that They, whoſe Bulineſs is ge- 
nerally different from that which is tranſacted at 
the ſame time in the Upper Houſe, whole Debates 
are manag'd not only in a Room apart, and a- 
mong themſelves, independently from their Lord- 
ſhips, bur: by greater Numbers, and are therefore 
incapable of being Commenſurate in Time with 
the Conſultations of the Biſhops, ſhould be 
under ſo abſurd a. Confinement, as Never to be 
permitted to Enter upon Buſineſs without firſt At- 
tending on theyr Lordſhips Sitting, and to be al- 
ways bound to Break up immediately upon No- 
tice of theyr Lordſhip's Riſing, withour any Re- 
gard to the Importance of the Buſineſs then before 
them, or e heh have made in it, and 
without any Liberty to Meet and 'Finiſh it in an 
intermediate time. Which is yet more abſurd, 
in caſe it be expected as it often is, that the Re- 
ſult of theyr Debates ſhould be' ready to be layd 
before theyr Lordſhips, at theyr next /n. F mw 
1A D al 
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all which it cannot but appear, that In Reaſon, 
the Power of Adjourning the Lower Houſe of 
Convocation, is, and muſt be in that Houſe it 
Self. So that if there ſhould be any dubious Præ- 
cedents that may, ſeem to make againſt us, yet 
plain and evident Reaſon being for us, will go- 
vern their meaning in our favour: but if the Præ- 
cedents be 3255 too, as to Us they appear; plain 
and evident Reaſon joyning with 'em, will give 'em 
the force of Demonſtration. A 00⁰⁰/ H]. 

Wie doubt not therefore of producing undenya- 
ble Proofs, that the Lower Houfe's Exerciſe of a 
Power to Adjourn. it ſelf, is agreeable to the An- 
cient Practice. And to make our Proofs, more eaſy 
and intelligible to the Reader, We ſhall chuſe to 
Begin with the Convocations in 1640 under Arch- 
bib Laud. As well, Becauſe in thoſe two Con- 


vocations, and in them only, We have. Books of 


both, Houſes, . Intire Acts of the Upper Houſe, 


and Minutes of the Lower; by comparing of 


which together, We are beſt able to explain ſome 
Terms and Paſſages which might otherwiſe ſeem 
obſcure: as alſo, Becauſe it cannot be ſuppos'd, 
that, under That Archbiſhop, eſpecially, conſidering. 
that his Friend and Favorite, and: 10 knowing a 
Man as Pr. Steward was, then Prolocutor, and 
that the, Actuar) neither ought nor uſes. to write 
down any thing but under the Direction of the 
Wige there ſhould any thing be enter'd, even 


n the 


were All of em then in being. 


11 


inutes of the Lower Houſe , which 
either tended to Infringe the juſt: Power of the 
Archbiſhop, or was not agreeable to the Style 
and Practice of former Convocations, whoſe Acts 


| 
| 
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In the Seſſion of November 21. 1640. (See Num- . 


ber IV. in the Appendix) It appears by the Acts 
of the Upper Houſe, that nothing paſs'd in that 
Houſe but a Mere Adjournment, by the Biſhop of 
Ste Aleph as the Archbiſhop's Commiſſary, in Com- 
mon Form. But the Minutes of the Lower Houſe 
inform us, that the ſame day, notwithſtanding the 
Adjournment of the Hujuſmodi Convocatio in the 
Upper Houſe already made, very much buſineſs, 
hich could not but take up. Several hours, Was 
tranſacted by the Domini Prelati & Cleri Domus 
Inferioris, who then Adjourn'd Themſelves. For 
if any Man can be ſo extravagant as to think, 
that During ſo long a time, the Biſhop of St. 4. 
ſaph fate Alone in the Upper Houſe, and wayted 
onely to Adjourn, this can never be allow'd, be- 
cauſe the Minutes ſay exprally that Dowins (who 
in all good conſtruction mult be the Domini before 
mention'd, and could be no other, no other being 
then Sitting) Prorogarant ulteriorem Seſſianew. That 
Damini is the common Notarial Term apply d by 
Actuaryes to thoſe that employ em, . that tlie 
Actuary, in giving the Inferior Clergy the title 
of Prælati has both Uſage and Law too on his 
Side, is ſo well known to them that have Any 
knowledge in theſe matters, that the mention of 
it had been needleſs, and indeed inexcuſable, if it 
had not been occafon'd by the Errors of ſome that 
Would be thought the molt knowing. 
Having mention'd this material Inſtance thus at 
large, we ſhall not dwell upon thoſe many other 
to the ſame purpoſe, which occur throughout the 
Convocations of that Lear; but referr You for the 
chief of em to the Appendix. See Numb. V. VI. 
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e 1 „„ r 4 hs SOR 
» See 4. Only * one we are oblig'd to take notice of, 
N Vn. and expreſly mention in this place, becauſe it gives 
an Inſtance of our Adjourning te an Intermediate 
time" 2 «rt? * eat Prof; iff 1 21917 3 Ut JC w 
1 121  Decemb, T 10, 1640. The DVyyer 
; & » ——_— 3 Houſe Adjourn'd to the thirteenth' of 
4. 5 Or 1 , f: | | 
know, tbe Biſhops might meet 7 anuary next 7 but the Lower 5 to the 
berweon — 9. and Jan. 13. twenty third of the ſame ef, 
frary th their Prorozatiun; on which day, They accordingly 
but becauſe the Regiſter (to ” Js ewe if ;- 81.0; 
that time very af 1 ba. met * and though they Then Ad- 
cular, as Ne vellt us) ſays no. journ'd to Jan. 13. to Which the 


Juch ebing, "tis much ire Biſhops were Adjourn'd, yet they 


robable they did not meet, but pa | FS % 
_ we » | many more did It Sub Proteſt atione de Revocan 


Inſt ances of intermediate Seſ-'' Actum prædict. caſu quo neceſſe fuerit 
Jn T bby geit ge. dae Which ad of er 
tion, or Refervation of Power be- 

ing uſual not onely in our Own Synods, but in 

|| See Ap- 1. * Councils having Liberty to determine 
pendix, the Times of theyr on Seffions, 'plainly'- ſhews, 
N. VIE that They who thus Proteſted, conceiv'd Themſelves 
do have a like full and free Liberty of Appointing 
theyr Own time. And ſhews moreover, that the 
Adjournment was theyr own Proper Act; for other- 

wiſe it had been ridiculous, to prætend to a Power 

of Revoking it. „ By et SC 

It is no juſt Exception to this Inſtance, that this 

twenty third of December was in the beginning of 

the Archbiſhop's Troubles. For (beſides that on 
December 19. the Biſhops were Adjourn'd by his 
Commiſſion, when Himſelf was in Cuſtody ) his 
Clergy were fo far from Attempting to Incroach 

upon him in his Affliction, that they rather redoubled 

theyr Expreſſions of Duty and Reſpett to him, for 

the Sake of his Troubles. However, We have ano- 

ther Inſtance of Adjourning to an Intermediate 

time 


| 
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time (ſee Numb. IX) and the Archiepiſcopal Power 
and Authority were never greater ſince the Refor- 
mation, and never more unlikely to ſuffer any Di- 
minution, 'than they were at the time of this Ad- 
journment- | (5 
' By this Opportunity of comparing the Books of 
both Houſes, We are let into the true Interpreta- 
tion of thoſe Acts of the Upper Houſe, in which the 
4 pr Convocatio or the Hec Sacra Synodus, &c is 


ſayd to be Adjourn'd; and plainly fee, the free Power 
which the Lower exercis'd aiider Archbiſhop Laud. 
And it cannot be præſum'd, that ſuch would have 
been the Practice of the Clergy at That time, and 
(as once more we muſt have leave to lay) under That 
Archbiſhop, and Dr. Steward Prolocutor, had it not 
been agreeable to the Prattice of All Elder Convo- 
cations, whoſe Intire Acts were Then in being and 
before them. | 

And the Reader is now. deſir'd to take this Obſer- 
vation along with him, to the Acts of the Lower 
Houſe in 1586. and 1588. where we have no Books 
of the Upper. It will ſerve to clear beyond excep- 
tion the Meaning of ſome Expreſſions in thoſe Acts, 
not wholly ſecure without it from being miſcon- 
ſtru'd, though full and plain enough of themſelves, 
if Impartially conſider'd. For example, the many 
Adjournments of the Lower Houſe expreſs'd there 
by Prolocutor Continuavit hujuſmodi Convocationem 
quoad hanc Domum, muſt of neceſſity (allowing this 
a true Obſervation) be underſtood to be ſuch as at 
firſt ſight they appear, and to have been, of No 
other kind than thoſe that are expreſs'd by Domini 
Contiuuarunt, and Domini Prorogarunt in 1640. And 


thus, ſuppoſing che Houſe to have had that Power 


which it plainly appears They then had, the words 
Pro- 
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Prolocutor intimavit muſt alſo, in all reaſonable Inter- 
pretation be conſtru'd to the ſame ſenſe; and imply 
the Conſent either Expreſs or Tacit of the Houſe, that 
they were willing to fit no longer at that time, and 
not to meet again before the Archbiſhop's day: eſpeci- 


ally conſidering that (as before has been obſerv'd) the 


Expreſſion no way derogates from the Power; and 


that to Intimate, does not always imply a Delegated 


See Ap- 


pendi x. 
Numb. X. 


7 See Ap- 


| pendix. 


dumb XI. 


Power; much leſs muſt it here needs imply a Depu- 
tation by the Archbiſhop. Thus there can be no rea- 
ſonable doubt about the true meaning of thoſe two 
Phraſes, by which, moſt of the Adjournments in the 
Acts aforeſaid are expreſs'd: and the * few remain- 
ing Inſtances in which the Adjourament made in 
the Upper Houſe was otherwiſe caſually ſignity*d to 
ſome tew (tragling Members of the Lower, cannot, 
now we are ſo well aſſur'd of the Authority and 
Power of the Lower Houſe, be any way prejudicial to 
its Claim; becaule at thoſe times, it appears upon 
the Books, that the Lower Houſe was by ſome chance 
or other not aſſembled,” and conſequently not in a ca- 
pacity to exerciſe the Power that belong'd to it. 

Now concerning Intermediate Seſſions , though 
We cannot, be Politive there were any in theſe two 
Convocations; yet wWe find great Reaſon to believe 
that the Lower Clergy were not Then without that 
Liberty which we N actually exercis'd in 
1640. For 4 thus far the Practice of the Convoca- 
tion and the Parliament have Ever agree'd, that E- 
ven in thoſe Ancient times when each Aſſembly made 
but one Houſe, As the Commons in Parliament, ſo 
the Lower Clergy in Convocation, us'd to meet and 
to conſult about theyr Buſineſs in the Intervals of 
theyr Full Parliaments: the Commons ſometimes by 
the King's Direction, lometimes apon His buſinets 

at 
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at their Own Diſcretion; the Clergy ſometimes at his 
Grace's Appointment, and ſometimes at theyr Own E- 


lection upon buſineſs propos'd by him. || And 


Why theu might not the Lower Clergy Some- 
times meet Without his Grace's interpoſing 


(as the C mmons met without the King's) to 


præpare tleyr Own Buſineſs? which is as 
truly and properly Convocation-Buſineſs 
as any tluvng proposd by the Archbi- 


| Thts we learn, 
and in this caſe tig 
All we can ex t 
from the Archbi- 


ſhops Regiſters ; for 


we know theyr Rule 
1s to record thile 
Trauſactions only im 
which his Grace bas 


ſhop? and could no more be tranſacted /e band. 


without the benefit of Intermediate Meetings than 
that of the Commons could in Parliament ? Theſe 
Præſumtions, ſupported by the Known Practice of 
r640. which could not Then be firſt begun, are e- 
nough to farishe any reaſonable Man, that the Lower 
Clergy enſoy'd the Liberty we contend tor While the 
whole Convocation made but one Houle : And if this 
be granted, that by afterwards becoming a Diſtinct 
Houſe, they became Unquality'd to Continue theyr 
Diſtin& Meetings, is a thing too abſurd to be ſup- 
pos'd. | 


But after all, and to conclude this Argument, There 


is a Power, which We find upon our Books has been 
always exercis'd heretofore, and is not deny'd Us. 
even Now /ſo efſential.it is to all Aſſemblies of this. 


kind) which alone, is. a full and ſufficient Proof, 
though We had No other of what We have been. hi- 


therto aſſerting : and that is, the Power of Appoint-- 
ing Committees to Sit and Act in the Intervals of Seſ- 
ſions. For neither could ſuch Committees be Law- 
ful Aſſemblys if they had not Authority from the 
Houſe; nor could the Houſe Give ſuch l it 


it ſelf might not lawtully have aſſembled at the ſame: 


time. 
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The other Branch of our Anſwer concerns PLACE 


and about That we ſhould not much diſpute if it did 
not involve our Time. 05 


Now to ſet this matter in a clear light, We deny 
not but To whatſoever General Place (as St. Paul's, 
or Weſtminſter) the Præſens Convocatio is Adjourn'd, 
the Whole Body may be oblig'd to hold a Su in 
That Place at the Time appointed. Nor do theyr 
LordſÞhips deny, that In every ſuch General Place, 
there ought to be aſſign'd two Particular Places or 


Diſtinct Rooms, for the Separate why prom" Tomy Sit- 
l 


ting of the two Houſes. But theyr Lordſhips Præ- 
tend moreover, that the Lower Clergy are of ordina- 
ry courſe Firſt to wayt upon Them in the Upper 
Houſe, Before they go to Sit in theyr Own : and this 


Prætence We oppoſe, as a thing that has neither Rea- 


{on nor Præcedent to ſupport it. 

For firſt, This Claim added to theyr former ſerves 
only to make 'em both more unreaſonable. The 
former allows Us no time for buſineſs but what their 
Lordſhips ſhall appoint : This robs us even of the 
time which they Have appointed; at leaſt of fo much 


.. of it as theyr Lordſhips ſhall think fit to employ o- 
therwiſe, or ſpend in Delays before theyr meeting: 
and at laſt it may happen, that after We have long 


wayted in hopes of Sitting, a Commiſſary only may 
come, to Prorogue farther, and tell us when we may 
again pay as long attendance to as little purpoſe. 


And as we may from hence conclude, that ſuch an 
Attendance was never payd, fo, that it is abſurd to 
ſuppoſe it ever was or could be expected, is manifeſt ' 


from the uſual appointments both of Time and 
Place. | 


ſhips ſuppoſition were true) in Reaſon there ſhould 
have 


For As to Time, There is not, as (if their Lord- 


Qs. es 'wd a= ' oil © . Se. awd. a: 


„ a 


. #4 Saas . 
eln 


A Narrative, &Cc. 


have been, a determinate hour fix*d, at which theyr 


Lordſhips oblige Themſelves to meet, as well as they 


would Us to attend : But on the contrary, the con- 
{tant Practice has allow'd a Latitude of ſome hours, 
as from 8 to 11, org to 12: of which time, ſince 
their Lordſhips think themſelves at liberty to chuſe 
any minute even the very laſt to Meet in, it would 
be an unreaſonable hardſhip for Us to Attend and 
have nothing elſe to do but to Attend, from the very 


firſt, Yet unleſs We do ſo, We cannot be in ſuch 2 
readineſs to wayt upon theyr Lordſhips as by virtue 


of this Claim they expect. 

As to Place; Had ſuch an Attendance been cuſto- 
mary, there would have been a cuſtomary Room for 
it ; and the Courteſy of the Conſtitution would have 
never left us to wayt among theyr Lordſhips Foot- 
men. Will it be ſayd that We may wayt in theyr 
Lordſhips Room? This indeed were more decent, 
and our being Adjourn'd into Jeraſalem- Chamber might 
ſeem to warrant our Eztry : but we neither think it 


Manners to Intrude there, nor do theyr Lordſhips 


think fit to admit Us: if they did, We præſume they 
rather would invite us to take the Advantage of theyr 
Prayers, than appoint us to wayt without doors to 
no manner of purpoſe, but only to be ſo long hindred 
from ſaying of our own. But if it be ſayd that We 
may meet and wayt in our own Room, it may be 
reply'd, And why not Pray? nay even Conſult there 
too as foon as We are met ? For what can be more 


abſurd than to ſay We have not liberty at That time, 


to do thoſe things, which, as we have already prov'd, 
we May do in Any Other ſpace of time, either before 

or atter ? 
This is ſpoken of Ordinary Adjournments Concerning 
which the Quęſtion was firſt mov'd : and to this Rea- 
LE loning 
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ſoning, the Precedents exactly agree, there being no 
footſtep of any ſuch przliminary Attendance in any of 
the Lords Books, or of our Own. Yet the Acts are very 
particular and circumttantial in relating whatever is 
tranſacted in Either Houſe; even matters of mere 
Form are never omitted, but enter'd with great Ex- 
actneſs. We never find that the Prolocutor went up 
to the Upper Houſe, but the time and occaſion of his 

oing is punctually ſet down, together with the num- 
per and the names of thoſe that attended lim: and 
therefore that the wayting of the Whole Houſe upon 
theyr Lordſhips, or even of the Prolocutor with ſome 
Membets in the name of the reſt, [ſhould have Al- 
ways been practis'd and Never mention'd, is incre- 
dible. Such a Reſpect, payd with ſo much Solem- 
nity could not well be unmention'd in Our Own 


Books: Bur the conſtant omiſſion of it in the Books. 


of the Upper Houſe would have been a Neglect ſo 
unpardonable, that it cannot be conceiv'd any Actu- 
ary could be guilty of it, or theyr Lordſhips would 
ever ſuffer it. | 

Nor have We only the Silence gf All the Acts, but 
the Voice of many of 'em to allege in our behalf. 
Thoſe of the Lower Houle in 1586 and 1588 almoſt 
all of 'em conclude with an Adjournment In hoc loco, 
where the Room ſpoken of could be No other than 
that in which it was ſpoken. For if it ſhould be 
ſayd, that the words 1, hoc loco pronounc'd (though 
by the Prolocutor, yet) out of the Archbilhop's Sche- 
dule, mult needs ſignify that particular place in which 
the Archbiſhop ſign'd the Schedule; We reply firſt, 
that ?Tis far from being certain, that his Grace's 
tranſmitting ſuch a Schedule to the Lower Houſe, is 
of ancient uſe: and ſecondly, Suppoſe it were, yet 
the Acts ature us, that the Lower Houſe always un- 


derſtood 
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derſtood that Locus to be ſome Common Place, as 
St. Paul's or Weſtminſter, in which che Convocation 
was to meet; and in which, They as well as the Up- 

r Houſe had a Room of theyr Own, to which 

oom therefore they Adjourn'd : for in that Room 
they met accordingly at the time to which they were 
adjourn'd, as plainly appears upon the Regiſter. 

This is a full Satisfaction to the Quæſtion, and to 
the Caſe of the Ordinary Schedule which is ſign'd in 
the Upper Houſe, and Adjourns 1z hunc locum. 

As for that other which theyr Lordſhips lately in- 
troduc'd, and for ſome good Reaſons We doubt nor 
thought fit again to lay aſide, that wherein they ex- 

eſly nam'd theyr own Room Jeraſalem-Chamber, in 

the Body of the Schedule; though it ſhould not, as it 
does, lye open to the ſame Exceptions as the former, 
yet its Novelty and want of Præcedent were a ſuffi- 
cient argument againſt it. But beſides this, the onl 
Uſe of it that theyr Lordſhips can prætend, which 1s 
to give Notice they would ſpeak with us in the be- 
ginning of the next Sn, is Much better provided 
for by the Ordinary and Ancient Practice, of ſending 
for us when theyr Lordſhips are met, it Then they 
ha ve any thing to Communicate tous. 
This particular account of the Nature and Juſtice 
of our Claims, long as it is, will We hope be found 
Uſeful, and ſo much to the Reader's ſatisfaction, as 
to need no Apo ogy for its having interrupted our 
Narration, :o which it is now time to return. 

OU RH Sefton, herein the Prolocutor deliver'd 
our Repc-i or Anſwer to his Grace in che Upper 
Houſe, was concluded in the fame manner that the 
fourth had been: ASchedule being ſent us of the lame 
Form with the lat, the Adjournment was Intimared 
as before, to Jeruſalem-Chamber With 4 Salvo Jure. | 
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Seſſio. VI. But the next Seſſion, the Schedule of Adjournment 
Xe; was chang'd; and the words vulgo vocat. Jeruſalem 
1 Chamber being omitted, the Salvo Jure was omitted 
too. The Adjournment was Intimated ſimply I 
hanc locum, and the Houſe agreed to meet in the Low- 
er Houſe without firſt going to Jeraſalem-Chamber. 
Sefſio III. Being met accordingly at ths time to which they 
Jovis. Mar- . 5 
113. Were Adjourn'd, the Prolocutor upon a Meſſage from 
his Grace went up to the Upper Houſe, and return'd 
with Promife of a Reply to our Anſwer : but he 
brought with him a Schedule, wherein the words vu 
go wvocat Jeruſalem Chamber were again inſerted. It 
was ſome ſurpriſe to Us, that his Grace and his Bre- 
thren ſhould ſo haſtily reſume the Form They had 
ſeem'd inclin'd to lay aſide; but the Houfe conſider- 
ing they were promis'd, that the Lords Reply ſhould 
be ready by their next Seſſion, whereby the Contro- 
verſy between the two Houſes, would be Then ripe 
for a regular Determination, conſented for the præ- 
fent to have theyr Adjournment Intimated as before 
in the ſame caſe Salvo Jure, and agreed they would 
attend as formerly in Jeruſalem-Chamber, before they 
began their next Seſſion. 
ae This they did on the Taeſag following, and went 
Mar: 18, afterwards to their Own Houſe; where the Prolocutor 
acquainted *em, that by reaſon of fome Extraordinary 
Attendance theyr Lordſhips were oblig'd to give in 
Parliament, theyr Reply could not be ready for theyr 
Own view till 7hur/day, but on Saturday this Houſe 
might expect it. And in the Schedule ſent This day 
the words v/go vocat. Jeruſalem- Chamber being, again 
omitted, and never atter us'd, the Houſe (as for- 
merly ) adjourn'd without a Salvo Fare, and never 
after attended, nor as They conceive were expected 
in Jeruſalem-Chamber. 3 
8 
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The Adjournment of the next Seſſion upon Thurſ- Selio 1%. 
<9; was Intimated as this was, for the fame Rea-J2%% Mar 
on. 
 _ Upon Saturday his Grace Sitting with his Brethren Seſio X. 
in the Upper Houſe, ſent for the Prolocutor, and de- uli. 
liver'd to him in Writing the Reply promis'd by theyr 
Lord ſhips, together with a Schedule of Adjournment. 
Which Reply, notwithſtanding the great and unex- 
pected length of it, was read in the Lower Houſe the 
ſame day, and referr'd to the Committee of Adjourn- 
ments, and then with the Conſent of the Houſe, the 
Adjournment was Intimated to Thurſday March the 
twentyſeventh. 

IT cannot be expected we ſhould here inſert a Co- 
py of theyr Lord ſhips Papers which make up many 
ſheets ; much leſs a diſtin&t and full Examination of 
*em Paragraph by Paragraph, which would take up 
above as many more. But poſſibly the Reader may 
be curious to know at leaſt the Subſtance of what is 
contain'd in this Reply, and the Senſe of the Lower 
Houſe upon it. As to Both theſe therefore we {hall 
try to give him Satisfaction, with the utmoit Fideli- 
ty, and as Briefly as the Thing will bear. 

I. The main Foundation of theyr Lordſhips Re- 
ply, and the thing They always have recourſe to 
* diſtreſs'd by an Objection, is the Original 


9 — 4 — 


Right of the Archbiſhop, as Præſident of the Con- 

vocation, whereby he has the SOLE Power of Ad- 

| _— the Whole Body, as he Now prætends to 
0. 

The Original Right and Sole Power of the Arch- 
biſhop, to Call and Manage, and Prorogue and 
Diſſolve a Convocation at his pleaſure, as if Con- 
vocatio ſua meant a Creature of his Own, and 
Thus to Præſide over not only the Inferior Clergy, 

ut 
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but even his Brethren and Comprovincials; depri- 
ving Them æqually with the other of theyr Sy- 


nodical Aſſemblyes; whence it is derivd, and 


how long it has obtain'd, it may concern theyr 
Lordſhips as much as Vs to inquire. If it belong'd 
to him in his Legatine Capacity, We know the 
date of it: If his Metropolitical be prætended for 
it, Every one knows under what Reſtraints it firſt 
was; by what ſteps it roſe higher; and by whoſe 
Conceſſions it ſo Commands. That his Preſidency 
over his Comprovincials was Founded in the Præce- 
dency of his City: that as the calling of his Bre- 
thren was truſted with him upon Extraordinary 
Occaſions, ſo He was at Ordinary times Oblig'd 
to meet Them: and that if They were to do no- 
thing of Moment without Him, neither was He licens'd 
to AQ without Them: and that, though great Au- 
thority was afterwards veſted in him for the Exe- 
cution of the Canons, yet all he had was com- 
mitted to him by Agreement, and by that might 
be Qualifv'd and Revok*d. So that we need not be 
over-curious to inquire the Age of this Abſolute 
Authority, being very well aſſur'd that it. is not 
Neceſſarily-inhærent and Perpetual. 

And though theyr Lordſhips are pleas'd to ſup- 
poſe that © Vot hing was done or enacted at the Refor- 
mation, that could any way præjudice his Grace's 
Right; yet they may bepleas'd to remember, that 
at Our withdrawing Our Obedience from the Pose, 
which was the firſt Tranſaction of our Reſorwa— 
tion, an Act Parliament paſs'd, by reaſon wiicre- 


of no Archbiſhop has thought himſelf 2: Liberty 
ſinec, to Call or Diſſolve, or ever ſtrictly ſpeaking 
to Prorque a Convocation,” but by- Virtue of the 


Rings Writ, Fs 
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The Archbiſhop's Power ſeems Now to be re- 
duc'd to that of Adjourning only, and concerning 
that only We diſpute : but whether he Now have 
it in himſelf Singly, or whether he Ever had it fo, 
it is not Our Buſineſs to inquire. For whether 


the Adjournments were Anciently made in Con- 


vocation, with the Suffragans Concurrence, or with- 


out it, We have however ſeen Reaſon to fuppoſe, 


that they were no hinderance to the Lower Cler- 
gy from meeting together in the Mean time, even 
then when they made but one Houſe with theyr 
Lordſhips : and much leſs afterwards, when they 
came to be Separate and Diſtinct. This was col- 
lected from the Nature of their Buſiacls, and from 
tome Intimations even out of theyr Lordſhips 
Books: nor could more proof be expected from Us, 
who have no Books of our Own Houſe of that 
Pate to produce. 


And though theyr Lordſhips take the Liberty 


ro preſume, from the mention made in thoſe Ear- 


ly Acts of theyr Own Houſe of the Archbiſhop's 


Adjourning the Convocation, that the Lower Houle 
did nothing iu the Mean time; this undoubtedly 
can no more be allow'd them, than it can be that 
they ſhould Now argue, from the like Recital in 
the Acts of the Upper Honſe in 1640. that there- 


tore the Lower Houſe had no ſuch Power and: 


Practice, as theyr Minutes of that time plainly ex- 


preſs them to have had. And whereas theyr Lordſhips. 


do not doubt, but what they 3 of the Origi- 
nal Right of the Archbiſhop will appear an un- 


« 


** 


** Regiſters of Convocation from 1529. to 1586. 


*« ſhall be brought ro light; it will be the much. 


Aurer way, to conclude, from fuch a Power of the 
| Lower 


denyable truth, when the Extracts out of the 
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Lower Houſe, as appears in Our Books to have been 
exercis'd in 1640. and upwards in 1586. that there 
was the ſame Power in the Lower Houſe in Elder 
times ; and that it would undoubtedly have ap- 
pear*d, had we had theyr Journals. | 

We might add, that Suppoſing All this Power 
of Adjournment to have been in the Archbiſhop 
of Old; yet ſuch his Power, as it was once Ac- 
quir'd, ſo it might again be Relinquiſh'd, and no 
way. præjudice Our Claims, which are founded on 
Præſcription of more than an hundred years ſince, 
a ee in Law is ſufficient to Affirm 
2 Right. 

II. The next Argument theyr Lordſhips inſiſt on, 
is theyr Own Interpretation of the Acts in 1586. 
and 1588. But in the Expoſition of theſe (as 
throughout theyr whole Reply) it is to be obſerv'd, 
that they firſt pitch upon the Obſcureſt Expreſſions, 
and having Forc'd them toSubmit to the Original 
Right of the Archbiſhop, They interpret the Plain- 
er places by 'em quite contrary to the meaning of 
the Words. 

As for initance, Where the Prolocutor is ſavd to 
Intimate, the Adjournment of the Houſe, they lay hold 
on the word Intimare, and taking it in its meaner Senſe, 
will have it lignity no more than that the Prolocutor 
Told the Houle of his Grace's pleaſure , without 


asking Theyrs. Then, by Virtue of this Suppoſition, 


when 'tis ſayd more clearly that Prolocutor conti- 
nuavit hwguſmoadt Convocationem quoad hanc Domu, 
this too they will have to be done by a Special 
Mandate of the Archbiſhop, though no ſuch Man- 
date appear upon the Acts, in which, as Special a 
Mention of it was to be expected. But becauſe 
this Quoad hanc Domum, ſo plain, fo expreſs, and 
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ſo often repeated, ſeems ſtill to bear hard 
upon them, they tell Us 'tis a looſe and 
Unaccurate Expreſſion, for which they 
diſparage the Actuary Edward Say, of whom, 
with Submiſſion, We conceive they have 
No knowtedge, and to whom they would 
have No Exception, if his Acts were not 
in Our favour. And *tis only to depreſs 
him (as may fairly be Wepper that theyr 


Lordſhips ſpeak fo well of Barker, his Fel- 


low-Notary, one æqually unknown to 
them- 


This and all the 
reſt of the Objettions 
under this Head 
mentioned, He that 
writ the Letter had 
the wit or the good 
luck to Drop. He has 
done as much by D 
vers others both be- 
fore and after, too 
weak to abide by;and 
mig he have deſerv d 
the Biſhops Thauks, 
if he had not put 
weaker in they: 


Read, 


For between the Actuaryes themſelves, there 
ſeems to have been No emulation, but rather a 
fair correſpondence. For Barker having phras'd the 
Adjournment of the Second Seſſion by Prolocutor 
Intimavit, in the very next Seſſion joyns withSay, in 
ſtyling it, Prorogavit Convocationem quoad hanc Do- 
mum. This theyr Lordſhips obſerve to be the fir/t 


time that this Expreſſion can be found to have ever 


been us d: and 


ell it may, for 'tis found in the 


beginning of the very firſt Book that remains. 
They are pleas'd farther to obſerve, that whereas 
« the latrer part of theſe Acts of 1586. (wherein the 
« word Intimavit is moſt commonly us'd) is fairly 
« tranſcrib'd, the former (in which this Quoad hanc 
% Domum fo frequently occurs) is not: Probæbly, 
« fay theyr Lordſhips, as being eſteem'd Irregular, 
« and not fit to be tranſcrib'd by Barker, who ſeems 
“an accurate Man. But the truth is, the firſt part 
is ſo fairly written, that it needed not to be tran- 
ſcrib'd, and the Other, full of Interlinings, re- 
quir'd it. And this appears pany by the Book 


it ſelf, the Interlin'd Sheets an 


both of 'em bound up — 


the fair Copy being 


But 
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But to put this Matter out of Doubt, to prove this 
Expreſſion Irregular, and inform us Why this Quoad 
hauc Domum was us'd but ſeven or eight times, 
and not to the end of the Book (though ſo, it was 
often enough us'd to let us know the Phraſes were 
Equivalent) they bring down a learned Civilian 
Dr. Awbrey into the Lower Houſe, to correct the 
Aftuaryes Style, and to Adjourn the Houſe : not con- 
ſidering that 'tis certain by the very Acts they 


appeal to, (Sce Appendix, Numb. XII.) that Dr. 


Ambre came not at all into the Lower Houle, but 
Adjourn'd the Hujuſmodi Convocatio in the Upper. 
As a farther Proof that the Prolocutor Adjourns 


by a Delegated Power, *tis obſerv'd that in theſe 


Acts, He is ſayd to Pronounce Contumacy Reſer- 
vatd pænd, and to Adminiſter an Oath; which theyr 
Lordſhips Suppoſe he could not do, but by the 
Archbiſhop's Mandate. This Suppoſal ought not 
to be allow'd, ſince no ſuch Mandate is mention'd 
in the Acts, in which a Power Specially Delegated. 
muſt of neceſſity have been expreſs'd. Beſides that 


we are well aſſur'd, that the Prolocutor in both theſe- 


caſes, Has Power by Virtue of his Office: not Re- 
ſerving in the firſt Inſtance the Puniſhment to hin- 


ſelf according to theyr Lordſhips Conſtruction of 


Reſerv ala pena, but Reſerving the Puniſhment for 
a Suodical Act, which the. words We conceive will. 
bear as well. IS | 

III. In the third place, theyr. Lordſhips come to 


conſider the Journals of the two Convocations in- 
1640. in which we have Books of both Houſes: 


which compar'd together have. (as the Reader may 


remember) afforded us many an irrefragable Evi- 


dence. for the Rights we now pretend to. And 
here, they believe. it an advantage to theyr Cauſe, 
| | that 
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that They have Repiſfters, and We but Minutes 
though we — conceive, that Minutes are not 
the leſs to be credited for theyr being taken upon 
the Place; nor Regiſters the more, for theyr being 
filld up afterwards upon Memory: and yet 
'tis This only Circumſtance that gives theyr 
Lordſhips an occaſion, to prize the Regiſters as 
Regular and Authentic, and deſpiſe the Minutes as 
Looſe - and Haſty. Truſting too much to Memory 
is ſo likely fFFreate Miſtakes, that theyr Lord- 
ſhips think fit to object it to the Haſty Minute-mriter; 
but whether the Conſidering Notary that Extends ſuch 
Minutes into Adts, have not more occaſion to truſt 
.his Memory, we leave it to the Reader to Deter- 
mine. 

Towhomalſo We muſt refer it, Whether when 


the Minutes ſay that the Lower Houſe Adjourn'd 


it ſelf, the Regiſter contradicts them, by ſaying 
that the Archbiſhop in the Upper Houſe Continu'd 
the Præſens Convocatio? For this in our apprehenſion 


Z5 


proves rather, What the true mean- 
ing of Preſens Convocatio is, and 
that Diſtinct Adjournments are 
conſiſtent. But theyr Lordſhips 
not only diſallow this, but from it 
take occaſion, to arraign the Truth 
of the Minutes, and the Integrity of 
the Actuary. Very harſh Appella- 
tives- here and elſewhere they are 
pleas'd to beſtow upon him; they 


call him, 2 Looſe, Obſcure, Scribling, 


Daſbing, Careleſs, Haſty, Supine, 


IF it be objected, ſays ti 
Letter, p. 4. 5. that the Præ- 
ſens Convocatio, or the Hæc Sa- 
cra Synodus may fairly be re- 
ftrained to the Upper Houſe ; 
tis reply d, that Both the Up- 
per and Lower Houſe are diſtinct- 
ly expreſsd in the Archbiſhop's 
Prorogations: Thoſe he means 
which are in uſe Now, aud 
which be would inſinuate p. 2. 
always were ſo. But He might 
have known uf He did nor, 
that the aldeſt Prorogat ion in 
that form, is a great deal you n- 
ger than Ning Charles's Reſt au- 
ration; and therefore his Con- 


vocatio Provincialis Przlatorum & Cleri Cantuarienſis Provinciæ, with all the Pomp 
and Freth of it, cannetther S1nify any more, nor Operate any further, than the 
elder and more ſenſible Expreſſions ,of Præſens Convocatio, or Hæc, or Hujuſmodi 
But of this enough has veen ſaid already, beth in the Narrative 
Nameie's 


Sacra Synodus. 
and the Præface. F 2 
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Nameleſs Writer, making him worſe than Edward Say. 
To all which we ſhall only Reply, that Iuterlinea- 
tions and Corrections, always incident to Minutes, 
and certain indications of Exceſs, are not Argu- 
ments of Careleſſneſs and Inaccuracy: that Omiſſions 
of what he might have mention'd, interr not that 
he Fallify'd in what he Did mention: that his Styling 
the Lower Houſe Prelati (againſt all Uſage as They 
tell us) does not prove his want of Skill and Ability, 
ſince Law and Uſage are both of *em &Fhis Side: and 
that if his Name, which was Fiſher, were over-look'd 
by theyrLordſhips,nay if it had not been there,it does 
not therefore follow that his Book is of No Authority. 
It plainly appears, that the Book was an Original 
Minute Book, by the Writer's entring the Præſence of 
thoſe Members that appear'd, and the Fees they 
payd, and noting the Abſent as indebted : it appears, 
even from the Blots and Daſhes of the Pen that are 
objected to it, which no Man would tranſcribe or 
counterfeit And as for the Writer, His Fidelity 
ought not to be queſtion'd, who acted as a ſworn 
Public Notary; neither can we well doubt of his 
Ability who was choſe by Dr. Steward, and im- 
ploy'd in two ſucceſſive Convocations. But be— 


tides this, there are living Witnelſes of eredit, who. 


know his hand, and the writing of theſe very 
Minutes to be his hand, who were acquainted ch 
his Perſon, and give teſtimony to his Skill and Inte- 
prity, for both which his Name is to this Day remem- 


ber'd in Doftors-Commons with reſpet. And we 


doubt not but if Edward Say too had liv'd within the 
memory of Man, we might upon inquiry have been 
able to ſatisfy the World that theyr Lordthips 
were as much. miſtaken in his Character as we 
tind they are in Mr. Fiſher's. 


Out. 
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Out of theſe Minutes, (where alone we could ſcel 
for em we produc'd two Inſtances of Adjourning to 
an Intermediate tune, We may fairly præſume we 
might have found More, in other Convocations; if 
the Books of both Houſes. had been extant to have 
been compar'd. But tma doubtlefs are: enough to 
prove that Which ſo nezeflarily follows from our 
Power of Adjournment, of which we have-ſo Many 
inſtances there: and two Differing Seſſions in the 
compaſs of one year, are as many as could well be 
expected, when the Concurrent Se ſſions were fo 


frequent. 10 
Their Lordſhips to invalidate 
theſe Inſtances, ſay © the Date of 


* the firſt (ſee Appendix Numb.“ 


IX. might be probably ſet down 
* afterwards upon Memory, or the 
* Actuary might miſtake the day 
« appointed 11 the Archbiſhop's 
* Commiſſion : either of which 
« they ſay it is more eaſy to ſup- 
« poſe, than that Contrary to all 
* Ufage and Cuſtom, the Lower 
« Houſe fate without the Biſhops 
* on Frida, or the Biſhops with- 


& gut the Lower Houſe on Satur- 


« dty. But, that It has ſo hap- 
pen'd that the Lower Houſe met 
not when the Upper did, we have 


many inſtances in the Convoca- | 


tion of 1586: See Appendix, 
Numb. X. and to ſay that the 
Lower Houſe. never met when 
the Upper did not, is to take that 
far granted which the Scarcity of 


Th: Lerter-mwriter waving theſe 
Solutions, patches up aſad long Sto- 
ry (out of Fuller and Hey lin too) to 
falhify the Books of Both Houſet,and 
perſwade us that the Clergy were 
ſo confounded with the Difficulty of 
the times, that they knew no more 
what they did, than he knows what 
he fays. He tells us that the Rabble 
in May, after having aſſaulted Lam- 
beth.houſe, reſolved to turn theyr 
Fury on the Convocation. True; 
and rhe Convocation not mithſtana- 
ing went on courageouſly with their 
buſineſs. , but about eight 
months, after they were ſo aſto- 
niſÞ'd, that thiyr heads were quite 
turn d, and they miſtook the thir- 
teenth of January for the three and 
twentieth of December, and forgot 
they were to breakup School againſt 
Chriltmas, So h, fome body elſe 
againſt Whuſurtide, and what 
then? But the Clergy I believe in 
40 were aware what they did, as. 
the Reader will find in a very pro- 
bable account of it ; which becauſe 
it is too long for the Margin, I have 
put into the End f the Appendix. 
Numb XVII. 


Our. 
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to ſuppoſe that either Houſe Might ſit without the o- 
ther, than in complement to theyr Lordſhips ſuppoſi- 


5 i our Bobks ww not allow to be affirm?d ; and the con- 
ö | trary to which will ba found to have been practis'd 
br atterwards, in the ſecond Convocation in 1640 We 
ii hope therefore, it will be more eaſy to the Reader 
tt 
15 1 


i tion to charge the Actuary with a double miſtake, Þ_ 
Ii and to make him write falſe, not only on the day wn 
1 the Seſſion was appointed, but on that too when it N be 1 
Mig was held. [1 . p dit! 
4 Againſt our other inſtance (fee Appendix Numb. ſeco 
| VII.) of an intermediate meeting on the twenty third lem 
of December appointed on the nineteenth, and which Act 
_ adjourn'd atterwards to the thirteenth of January, it the 
is too, for the ſame Reaſon imagin'd, that © the day 
Writer of the Minutes truſted too much to his Dr 
«© unhappy Memory, and upon that ſet down this N 
intermediate day; or elſe that a Committee might ſhip 
meet that day, and He fo Supine and careleſs a 


ä throughout not know it from a Houſe. But the 
Proteſtat ion there enter'd in the Adjournment made M. 
on the twemy third to the thirteenth of the next 
month, Which reſerv'd a Power of reaſſembling ſoo- | 
ner, cannot well: have proceeded from his Ignorance ap 


* 


or Forgetfulneſs: On the contrary, it is ſuch a con- nl 
Vvineing piece of Accuracy on our fide, that we wiſh 10 

* The Bi- theyr Lordſhips when they were conſidering this In- cl 
Jheps in ſtance * had not happen'd to overlook this part L 
„ by P 

e julqem menſis,” Domini continuarunt uſq; ad 13 Jan. 75 ALL he (the Attuary) ſays of 


theyr (the Lower Houſe's) ſuppoſed meeting on Dec 23. The Letrer rakes Notice of 
the Protejt ation; but ſays ti, ſingular: So mas the occaſion tao, but that's not the 
Point. If there be an inſtance, though but one of ſuch a Proteſt ation, it is enough 
eo ſupport what the Lewer Houſe would build upon it. What that is, ſee before in 


* 


the Narrative, ꝓ 20. 
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As farther Inſtances of the Unaccuracy and Confu- 
ſion of theſe Minutes, their Lordſhips take notice 
that one, Nay the very firſt, of em ig in Engliſh: 
and another places the buſineſs of Tueſday Vow 16. A= 
ter that of Wedzeſday Nov. 17. As to the firſt of theſe, 
It is no wonder in Minutes that Part of em ſhould: 
be taken in Englifl; and 'tis hard, if an Actuary, 
who is commonly but an indifferent Latiniſt, * mutt 
be ſo confin'd to that Language as to Forfeit his Cre- * 7 our 
dit if he write in one he better underſtands. Toe the 4 7 ot 1 
ſecond. we reply, that a Public Faſt having been fo- tha: May 
lemaly kept by the Lower Houle on Taeſday, the bg 2 
Actuary did not that day take Minutes, but enter'd , n. 
the Obſervance of the Faſt by order of the Houſe the /tirured 
day following. of this ſce more Append. Numb XVII Dr. Br. 


Dr. Nevil & eorum alterum, pto ſe & ejus nomine Votum 8& Suffragium 
reddere pro Prorogatione prox ſequent. Witch to ns ſcem'd plainly te imply, that 
the Houſe had a Vote and Suffrage in their Own Adjournments. But theyr Lord. 


ſhips ſay it ean impoꝛt no more than a Deputation by the Prolocator to exccute the 
A;chbiſhop's direction in that particular Continuation, If che Actuuy meant ſap, 
n in theſe words, he writ ſuch Latin, that ſince Dr. Aubrey was. not living to 
Correct his Stylo, he would have done better to bave written, not the firſt of theſe. 


Minutes only, but all the reſt of them in Engliſh. 


IV. After the Reſtoration theyr Lordſhips allege, 
and We confeſs it, that we have but very thort Mi- 
nutes; and We may add that for all that time till 
1689. they have not fo much. But what We muſt 
crave leave to complain of 1s, that Here again, their 
Lordſhip's Pronounce without 4 54s 10 - Man than 


Proof, that Intimations mult be ta- /. Stillingfleet he late Lord: 


ken in a ſenſe of which We have #/opof Worceſter; one that 


| (beſides his «ther excellencies 


prov'd they are incapable. | And fo well known) was a 5kiiful Ca- 
where the Minutes happen to be lar- noniſt, an able Civullan, and 


"4b X's + "Wl A in particularly knownig in tbe 
ger, and tis ſaid F the Prolocutor in Conſtitut ion of our Church : ſe 


the Lower Houſe Continu'd the Præ- f that it camo be mag in d that: 


ſens Convocatioin 1677, or the Hæc He ſhould have adjourn'd #1 
this Form, were it truly able 


Jacra Synodus mn 1678 Y L hey are to theyr Lor dſbips Exc 
pleas'd to ſay , © Theſe Teſtimonies ur Interprerations. 
are. 


grave and 
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«are as good proof of his Adjourning the UpperHoute 
&* as the Jower. But we humbly conceive, It is far 
more eaſy and natural to interpret theſe Phraſes with 
2 Reſtriction Quoad hant Domum, which Reſtriction 
we have prov'd in this caſe to be neceſſary. And 
had this been done, theyr Lordſhips would have had 
no occaſion to quæſtion the Authority of theſe Mi- 
nutes, or _ to recurr to that Original Right of 
| op, which as yet, they have not prov'd 
but ſuppos'd only. : 1 3 
- Why theyr Lordſhips think fit to mention the 
Convocations in 1680, 1681, and 1685, We can- 
not readily apprehend. For We can have no light 
from what was done in thoſe Convocations (which 


for Reaſons not diſallow'd by the Generality of the 


Clergy, were none of em form'd into a Body,) to 
direct the Adjournment of thoſe that Sit and Act 
regularly. And as to what was done in the Year 
1689, We conceive that No Argument can be drawn 
from ſo Late Times on either {de : eſpecially con- 
ſidering the Circumſtances of that Convocation 
in which the Clergy for known Reaſons were fo 
far from Aſſerting their Right of Continuing them- 
ſelves, that Not to Sit at That time was rather 

theyr Deſire. | ny 
V. The fifth and laſt Head of theyr Lordſhips 
Reply concerns the Place of Adjournment. As to 
which, We diſpute not the Archbiſhop's Power of 
Calling the Convocation to St. Pauls, or Weſtmin- 
ſter, or Lambeth, it the King's Mandate leave it to 
his Grace's diſcretion. But in every ſuch General 
Place, We find that by the Ancient Practice, the 
Lower Houſe are to have Locum ſolitum ab Anti- 
quo afſignatum tiſdem, Domum Suam Solitam, Locum 
couvententem more ſolito, and if ſuch a one be aſſign'd 
| "8 
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Us We ſhall not complain. It ſeems not impro- 
bable that ſuch an aſſignation Formerly,was an effect 
of his Grace's Care in providing for us, rather 
than a Confinement of us by his Authority. But 
at preſent it is certain, that theyr Lordſhips as 
well as We, mult own We are oblig'd to the Dean 
and Chapter of Weſtminſter, and not to the Arch- 
biſhop, for the convenient Accommodations that 
either of us have in that Church, 

Theſe that are but Suggeſtions, and very ſhort 
ones, and of ſome few only of thoſe many things 
that might be urg'd, by way of Rejoynder to 
theyr Lordſhips Reply; will ſuffice to give the 
Reader ſome Idea, how unreaſonable a Bulk this 
Controverſy mult needs have {welPd to, had it 
been to be manag'd by Exchanging Papers as theyr 
Lordſhips deſign'd, inſtead of determining it by a 
free Conference, as We moſt humbly deſir'd. 

By what Steps we proceeded in repreſenting this 
Deſire to his Grace, 1s the next thing the courſe of 
our Narration lead us to. 


4¹ 


S 


THE Committee to whom the Lords Papers $7 xi. 
were referr'd, the laſt Seſſion, March 22, having Favs 


brought in their Report in this next of March 27 25 


it was heard, and debated Point by Point by the? 
Houſe. And while we were upon the firſt part of 
it, the Prolocutor was calPd up; and returning, 
with a Schedule of Adjournment in his hand, Put 
it to the Houſe, © Whether, Notwithſtanding that 
« Paper, importing an Adjournment, they thought 
&« fit to go on in the Buſineſs they were about? and 
upon ſuch Reaſons as have been before mention'd, 
it was carry'd in the Affirmative; one only Mem- 
ber at the firſt expreſſing his Difſent by going our, 
though ſoon after, he was follow'd by two or three 
more. 6 The 


arti 
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The Houſe then proceeded to examin diſtinctly 
the ſeveral Reſolutions contain'd in the Report: 
and particularly, with a Nemine Contradicente aſſert- 
ed the Aithorty of theyr Acts and Minutes, On- 
ly the Debate of. the main Queſtion, Mhether the» 
Lower Houſe have Power to Adjourn it Self ? was 
referr'd to the next Seſſion, when no one ſhould 
have any, Pratence. to excule his not being præſent. 

Then the Adjournment was intimated to Monday 
next, between 8. and 11, the Houſe having firſt 
Appointed that the ſame day before they began 
theyr. Seſſion, they would meet at ſeven in a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houle. 


Lime Accordingly, Soon after ſeven in the Morning; ; 
2 on Monday, March 31. about forty Members being 
come; together, they choſe a Chairman, and de- | 
bated - the, Queltion at large, Whether the Lower 
Houſe haue Power, to Adjourn it Self? And, after | 


2 free and full Diſcuſſion of the whole Matter, It 
was carry'd in the Affirmative by a great Majority; 


upon ſuch reaſons, as the Reader has before been 
made acquainted with | 


vet XII. About nine the Chairman left the Chair to give 


9% way to the Meeting of the Houle, who thereupon be- 
31. gan their Seſſion: and after a Report made of the 


Senſe of the Committee, the Queſtion was put, 
Whether the Houſe did Agree to it? The thir- 
teen that in the Committee had divided againſt it, 
took this Occaſion to begin the whole Debate anew : 
and the once more Propoſing and Anſwering the 
{ame Objections that had been Propos'd and An- 
ſwer'd Before in the Committee, made it a ver 

long, and much more tedious Debate. At laſt the 
Houſe ſaw it neceſſary to put the Queition to the 
Vote; and it was carry'd in the Afhrmative by 66 


againlt. 
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againſt 24, Proxyes on both ſides being numbred. 

Then the laſt Reſolution of the former Commit- 
tee, that They ſaw no Reaſon to recede from theyr 
Report (the Report made, and præſented to the 
Biſhops, in our fifth Seſſion March 6.) was agreed 
to by the Houle; Agreed alſo, that the Prolocutor 
attended by ſome Members, ſhould acquaint his 
Grace and his Brethren therewith, and in order to a 
Regular and Speedy Determination of the matters 
now in Diſpute, delire 4 Conference with theyr 
Lordſhips. 

This being repræſented by the Prolocutor, his 
Grace reply'd, that He and his Brethren expetted an 
Anſwer to theyr Papers in Writing: And then he 
gave the Prolocutor a Schedule of Adjournment to 
next Saturda, adding, © that we ſhould not give cre- 
dit to any ſuggeſtions that our Meetings ſhould be 
&« broken up Abruptly, though this paſſage chanc'd to 
be letr out of the Copy of his Grace's Speech, which 
he afterwards ſent the Prolocutor. 

No ſooner was his Grace's pleaſure Reported to the 
Houſe than they order'd a Committee to draw up ſuch 
an Anſwer as would be proper; and then with theyr 
Coaſent the Prolocutor Adjourn'd them in the Uſual 
Form. 


43 


The Prolocutor the next Seſſion carry'd up at the Sc 
Deſire of the Houſe, theyr Anſwer in Writing to XII.. 


theyr Lordſhips Papers, as præpar'd by the Com- 
mittee; wherein They excus'd themſelves {rom de- 
« ſcending toParticulars,and renew'd their humble Ap- 
« nlications for a Confereuce. His Grace as ſoon as he 
receiv'd it, order'd the Prolocutorand them that were 
with him co withdraw; and after they had wayted 


ar the door, about an hour and halt, call'dꝰ em in and 


told 'em, that He aud his Brethren had read theyr 
| G 2 Paper 


S,bbat!. 
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45 Paper, and would conſider of it; and without any ni 
(9:6 farther anſwer deliver'd the Prolocutor a Schedule of of 
ai Adjournment. gd 2 
i The Houſe had Reafon to Believe, and according- Pj 
"4% ly Voted, that This was not a Satisfatfory Anſwer : «6-4 
45 and had they now proceeded to put theyr Claim in ſen 
its Practice by Adjourning themſelves to an Intermedi- Wa 
| ate time; theyr ſo doing would have appear'd high- | fan 
ly reaſonable to All æquitable Judges. It muſt there- 1 
ore be allow'd, that their Adjourning to the ſame the 
time with the Upper Houſe, was Purely out of Re- vo 
ſpect to theyr Loraſbips, and fo it was enter'd in our mi 
Minute-Book. tel 
_ But theyr Lordſhips the next Seſſion return'd this | 
Marti, Reſpect, with what to Us ſeem'd a very diſcouraging wi] 
apr. 3. and ill-tim'd Exerciſe of their Power. In the latt cx 
Convocation in 1689, When the Lower Houſe ap- ct 
ply'd themſelves upon Buſineſs at their own Motion cl 
to the Biſhops, it was the moſt uſual, it not the con- V0 
{tant Method to ſend it up by ſome of theyr Members ſo 
without the Prolocutor. In the ſame Method there- M 
fore We proceeded this day, by ſome, of our Princi- br 
pal Members, humbly to remind theyr Lordſhips of ql 
{ome Material Papers we had layd before them, and de 
Renew our Applications for a Conference. To which m 
his Grace was pleas'd to Return this Anſwer, DodZor lo 
Finch, ſince the Prolocutor is not with you, I ſay Nothing. uf 
To colour this Proceeding, it was ſoon after given U 
out, and for Want of due examination by ſome Men ol 
believ'd, that the Upper Houle in 1689. had made ſe 
an Order, that © No Meſſage from the Lower Houſe v 


© ſhould be admitted, except the Prolocutor were one al 
of them that brought it up; which however was a 
great Miſtake. It is indeed true, as the Reader may 
find in the Apperdix, Numb. XIII. that theyr Lord- 
ſhips 


A Narrative, &c. 


ſhips in the ninth, which was one of the laſt Seſſions 


of that Convocation, did © Declare They found 


„upon theyr Books, that heretofore all Meſſages 
from the Lower Houſe had been brought up by 
* the Prolocutor, This they did upon a Meſſage 
ſent up by the Dean of Chriſt-Church : but neither 
was that Meſſage then rejected, nor a ſecond by the 
fame Meſſenger the fame morning. Only 'twas a- 
greed that a Committee of both Houſes ſhould meet 
that evening to inſpect the Regiſters. But the Con- 
vocation ſeparating ſoon after on the 14th, the Com- 
mittee brought in no Report, nor was any thing De- 
termin'd in this Matter, 

Theyr Lordſhips therefore having rais'd a Doubt 
which as yet is unreſolv'd, it was but reaſonable to 
expect they would permit at leaſt the receiv'd Pra- 


ctice not to be totally laid aſide till the Point was. 


clear'd. Admit, the Prolocutor as the Os Org anum 
vocis of the Houſe be in moſt caſes the propereſt per- 
ſon to report their ſenſe, this does not hinder, but a 
Meſſage in Scriptis ſuch as this was, eſpecially when 
brought up by a perſon of the honorable Dr. F7zc/s 
quality, might be fit to be receiv'd. If the Præce- 
dents over-rule this matter, *twill become us to ſub- 
mit : bur till it ſhall appear they do, it cannot but 
look a little hard to require the Prolocutor's attendance 
upon All Meſſages ; conſidering how oft he is call'd 
up upon other occaſions, and that the whole buſineſs 
of the Lower Houle mult ſtand. {till during His ab- 
ſence; and that he may be made to wayt a long 
while for Audience, as he has done, above an hour 
at a time, more than once in this Convocation, | 
Upon this Subject much more might be added, of 
which the Houſe was not ignorant ; but being more 
concern'd, and not altogethor out of hopes, to ob- 
tain 
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tain a thing of greater moment, the granting of a 
Conference; they would not interrupt the purſuit of 
it by entring upon this Diſpute, but agree'd that the 
Prolocutor with a Salvo Jure, ſhould carry up 
that Meſſage to the Upper Houſe, which they would 
not receive from Dr. Finch. Which done, His Grace 
was pleas'd to call up our whole Houſe; and to cauſe 
to be read in our præſence © a Paper by way of 
« Anſwer to our repeated Supplications for 4 Confe- 
« rexce:; Wherein he alſo tax'd us with ſome few 
other things that we had done, which his Grace 
and theyr Lordſhips pleas'd to ſay were Jrrezular. 
The Copy of this Paper will be found in the Appen- 
dix, Numb. XIV. The Subſtance both of it, and of 
the Anſwer which the Houle return'd to it in writing 
we reſerve tor our Account of our eighteenth Seſſion 
held on ay 8. on which day our Anſwer was deli- 
ver'd in to the Upper Houſe. 

When the Regiſter had read this Paper, his Grace 
himſelf read another very long one which he thought 
not fit to deliver to Us, or to let Us have a Copy of. 
It conſiſted chiefly of grievous Complaints and ve- 
“ hement Exhortations, for which, we hope there 
* wasno occaſion given on Our part; and which if 
* they could have been read back by the Prolocutor, 
* would have been their own Anſwer; but which 
* plainly ſhew'd us that We were to deſpair of their 
* condeſcending to allow us our Fundamental Rights, 
Then immediately he ſign'd an Inſtrument, and com- 
manded the Regiſter to read it to the whole Aſſembly, 
whereby, he Adjourn'd the Præſens Convocatio for a 
whole Month to next May 8; now Adjourning to ſo 
long a day, as upon the account of Eaſter; but in ſuch 
0 manner, as to let us know it might be done At Plea- 
ure. 
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But the Members of the Lower Houſe being 
well appris'd, that the Publiſhing an Adjournment 
of the Præſens Convocatio in theyr preſence, did 
not operate any farther than if they had been ab- 


47 


ſeat and inform'd of it any other way (becauſe 


the Præſens Convocatio does not ſignify the Perfons 
Then and There Præſent, but the Upper Houſe of 
Convocation then in Being, as before has been 
ſhewn) of theyr own accord return'd into theyr 
own Houſe, thofe only excepted who had all a- 
long diſſented from the Majority. The Prolocutor 
then ſtanding at the fide of the Table, ask'd Mhe- 
ther the lot d upon themſelves as Adjourn'd cr Not? 
They unanimouſly anſwer'd They aid Not, and 


Deſir'd him to take the Chair. Then, after ſome 


ſhore Deliberation whac was fit to be done, Ad- 
journ'd till nine the next Morning, 


At which time we accordingly met: and reſum- SJ XV. 
ing the confideration of our præſent Circumſtances, pril 9, 


thought it proper to appoint a Committee to 
draw up az Account of the Proceedinos of the Lower 
Hoilſe, as far as they relate to the Diſpute about 
Adjournments, together with ehe Reaſons of them tor 
the ſatisſaction of the Clergy of this Province: and 
then We again adjourn'd to an intermediate time, vi. 


to the 5th of May: On which day We met, and S/»XVL 


Lune 


read as much of this Narrative as was then pre- 
par'd. And though there occurr'd to us ſeveral other 


May 5, 


things which might at that time have con venient- 


ly been tranſacted, yet we purpoſely declin'd doing 
more than was abſolutely neceſlary ; Foreſecing 
that theyr Lordſhips would except againtt Every 
thing, how reaſonable foever, that was done in In- 
termed:ate Seſſions, and Deſiring as much as was 
poſſible to cut off all occaſion of Offence : For 
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which reaſons only, and not for want of buſineſs, 
We had forborn to meet on Intermediate days, 
till we found our ſelves oblig'd ſo to meet, for 
Aſſerting and Præſerving of our Right. This day 
SXV. We Adjourn'd to next Wedneſday, May 7: And ha- 
Are, ving Then met, and read what farther was præ- 
par'd of theſe Papers, We Adjourn'd to May 8. 
the day their Lordſhips were to meet on. 
SKV. We open'd this Seſſion May 8. with reading two, 
| vw very large and full Anſwers to two Papers which 
, We had receiv'd from his Grace when we wayted 
on him laſt in the Upper Houſe. 
IN the former, which has been already men- 
t ion'd, and is tranſcrib'd in the Appendix Numb XIV. 
The firſt thing remarkable, is the Biſhops taking 
theyr Jult ſhare in that Power, which in theyr for- 
mer Papers they had veſted in the Archbiſhop Sole- 
Iy: which his Grace allowing, _ ſeem to have 
acted in prejudice of his præſen: Claim againſt Us: 
it being more eaſy to be granted, that He that 
heretofore could Call, Prorogue, and Diſſolve a 
Convocation by himſelf, might Adjourn likewiſe, 
and (till continue ſo to do by his Own Sole Power, 
than that any new Authority ſhould accrew to 
him by acting in conjunction with the Biſhops. 
But Truth prævail'd, and the Miſtake was recti 
fy'd; and its being ſo was owing, We preſume, to 
a freſh inſpection and more careful ſearch of the 
_ Regiſters, which their Lordſhips here acquaint Us 
they have made; and which they lay as the Foun- 
dation of theſe four following Objections againſt 
our Proceedings. 
1, That We appointed a Committe of the whole 
Houſe. | 
2. That We gave leave to Members to be abſent. 
3. That 
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3. That inſtead of anſwering theyr Papers in 
Writing, We delir'd and inſiſted on a Conference. 

4. That We mention a Receſs which either 
Houſe might make during the approaching Feſti- 
val of Eaſter. All which things they declare againſt 
as Altogether New and Irregular. 

To theſe Objections We reply'd to this effect. 

To the firſt, That Appointing a Committee of 
the whole Houſe, is a thing ſo agreeable to the 
Nature and Practice of All Aſſemblyes, that tho? 
it were acknowledg'd to be New in Us, yet it 
ought not to be call'd Irregular. There is no need 
of Præcedent where the Reaſon of the thing is 
manifeſt. Neither 1s it the Number of the Per- 
ſons that diſtinguiſhes a Houſe from a Committee; 
but theys different Power, and different Manner 
of Debating: and it may ſo happen that at one 
time there may meet in a Committee a greater 
Number than will ſerve to make a Houſe at ano- 
ther. Beſides that by theyr Lordſhips own Con- 
ceſſions, we have Ee to appoint Committees of 
any Indeterminate number Within the Whole: and 
if they allow us this, What ſhew of Reaſon 
can they offer us againit a Committee of the 
Whole Houſe ? 

To the ſecond, That We deny not that his 
Grace has, but We mult add that We have like- 
wiſe, a Power of demanding the Attendance of 
Our Members. It therefore, either the Archbi- 
ſhop or the Lower Houſe give a leave of Abſence, 
it is of courſe to be interpreted, ſo far only as the 
Claim of them that give it is concern'd. So that 
the Member is not Perfectly at liberty without 
Leave from both: nay, nor with it neither, If the 
King who call'd the e Lia together, ſhall 

com- 
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command (as He ſometimes has done) that no 
Member. ſhall depart without his expreſs Licenſe. 
But the Power of the Lower Houſe to Admit or 
Deny Proxyes, which has been always exercis'd, 
and never diſpured,, What elfe is it but a Power of 
Giving or Denying Leave tobe abſent? 

To the third, That (as. before has been obſerv'd) 
It would have been unreaſonable, and contrary to all 
Practice to Spin out this Diſpute, by Interchanging 


_ voluminous Anſwers, Replies and Rejoynders : but 


2 Conference We humbly conceive is not only the 
ſpeed yeſt, but the trueſt and molt regular way of 
Determining a Controverſy, when brought to ſuch a 
head as Ours was. ?Tis the very way that the Law 
chalks out to Us. The Complainants Claim bein 
fairly declar'd, and Iſſue joyn'd by the Defendant's 
Anſwer, and Evidence given on both ſides (and fo. 
tar was proceeded in this caſe) the Cauſe comes Re- 
gularly to a Summary Hearing, in order to Judg- 
ment. The Succefs of this Method we experienc'd 
but the laſt Convocation in 1689, in a Conference 
demanded by the Biſhops: wherein the Prelocutor 
ina very fhort fpeech gave their Lordſhips and the 
whole Company fo full ſatisfaction, that it put an 
end to the Diſpute. Yet theyr Lord ſhips are pleas'd 
to ſay that the Conſeguence of that Conference does 
by no means incourage the doing of the like Now. 
But the Reaſons for which 'tis probable they incline 
to believe ſo, perhaps it may not be ſo proper for us 
to ſuggeſt, as tis eaſie for a certain Great Prælate to 
remember. | | 
To the tourth, That Knowing theyr Lordſhips had 
deſign'd a Receſs at Eaſter, we could not imagine 
they would conſtrue it as a piece of Diſreſpect, that 
We ſhould defign to make the like. Our Power to 
8 5 do 
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do fo, is what we have been all along aſſerting. And 
this, Which theyr Lordſhips call the greateſt attempt of 
Innovating upon the Conſtitution of the Convocation, A 
Claim altogether New and Never heard of before, without 
any Prætence of Law or Uſage to ſupport it, is ſo far from 
being ſo, that Had we been admitted to the Confe- 
rence we deſir'd, it would in probability have ap- 
pear*d that theyr Lord ſhips had either overlook'd, or 
not ſufficiently conlider'd the AQ of Seſſ. 11. 1586. 
where we find the Prolocutor Adjourning the Lower 
Houle from Dec. 2, to Feb. 17. prox. during the Feſti- 
val of Chriſimas then approaching. At leaſt we ſhould 
have hop'd to ſatisfie their Lordſhips, that 'twas no 
ſuch Crime, no ſuch great Irregularity, that at this 
time We payd theyr Lordſhips greater Deference, 
than our Przdeceſſors payd the Upper Houſe in 1640. 
For then, the Biſhops Adjourning from December the 
nineteenth,to the thirteenth of January (for the ſake of 
Chriſtmas no doubt, as theyr Lordſhips obſerve in 
theyr Rep'y) the Lower Houſe took the Liberty of 
Adjourning to the twenty third of December, an In- 
termediate day; and thought it time enough to Ad- 
journ then, to the thirteenth of January following. 

FHE other Paper which we gave in the fame 
May 8, concern'd our Complaint, againſt a deteſtable 
book calPd Chriſtianity not Myſterious, writ by Toland; 
which Complaint had layn before theyr Lordſhips, 
ever {ince our ninth Seſhon March the 2oth. 

In that Seſſion, the Committee tor inſpecting 
Books lately publiſh'd againſt the Truth of Chriſtia- 
nity had Reported, That upon Theyr perutial of 
the aforeiayd book it was Reſolv'd, Weiniue Con— 
& trad:teate, That in theyr judgment, the Book was 
« writ, with a Deſign to ſubvert the Fundamental 
Articles of the Chriitian Faith; there being in, it 
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« divers Principles and Poſitions that manifeſtly tend 
to that purpoſe : fome of which Poſitions they 
* tranſcrib'd, in a Schedule they annex'd to theyr 


Report. That therefore, ſome ſpeedy courſe ſhould 
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be taken, and That in particular, an humble Re- 
6 præſentation of the Præmiſſes ſhould be layd be- 
« fore the Biſhops, praying Theyr Concurrence with 
* thefe Reſolutions, together with Theyr Advice and 
« Directions, What eftectual courſe may be taken to 
« ſuppreſs this, and all ſuch pernicious books already 
© written, and to prævent the publication of the 
„like for the future. This Propoſal the Houſe agreed 
to; and the Prolocutor by their direction deliver'd 
the Report to theyr Lordſhips together with the Book 
it ſelf March 20. 
Next April 8, we receiv'd in writing The Anſwer of 
2 and Biſhops to this * e * In 
which Anſwer, theyr Lordſhips only tell us,“ That 
Having conſulted able Lawyers concerning Here- 
de tical, Impious and Immoral Books, and this of 
* Tolaxd in particular, TE hnd not, How they 
can Cenſare any ſuch books Judiciallß, without 
* the King's Licence which They have not yet re- 
* ceiv*d: but on the contrary are advis'd, that by ſo 
doing both Houſes of Convocation may incurr the 
Penaltyes of the Statute of 25 H.8. 
That this by no means 1s an Anſwer to what We 
offer'd, will be evident to any man that conſiders it. 
For We were as far from propoling to theyr Lord- 
ſhips to Cenſaure the Book FJudicially, as we were from 
præſuming So to cenſure it our Selves. We only re- 
præſented our Opinion, and pray d theyr Lordſhips 
to give it countenance by Their Concurrence, and to 
Adviſe and Direct us, what courſe might be taken by 


us to Procure the Suppreſſing that Book that ä 
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layd before them, and Providing that no more ſuch 
books might be publiſh'd hereafter. For which pur- 
poſes, we could have ſuggeſted divers other Expedi- 
ents belides a Judicial Cenſure of the Book, if we 
had not thought it more dutiful, and more becoming 
Us, to ſubmit the finding em to theyr Lordſhips Wit- 
dom. But had a Judicial Cenfure been defir'd : 
though ſome eminent Lawyers wereagainſt it, there 
are others, perhaps as eminent, who are of a contra- 
ry opinion. And ita Licenſe from his Majeſty were 
abſolutely neceſſary, We preſume theyr Lordſhips 
might without much difficulty have obtain'd one; 
and the Cauſe was worthy theyr Endeavour. And 
to this or much the ſame purpoſe was the ſecond Pa- 
per this day read. 

BOTH theſe Papers were approv'd of in a full 
houſe, and carry'd up by the Prolocutor, accompa- 
ny'd by ſome of his Aſſeſſors. 

By miſtake it ſeems of the Door-keeper it was ſome 
time beſore his Grace had notice of our Attending; 
but then he ſent us word by the Regiſter We ſhould 
Speedily be admitted; and about three quarters of an hour 
after, We were calPd in. His Grace then prævented 
the Prolocutor's Application, by telling him He muſt 
firſt ſay ſomething to him: And immediately he read a 
Paper, declaring “ All the Proceedings of our Inter- 
« mediate Seſſions Void and Null, and of Dangerous 
“ Conſequence, both to our Selves and to the Clergy 
« whom we reprzſented ; and that We cannot there- 
fore expect He ſhould receive any thing from any 
« of Thoſe meetings. The Prolocutor reply'd, that 
« What he had Now to offer was the Act of this day: Then 
his Grace receiv*d it, and layd it on the Table, and 


order*d the Company of the Lower Houſe to with- 
draw. 
After 
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After wayting about an hour longer, the Prolocu- 
tor with thoſe that attended him was again calld in, 
and receiv*d a Schedule, whereby the Lords had ad- 
journ'd themſelves to Fryday May 16: with an Offer of 
theyr Lordſhips, for a Committee of five of 'Them 
to joyn with ten of Us, to inſpect the As of this 
Convocation in both Houſes. But conſidering that 
ſuch an Inſpection could be no way uſetul to com- 
pole the præſent Difference, but maniteitly tended 
to find out Matter for a new Diſpute of another 
kind; for theſe and other reaſons, (which the 
Reader will find recited in the account of our 
26th Seſſion) when the Offer came to be debated, 
the Houle declin'd it. And becauſe the Upper 
Houſe was not then Sitting, having rifen as ſoon 
as they had ſent us this Propoſal, We agreed, that 
{ome Members ſpecially deputed ſhould wayt upon 
his Grace and the five Biſhops that were nam'd 
tor the Committee, humbly to repreſent to theyr 
Lordſhips the Senſe of the Houſe, and to prevent 
theyr Meeting in expectatioa of Us, when they 
could not be attended by Us. 

Some of the deputed Members, though they 
willingly undertook the delivery of this Mel 
ſage, yet, deſir'd to be excus'd from giving an 
Account of it in an Intermediate Seſſion, which they 
found the Houſe inclin'd to appoint. To which che 
Prolocutor reply'd, that“ They might however 
„ do it, and time enough, on the day to which 
„ theyr Lordihips had àdjouru'd, which he often 
had ozcalion to tell 'em was the Sixteenth. A 
particularity which the Reader will be pleas'd to 
pardon here, becauſe hereafter he will find it ne- 
and tor the ſame reaſon give us leave to 
tell him, that Before this, another Member, detir- 


ing 
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ing the Archbiſhop's Schedule ſhould be read, and 
the reading of it being oppos'd by divers Mem- 
bers of the Houſe, the Prolocutor told him He 
gh read it if he pleasd himſelf, and ſee the day: 
but he ſtill inſiſting that he ovght to be Told to what 
day the Biſhops were adjourn'd, the Prolocuror 
told him openly, To the Sixteexth, whereupon 
he went out. "Theſe things done, the Houſe agreed 
to meet between nine and twelve the next Morn- 
ing, and the Prolocutor Adjourn'd accordingly, 


The two next Seſſions, which were both on In- S XIX. 
Venerts 
Mai . 
Seſ. XX. 


termediate days, nothing paſs'd that related to our 
Main Diſpute. Friday, May the 16th was the day 
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to which his Grace had Adjourn'd. Aud it there- Merc. 


tore ſeem'd the more ſtrange to us, that of all; 


thoſe Members who had hitherto diſſented from 


that Authority which all of 'em had ſo warmly 
aſſerted. But the Reaſon why the reſt were ab- 
ſent, which was then a Secret, came to be diſcover'd 
and examin'd afterwards, and ſhall be accounted tor, 
in its proper place. 

The fame day there was a Motion made, and 
in part debated, concerning the late Expoſition of 
the 39 Articles by the Biſhop of Sarum, And while 
we were upon this Subject, the Regiſter of the 
Upper Houſe, without Leave ask'd or fo much 
as Notice given, came abrupty into the Houſe, 
and in a low Voice told ſome at the lower end, 
that“ he came to acquaint 'em, Not as a Houſe 
« but as private perſons, that the Biſhops had ad- 
“ journ'd to the thirtieth. This he ſayd in great 
diſorder, and having done ſo, in as great haſte 
and confuſion went away. So very unexpected 


and unaccountable a Meſſage was it ſeems occa- 
ftion'd 


Mai. 14, 
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ſionꝰd by a miſinformation which theyr Lordſhips had 
receiv'd concerning our Adjournment on May 8. 
Which as ſoon as we came to underſtand, we en- 
deavour'd to recolle&t as minutely as we could 
what Then paſo'd; and found that all things had bees 
ſo tranſacted, as in tlie foregoing Papers they have 
been related. 

Seſ. XXII. 1 ſatisfy'd as to this matter, and believing 

Jovis it too late now to enter upon any other butinels, 

as . adjourn'd to May 22. an Intermediate day. 
On which day we appointed a Committee to 
draw up an humble but earneſt Addreſs to the 
Upper Houle, preſſing theyr Lordſhips to put ſome 
ſpeedy end to the præſent Difference between the 
two Houſes. 

s XXIII. This was præpar'd and read the next Seſſion, 

Matis and recommitted, in order to have been paſs'd by 

Ma 27-the whole Houſe, and preſented to theyr Lord- 
ſhips on the day of their next Seſſion, May 3o, to 
which We likewiſe then Adjourn'd. But the Dit- 
ficultyes thrown in our way from this day for- 
ward to the day of our Prorogation by the King, 


partly, by thoſe of our own Houſe who labour'd 


ro diſturb our Proceedings, but chiefly by the 
Biſhops, who endeavour'd, what in them lay, to 
cut off all Communication between the two Houſes, 
were the cauſe that this Addreſs, as well as ſome 
other Papers præpar'd to be layd before theyr 
Lordſhips, never came to be preſented. 

s XXIV. The Notice that the Upper Houſe, May the ſix- 

Veneris teenth, had Adjourn'd to the thirtieth (on which 

Man zo. day we likewiſe held a Seſſion) though given by 
the Biſhops Regiſter in ſo obſcure and indecent a 
manner as before has been related, was however 
readily comply'd with by all thoſe Members, who 


upon 
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upon prætended want of Intimation had abſen- 
ted themſelves from that of May the ſixtcenth, 
of which ſufficient notice had been given by the 
Prolocutor. We ſoon found they came præpar'd 
to give the Houſe ſome Diverſion, in order (as 
We conceive) to ſtop the proſecution of the buſi- 
neſs this day appointed, till the Biſhops ſhould be 
riſen. 'To this end, when the Minutes of the laſt 
Seſſion came of courſe to be read, they excepted 
to the reading of em, becauſe that laſt had been an 


Intermediate Seſſion:andthisContrivance not ſuceeed- 


ing, they Proteſted againſt all Intermediate Seſſions, 
and demanded the Entry of theyr Proteſtation. 
The Houſe thought fit to Refuſe it, and would 
not ſo much as ſuffer their Refuſal to be Regiſter'd 
as Jet; reſolving to diſpatch theyr other more ma- 
terial buſineſs, before they would take this trifle 
into conſideration. Whereupon the Proteſters drew 
up and præſented to the Biſhops a ſhort Paper of 
complaint, with theyr Names ſubſcrib'd to it, 
which Paper (to repair our not entring theyr Pro- 
teſtation in the Minutes of the Houſe) we ſhall 
put in the Appendix, Numb. XVI. : 

When this Affair was over, We went upon the 
buſineſs of the day; and an Humble Repreſentation of 
the Senſe of the Lower Houſe concerning my 
Lord of Sarum's Expolition of the thirty nine Articles 
was brought in, by the Committee thereunto ap- 
pointed, and was to this effect. 

That Whereas the Author of that Book declares 
it to have paſs'd the peruſal of both the Arch- 
biſhops, and ſeveral Biſhops and other learned 
Divines, and ſuggeſts theyr Approbation of it: 
and whereas the Lower Houſe of Convocation 


conceive it theyr Duty, what in them lies, to ſe- 
; I cure 
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cure the Doctrines contain'd in thoſe Articles from 
any attempts that may be made againſt them: and 
whereas it is Theyy Opinion, 

1. That the ſaid Book tends to introduce ſuch a 
Latitude and Diverſity of Opinions as the Articles 
were fram'd ro avoyd ; 

2. Thar there are many Paſlages in the Expoſition 
of ſeveral Articles which appear to Us to be con- 
trary to the true meaning of Them, and to other 
receiv'd Doctrines of our Church; 

3. That there are ſome things in the ſayd Book 
which ſeem to us to be of dangerous Conſequence 
to the Church of Exgland as by Law eſtabliſh'd, 
and to derogate from the Honour of its Refor- 
mation : 

All theſe Particulars We humbly lay before 
Your Lordſhips, Praying Tour Opinion therein. 

The Reader will be pleas'd to remember, that 
this Expoſition had been taken notice of in our 
twenty firſt Seſſion, May 16. and though our De- 
bates concerning it were at that time interrupted, 
yet in that and the ſubſequent Seſſions, many re- 
markable Paſſages in that Book were diſtinctly 
conſider'd ; many particular Doctrines, which either 
in themſelves, or their Conſequence, or ſometimes 
in both ſeem'd obnoxious, were debated. And 
beſides that Divers of our Members had read the 
Book with care, and made their Obſervations up- 

on it ſoon after it was publiſhed; Divers others 
had been put in mind by theyr Brethren, when 
they came to Repræſent *em in Convocation, that the 
Doctrine and eſpecially the Artifice of that Book 
had given great Offence, and deſerv'd to be ſolem- 
ty complain'd of. Upon which accounts our Debates 


being 
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being partly prævented and partly ſhortned, this Re- 
preſentation made its way into the Upper Houſe 
much ſooner than by ſome was expected. 

The two firſt Articles of it had been debated and 
agree'd to in former Seſſions : and after no long de- 
bate upon the third this day, the whole Paper was 
approv'd, and order'd to be carry'd up immediately 
by the Prolocutor, the whole Houſe attending him. 

As ſoon as wecame into the Upper Houſe his Grace 
accoſted us to this effect: It You have any thing to 
offer, We cannot receive it, till the late Irregula- 
* rity of refuſing to meet the Committee of the Bi- 
&« ſhops to inſpect the Acts of both Houſes in this 
“ Convocation, be ſet right. 

This late (ſuppos'd) Irregularity was incurr'd ſo 
lately as three weeks before on May 8. and no Notice 
had been taken of it to Us, in the next enſuing Seſ- 
ſton May 16. So that it look'd a little odly that it 
ſhould be Now ftarted, when it juſtly might be 
thought to have another aim than a Care tor Regula- 
rity. Sure it was for ſome More cogent Reaſon that 
*twas made a Crime ſo enormous, as to force his 
Grace upon the Exerciſe of a Power which it will be 
difficult to Juſtify, by cutring of all Communication 
between the two Houſes. 

His Grace when he had ſignify'd to us this ſevere 
Reſolution, commanding us to withdraw for a moment, 
We took that Opportunity to return to our own 
Houſe, and draw up in writing a ſecond Reprzſen- 
tation, to be read to theyr Lordſhips by the Prolocu- 
tor, in theſe words. The Paper that the Lower 
« Houſe order'd me to præſent to Your Grace and 
« Your Lordſhips, was Theyr humble Repræſenta- 
tion, concerning a W ha An Expoſition of the 

2 N 


59 


0 
50 


A Narrative, &c. 


« 29 Articles of the Church of England; and had no 
« relation to the ſuppogd Irreenlarity Your Grace and 


A 


Your Lordſhips think fit to complain of. OF that 
they are ready to give Jour Lordſhips ſatisfattion whey 
therenntocalld, And in the mean time, molt hum- 
& bly repeat theyr Requelt, That Your Grace and 
“ Your Lordſhips will be pleas'd to receive the ſayd 
« Paper. | | 

The Prolocutor and the Houſe ſoon return'd, and 
attended at the door of the Upper Houſe; and His 
Grace and his Brethren being pleas'd ſoon after to 
admit 'em, the Prolocutor read the Paper he had 
brought along with him: which done, they were 
order'd to withdraw. And after ſome ſmall fl be- 
ing again call'd in, his Grace told em that He, that 
« is He and his Brethren (for ſo he explain'd himſelf) 
« could not depart from theyr Reſolution to receive 
« nothing from the Lower Houſe, till the late Irre- 
« gularity theyr Lordſhips had complain'd of were 
e {et right. After this he inlarg'd upon the Forward- 
« neſs and the great Zeal of himſelf and his Brethren 
« for the good of the Church, and how glad they 
« would have been to have ſhewn it more particular- 
« ly in the caſe of Toland, but that there had been 
os 3 Obſtructions and Stumbling-blocks laid in the 
2 4 Which expreſſions being ſeveral times re- 
peated, oblig'd the Prolocutor to reply, that We hop'd 
the Stumbling-blocks were not of our laying :: and ſo we 
retir'd, as we were directed. 

This day, the Upper Houſe. adjourn'd to Juze 6. 
within two days of Whizſantide: theyr Lordſhips ei- 
ther not remembring or thinking it needleſs to inſiſt 
upon the Obſervation they had made in theyr Reply, 
that © A Sefſion within two days of Chriſtmas, would 
have been againſt the Convocation's uſual regard 
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4 to that Feſtival. The Adjournment of the Lower 
Houſe was Intimated Quoad hanc Domum to an inter- 
mediate day. | | 6 

Againſt which day June 5, the Perſons thereunto Seſſio 
deputed by the Houſe having præpar'd This Account XXV. Jo- 
of theyr Proceedings to May 30. Excluſive, the Whole Jun 5. 
was read from the beginning, and approv'd unani- 
mouſly as a Faithful Report of what had been Tranſ- 
acted by us, anda Juſt Repræſentation of the Grounds 
and Reaſons of our Acting. After this was intro- 
duc'da Paper by way of Anſwer to the Late Charge 
of Irregularity brought againſt us by the Upper 
Houſe; Then, Adjourn'd to tomorrow, the day ap- 
pointed by theyr Lordſhips. 

The ſame Paper was again read over in a Full seſſe 
Houſe June 6. and order'd to be immediately carry'd added 
up to the Upper Houſe. juni 6. 

The Subſtance of it was as follows. 

That We of the Lower Houſe being a diſtinct 
Houſe, and having Power to Diſſent from the Pro- 
poſals of the Upper Houſe, conceive our ſelves intire- 
ly at liberty to Admit or Decline Theyr Appointments 
of Committees as We ſhall think fit. That in this 
caſe particularly, We conceive , the only Regular 
way of theyr Lordſhips knowing the Tranſactions of 
our Houſe, is by our own Voluntary laying 'em be- 
fore theyr Lordſhips. And That if they demand the 
View of our Journals as of Right, We have the more 
Reaſon to inſiſt upon this Liberty. | 

That ſince theyr Lordſhips neither mention, any 
Particular Acts they would inſpect, nor aſſign, any 
particular Reaſon for ſuch inſpection, We could ſee 
no ground for ſuch a Committee, nor could we give 
Inſtructions for the Management of the Matter to be 


ſider'd by it. 
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That we might add, that it Were not unreaſona- 


ble to expect that theyr Lordſhips ſhould firſt reſtore 
to Us the Journals of the Lower Houſe they detain 
from us (which have been requeſted by us, and of 
Right (we conceive) belong to us) betore they re- 
quire the Inſpection of our præſent Proceedings. 
That notwithſtanding this, the Duty and Reſpect 
We owe tlieyr Lordſhips, would have prevaiPd with 
us, to comply with their Propoſal, had it not been 
introduc'd by ſuch a diſcouraging Declaration as That 
Whatever we had done as a Houſe, in Intermediate 
Selſions, was (in theyr Lordſhips Opinion) of dan- 
zerous conſequence, not to our Selves only, but to 
the Clergy of the Province whom We repreſent. 
That thele are ſome of the Reaſons, which under 
Thoſe circumſtances, and at That time mov'd us to 
decline the Appointment of any ſuch Committee ; 
which, if we had had the opportunity that might have 
been given us of preſenting em, We præſume would 
have {uffic'd to clear us in theyr Lordſhips opinion 
from any Irregularity, and prevented their proceed- 
ing immediately to any Sentence againſt us, though 
Ka Lordſhips Had conceiv'd they had Power fo 
to 
But we cannot forbear to repreſent to theyr Lord- 
ſhips, that Had we been Duly found guilty of any 
Irregularity in this Matter, yet theyr Lordſhips Sen- 
tence, cutting of all Intercourſe and Correſpondence 
between the two Houſes, is not only Over-ſevere, be- 
ing pals'd upon ſo ſmall an occation, but Deſtroys 
the whole Deſigu, and the very Being of a Convoca- 
tion. 
Ihat We hope therefore theyr Lord ſhips will be 
inducd by theſe Reaſons, to lay aſide this their 
Reſolution; and to reſtore the Regular and Cuſto- 
mary 


Narrative, &c. 
_ Communication between the two Houſes. 

hen this Paper came to be tender'd in the Up- 
per Houſe, his Grace prævented the delivery of it 
with a Sprech; wherein “ he again tax'd us with 
the late Irregularity, reminded us of theyr Lord- 
* ſhips Reſolution to receive nothing from us till 
* that Irregularity were ſet right, and complain'd 
* of our breaking in upon that Reſolution, by of- 
„ fering a Paper the laſt Seſſion concerning my 
& Lord of Sarum. But concluded, that Notwith- 
« ſtanding all this, theyr Lordſhips at the earneſt 
« deſire of that Biſhop were content, with a Salvo 
Jure to receive what we had to ſay againſt his 
“ Book. 

This piece of Condeſcenſion though now no 
more than was neceſſary, was however more than 
We expected; and therefore the Prolocutor had not 
brought that Paper along with him. But theyr 
Lordſhips ſeeming now as Eager to receive it as 
they had ſeem'd hitherto Sollicitous to avoyd it, 
the Prolocutor was order'd to fetch it up imme- 
diately. And as it were to cut off all appearance 
of inclining to delay him, theyr Lordſhips receiv'd 
without any Scruple the Paper which he Now ten- 
der'd them concerning the late Irregularity. Which 
Paper by the way we muſt obſerve, we have 
cauſe to believe gave their Lordſhips Full Satiſ- 


63 


faction: For the Conſideration of it was referr'd 


to a Committee of theyr Lordſhips; but it neither 
has receiv'd any Anſwer, nor has that Irregularity 

been objected to us ever ſince. 
But the Paper relating to my Lord of Sarum's 
Expoſition was not yet ſo fortunate as in all ap- 
arance it was like to be. For his Grace was 
pleasd to cloſe with an Objection that my N 
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of Sarum made againſt it, telling us © the Charge 


« was Too General, and that he expcted fuch 


« Specialtyes (Specialtyes, ſo I call em ſayd his Grace) 
« as had been before given in the caſe of Toland. 
Purſuant therefore to his Grace's expectation, the 
Committee who had drawn up the former Paper 


were appointed to præpare ſuch Specialtyes as his 


Grace requir'd, againſt the next Seſſion June the 


thirteenth, the day to which the upper Houſe 
then Adjourn'd. | 
It is here to be remember'd that as before in 
the caſe of Toland, fo now in my Lord of Salis- 
bary's, the Lower Houſe did not ſupplicate that 
the Book ſhould Solemnly be Ce»ſur'd or that any 
Judicial or Synodical Act ſhould paſs upon it. 
They only humbly pray*d the Opinion of the Bi- 
fhops concerning the Particulars layd before them: 
wherein theyr chief aim for the preſent was to 
know, Whether the aforeſaid Expolition had been 
fo Perus'd and Approv'd of by theyr Lordſhips as 


the Preface of it ſeem'd to inſinuate. When the 


Committee therefore were to come to Specialtyes, 
they conceiv*d it ſufficient for the Juſtification of 
the Opinion and Prayer of the Lower Houſe, to 
name ſome remarkable Subjects, and referr to the 
pages of the Book, in which the Diſcourſes upon 
thoſe Subjects were no leſs remarkable, without ei- 
ther Reaſoning or paſſing avy Judgment upon em; 
but leaving it wholly to their Lordſhips to give 
us Theyr Opinion of 'em, if they ſo thought fit. 
Seventeen ſuch places they referr'd to: nor (con- 
ſidering the Weight of the Matter, and the ſhort- 
neſs of the Warning) could more Inſtances at that 
time be expected from them; eſpecially ſince Theſe 
were to be offer'd as an Earneſt only of very ma- 
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ay more, which ſhould within convenient time be 
collected and exhibited to theyr Lordſhips. 

By what (whether Arts or) Accidents the Paper 
of Specialtyes thus drawn up, miſs'd of being gi- 
ven in to the Upper Houſe will appear hereafter : 
We muſt now relate ſome Specialtyes of another kind. 
Of which if it be ſayd that they are foreign to the 
Main Deſign of theſe Papers, and therefore might 
have been omitted: We muſt anſwer, that the 
Matter having not only taken air, bur alſo been 
unfairly repræſented, We are forc'd in this way to 
do Juſtice to our injur'd Prolocutor : the proper re- 
paration which might have been more privately 


made him, having hitherto with a high hand, as 


We conceive, been refus'd him. 

AMONG the things tranſacted in our twenty- 
fourth Seſſion, One, as the Reader cannot but re. 
member was, Our drawing up a ſhort Paper con- 
cerning my Lord of Sarum's Expoſition, and a late 
Irregularity objected to Us, of which Paper we 
have there given a Copy. Before We were ad- 
mitted to præſent it, the Upper Houſe thonght fit 
ro ſound Us, whether we came with a deſign to 
Set right the late Irregularity as they call'd it; 
for till that were done they had declar'd they 
would receive nothing from Us. To this end they 
deputed the Biſhop of 1 Bangor, and gave him his In- 
ſtructions in writing, as We afterwards came to 


Underſtand. While the Prolocutor therefore and 


the Houſe that attended him were wayting 
at the Upper-Houſe-door for admittance, my 
Lord of Bangor came out to 'em; and without gi- 
ving any Intimation of his being Sent, and In- 
ſtructed what to ſay, Apply'd as of himſelf to the 
Prolocutor, remembred him of what his Grace had 

K declar'd 
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declar'd that, morning, and inquit'd Whether What 
he had brayght with him (for he ſaw a Paper in 
his, ang) 1 concerning tlie late mate ? 

e wiſe it would. ct bereceiv'd. To which 
ee reply;ds 5 hrs congergingity thers 
*. was Syzething in it concerning the Irregularity. And 
when the Biſhop. preſs'd farther, to know the whale 
Meter ths Prolocytoran(wengy zucht bes 
n me e at, ty his Cage ang Fig Gram 
* thipsand I.cannot, drop it, at the, Noor, Alter this 


Diſcourſe had. pab'd, in the hearing as it, laden 
Bangor went in; 


of many Witneſſes, the Biſhop of 

N Frolgcutot being, With his Company foon 

ae e deliver'd his: Meſſage to chey Lord- 
1Ps. f Beulen ra ee 


It appear'd, chat the very mentian of the Repra- 
ſentation concerning my Lord of Sarum's Expoſi- 
tion, though without any manner of Remark, was 
ver ungrateful; and that. it made fo much Im- 
preſſiqn on ſome. of theyy Lordihips, that they took 
no. notice of what was ſayd concerning the Irregu- 
larity : and that the Biſhop of Bangor, to ſhelter 
himſelf, as was ſuppos'd, from Diſpleaſure for an 

Miſtake he might have made in his Errand, too 

the liberty to tell theyr Lordſhips that the Prolo- 
cutor had told him 2 Lye: and afterwards had 


his Complaint enter'd in the Journal of this Seſſion, 


in theſe words (though not altogether ſo groſs yet 
too Reflecting) that the Prolocutor had Prevaricated 
with him | | 

Theſe particulars. indeed were not Then known to 
us, though afterwards we came to beacquainted with 
em: but between this May 30, and theyr Lordſhips 
next Seſſion une 6, Reports were diligently ſpread 
about the Town, that the Prolocutor Rad told the 


Biſhop 


. 
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Biſhop of Bangor 4 Ihe. Theſe Reports the Prole- 
cutor heard of and deſpis'dꝰ em: but being inform?d 
on June 6, in the morning, that his coming into the 
Upper Houſe with an, Untruth, was Recorded ag ain 
him in writing, and enr'd in the Journal, he CEE 
he was oblig d now to Vindicate himſelt, from a Slan- 
der deſign'd to be perpetual. | 
The ſame morning, as he was going to preſent 
the long Paper before- mention'd pag. 61- which was 
writ expreſly to Set right the ſuppos'd Irregularity, 
the whole Houſe attending him; in his way he had 
the fortune to meet with the Biſhop of Bangor, put- 
ting on his Habit in the Aute- Room to Jeruſalem-Cham- 
ber. So he took that opportunity in the head of his 
Company, molt of whom were aqquainted with 
the Report, to ask his Lordſhip Whether he had 
been pleas'd to ſay in the Upper Houſe that the 
Prolocutor had Lyd to him? The Biſhop reply'd in 
ſome, diſorder; that He had not ſayd be. 4% but 
that he Did ſay, or Might ſay (for ſo hg would have 
it afterwards) that he had told him a very great 
Untruth. Upon which the Prolocutor ſayd, that 
when he had the honour of being admitted by 
they r Lordſhips, he {hould.make His. Complaint. 1011 
Accordingly, when, we were calPd, in, and hen 
his Grace (as before has been related) had call dq, fer 
what we had to ſay about the Biſhop of Saram's 
Expoſition, and had , condeſcended to receive our. 
Paper concerning the ſuppos'd Irregularity,z cha; 
Prolocutor took occaſion o make his Camptainty 
that the Biſhop of Bangor had milrepraiensegh; 
him to theyr Lordſhips, and as he had heard in vo- 
ry. grols Language, and to acquaint 'em with the, 
Truth of the miagiery' as Rysral Witneſſcs ho hag) 
there were ready to aver it. My Lord of Bangor 
5 77 K 2 again 
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that the Prolocutor had ſayd to him that his Meſ- 
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7 
r 
rming 


again denv'd that he had us'd the word 1 but 


Tuſtify*d the Imputation of an Untruth, a 


ſage was to Set right the Trregularity. whereas it 
was about anotlier Matter. This, though Our Com- 
pany knew it to be a Miſtake, yet ſome at rhe Ta- 
ble ſeem'd to think it would be plain on his Lord. 
ſhip's ſide, if they could but have a Sight again of 
the Meſſage, and grew very earneſt to have that: 
Paper. | So the Proiocutor was order'd to go and 
fetch it, with that about the Biſhop of Sarum. 
When he return'd, and with the ſame Company, 


the Paper about my Lord of Sarum's Expoſition was 


firſt calbd for; and the Prolocutor tendring it was 
order'd to read it, which he did; and deliver'd it 
ro his Grace Then my Lord of Bazgor beginning 


with the Account of what had paſs'd between Him- 


and the Prolocutor after His manner, and the Pro- 


locutor repeating what he ſayd, and appealing to 


the Teſtimony of thoſe that had been by, whoſe 


Names he read, and who ſtood Behind! him; at 


laſt the Paper of the Meſſage ſo much calP&' for, 


was read by the Prolocutor; and it plainly appear'd' 
not only that there was Something in it concerning the 


ſo often mention'd Irregularity and the Setting it 
riglit, but As much as Could then be offer*d by 


Us in this Matter. To the no ſmall Amazement 


of ſome wWho before had been very Poſitive that 
there was not one Word concerning it in the Prolo- 


cutor's Meſſage; and were now fo. difficult to- 
believe it was the ſame Paper, that it was ne- 
ceſſary ſor ſome of our Company to offer theyr 
Oaths, that they knew it, as they very well did, 


© be the fame Numerical Paper. 


Upon 
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Upon this, when the Upper Houſe ſeem'd to be ſa- 
tisfy'd, and the Bilhop of Bangor himſelf to give up 
his Accuſation, there remain'd but one thing for the 
Prolocutor to inquire after: which was, Whether 
theyr Lordſhips had enter'd upon theyr Acts any ſuch 
Reflexion upon him? Jo this the Archbiſhop reply*d 
that They had No Acts, but only Minutes ; which was 
ſtrange to Us, to whom the Irregularity at that very 
time objected, was a Refuſal to inſpect the As of 
both Houſes this præſent Convocation. Then the 
Prolocutor deſiring farther to know * Whether any* + tha 
thing to that Purpoſe were encer'd in thoſe Minutes? very time, 
and the Archbiſhop not returning an Anſwer imme— 388 
diately, my Lord of Salisbury interpos'd; and no lon- there wa; 
ger reſtraining that Indignation which was judg'd to h 
have riſen upon reading the Paper that related to His/ e 
book, cry*d-out This is fine indeed! the Lower Houſe are to be 


will not allow a Committee to inſpect Theyr books, and now . d ® 
Forma! 


phey demand to ſee Ours] The Prolocutor reply'd that complaint 


He asb'd Nothing but what he was Concernꝰd to know, and enter 4 4. 
What of Right he might Demand : The Biſhop of Sarum 4 = 
return'd, This is according to. YOUR USUAL IN- in +he/z 
SOLENCE : Izſolence, my Lord] ſayd the Prolocutor, rede; 
Do you give me That word? Yes Iuſolence, repl/d the. _ 
Biſhop, Tow deſerve That word and Worſe — Think got que- 
what Jou will of Tour ſelf, I Xuom what you Are. Here, "*latus 
my Lord's Grace of Canterbury interpos'd, and faying.« traprolo- 


ſomething that ſeem'd to Allow that the Prolocutor! cutorem 


had not been rightly repreſented; the Prolocutor own'd, f in 


he was ſatisfy'd if in this matter he ſtood right in theyr « Ow * 


Loraſhips opinion. What my Lord of Salisbury pleas'd to; foi pro- 


priã ſub- 


think, he was not much concern d. © ſcripta 


*- continetur, vix. Task'd Dr. Hooper whether the meſſage he had now to bring in,” 
mg 


* was to ſet the Irregularity complain d of right > He told me once is was ſomet 


in order to ſet it right; and then recollecting ſayd, it was concerning that Irregu-» 
* larity, but that be was to deliver his Meſſage to h Grace, and muſt not drop it - 
| the. 
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* the door : when he was call d in, it appear d that his meſſage was not to ſet the Irre- 
* gularity right, but _—_ another matter, which I have reaſon to complain of, 
that Dr. Hooper prevaricated in thy matter. | 
A Plaint of this nature enter'd up againſt the Prolocutor in perpetuam rei meme- 
'riam, mit hout any notice given him to know what he had to ſay for himſelf, ſeems 
1c 0e H to be a little Irregular, if that expreſſion may be borrow'd by one of the Inferi- 
our Clergy. But when upon notice from other hands he deſir'd to be inform'd con- 
cerning the particulars of it, Then to conceal it from him was more unaccountable, 
except only upon this ſuppoſition.(which the Prolocutor may be willing enough to allow) 
that then upon the hearing of both ſides it was deſign'd to be withdrawn But ſeeing 
that de ion took no effect, and on the contrary the Minutes with the Plaint in them are 
now lodg d in the Regiſters Office, where the charge of Prevarication ig publicly to 
be ſeen, and may be preſum d by its remaining uncancelld after ſuch an open Hearing 
to have been therefore judg'd good by their Lordfhips; The Appeal now of neceſſity 
hes to the Reader, and be is defir'd a little to conſider the Injuſlice of the Accu- 
ation. | 
- Wien Dr. Hooper is accnsgd here of Prævarication, it muſt be intended that he in- 
diretth and fraudulently either aſſerted ſomething falſe to the Biſhop, or conceal'd 
ſome truth it was hi, duty to tell him: but in neither of theſe branches will Dr. H. 
appear tobe guilty even by my Lords own ſhewing. 
And for the fir ft, the Reader may be Þ'eas'd to obſerve that his Lordſhip founds 
is concluſion #rong; inferring that the Prolocutor had prevaricated from the words 
he is confeſs d to have corrected, thoſe of ſetting the Irregularity right; and not from 
thoſe others ſaid upon Recollettion that the Meſſage mig/:t have made mention enough 
of the 1rregularity, and yet had little in it towards ſetting it right. Theſe words 
therefore only the Prolocutor was in ſtrictneſi bound to Juſtify agamſt his Lordſhip, 
and it is evident there was no untruth in them. For he did not ſay the Meſſage was 
concerning the Irregularity only; and concerning the Irregularity ie manifeſtly mas: 
for it aſfirm d theſe two things, that it was Foreign to the Bufineſs propos d, and that 
we were ready in due time to give ſatisfaction concerning it ; and beſides what elſe 
was in that ſnort meſſage, was nothing but what was neceſſary either as an explica- 
tion or a conſequence of the firſt Aſſertion. For the ſpecification of the Book Repre- 
ſented thi unacceptable to ſome of their Lordſhips was neceſſary to ſherr that the re- 
fus'd Repreſentation had no guilt of the ras Sir upon it, and the Prayer that 
Follow'd was but a neceſſary conſequence to that Poſition, that becauſe the Irregularity 


had no connexion with the Repreſentation it ſhould therefore be no hindrance to the cc 
Receiving of it. 791 | 32 ” 

So might Dr. Hooper vindicate his veracity, praying the benefit of his acknowledg'd ; 
Recoletion and Inſiſting on thoſe laſt words mention'd in the Plaint : But if he had 


L 
not at. all recollected himſe , and had fatd nothing more but that the meſſage was rl 
ſomething toſet the Irregalarity right, be could nat even then have been accus of ſaying 
any thing contrary to Truth: for the offer there made of Satisfaction about the Irregu- n 
larit) was apparently and direRlyin order to ſet it Right, and all that was ſayd be fi des 
was certain ſomething in order to ſet it right and nor of another Matter. For as 0 
afterwards the. anſwer exprefly given in concerning. the Irregularity, muſt be om d to 
have ſet it right enough af it prov'dit to be none; ſofor the mean time in this preſent C 
meſſage, ons proper wa) of, ſetting it right was co ſet it afide, and to pray ic mig bi not 1 
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In that anſwer therefore of Dr. Hooper reported by | the Biſhop there appears no 
Untruth; and neither is there any undue concealment of Truth in 1t. For as he was 
not bound to impart the whole of hi Meſſage to my Lord, but had rather fail d in his 
Duty to the Lower Houſe had be dane it; ſo neither did he pretend te be ſe ver y com- 
municative to. his Lordſhip: and in both theſe 2 one would think he 2xpreſs'd him- 
ſelf plain) enough to the Biſhop when he told him, as the words he in bis Lordſhip's 
r That he was to deliver his Melſage to his Grace and mult not drop it at the 

A very indifferent attention to the Meſſage the Doctor deliver d when he tas let 
in, would have clear'd the diſcourſe which paſt d without doors, even as the Biſhop 
relates it, from any prevarication. But nom if we take this ſhort conference as the 
Prolocutor remember dit, and as it was fer dito be juſtify'd by the teſtimony of no 
leſs than eight Reverend Perſons who mere preſent, it ii ſtill much leſs liable to that 
courſe conſtruction. For from the Prolocutor's ſaying firſt that his Meſſage was con» 
cerning the Irregularity, and then afterwards upon Recollection that there was ſome- 
thing —_— it, or as Dr. Bulkley at the ſame time ſpoke, that it was partly 
concerning it: his Lordſhip had but ſmall ground to conclude that there was nothing 
more in it; and when he preſs'd farther and would have known the whole, and had 
this for anſwer that the Meſſage was not to be deliver d there: he oughe certainly to 


have underſt ood that the Prolocutor declin d to explain it fully ro him, and referr'd 


himſelf to the proper place. | 

The Reader may think th Circumſtantial Vindication of the Prolocutor unneceſſary, 
and that the comparing of the Meſſage and the Complaint might have been /afeiy 
left to an Ordinary underſtanding. But by that reaſon the Plaint ought never to have 
been made, or at leaſt after a full diſcuſſion ſet afide. For this Impertinence there- 
fore the World it is hop'd will rather find fault with the Accuſation than with the 
Defence, as it will find no difficulty to decide who has had moſt reaſon to turn Com- 
plainant, Dr. Hooper or My Lord Biſhop of Bangor. 


When We return'd to the Houſe, and what had 
paſs'd was Reported,it was mov'd “ that the Houſe 
« ſhould Reſent the Indignity offer'd to theyr Prolo- 
e eutor in the Execution of his Office, and Return him 
the Thanks of the Whole Houſe, for his great Con- 
duct in the Faithful and Decent Diſcharge of his Of- 
e fice upon all Occaſions. Both theſe offers He with his 
Uſual Modeſty declin'd; and as to the former over- 
rul'd the Houſe : but could not hinder us from retur- 
ning our Thanks to him, MVemine Contradicente. 

THIS day's Proceedings in the Upper Houſe 
did not ſeem to promiſe that theyr Lordſhips would 
eaſily or quickly ſhew the Lower any Favour : but 
it happen'd on the quite contrary that they treated 
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molt obliging. For as ſoon as theyr Parliamen- 
tary Duty requir'd their Attendance, they ſent us 


Notice by theyr Regiſter, defiring withal to know 


S XXVII. 


of us, Mhether we had any thing in readyneſs to 


Offer to 'em before they Adjourn'd ? The Houſe 
receiv'd this Meſſage with incredible Satisfaction, 
and returning theyr moſt ſolemn Thanks for fo great a 
condeſcenſion; humbly begg'd theyr Patience till theyr 
next Meeting; for then, the Papers we deſign'd to 
lay before 'em ſhould be ready for theyr view. 

June the thirteenth was the day appointed by 


Yeneris both Houſes to hold theyr next Seſſion; and the 
Funu 13.Paper of Specialtyes in my Lord of Sarum's Expoſi- 


tion was then, according to Order brought into 
the Lower Houſe, and after ſome ſmall time ſpent 
in the Reading and Examining of it was approv'd : 
but we had not this day an opportunity of præ- 
fznting it to theyr Lordſhips. For the buſineſs of the 
Parliament requiring We præſume at This time more 
than ordinary Diſpatch, theyr Lordſhips were ob- 
lig'd to Adjourn ſomething Earlyer than Uſual, 
and had not time to give us ſuch notice of it as they 
had done the laſt Seſſion-. That neither theyr 
Lordſhips therefore, nor our ſelves might again be 


fo unhappily diſappointed, it was Order'd that The 


next Seſſion, after Prayers, this Paper ſhould be car- 
ry'd up immediately, before we enter'd upon any 
other buſineſs. 


The like Order was made about another Paper 


read and approv'd the fame day. Of which Paper 


and the buſineſs that occaſion'd it, We ſhall Now 
acquit our ſelves of our Promiſe to give an Account. 
I'N our twenty firlt Seffion May 16, where we 


have already taken notice of the unexpected Ab- 


ſetiot 


us the ſame day, in a manner altogether new and 


©—_— we — — Q. — . 4 


A Narrative, &Cc. 


fence of divers of our Members, one of 'em, Dr. 
Verne, without giving any notice to the Houſe, 
went alone to the Jeraſalem- Chamber, and præſen- 
ted an Adareſs in his own Name, and Subſcrib'd 
only by himſelf; but pretending that he was Im- 
powerd by others, to complain againſt the Prolo- 
cutor and the Lower Houſe. 

This Addreſs (a Copy whereof ſhall be præſen- 
ted to the Reader by and by) was receiv'd by his 
Grace, and mention of it was enter'd in the Jour- 
nal of the Upper Houſe, and it was afterwards 
Subſcrib'd by twelve other of our Members. Of 
which the Houſe having receiv*d information, the 
honourable Perſon who præſented it was quzſtion'd 
concerning 1t the next time he appear'd in the 
Houſe May 3o; and what He, and other of the 
Subſcribers, ten of whom were then præſent, thought 
fit to offer in Defence of theyr Procecding was pa- 
tiently heard and anſwer'd. The Debate was pret- 
ty long; and it ended in Dr. Yerzey's obtaining a 
true Copy of his Paper from the Archbiſhop, and 
delivering it to the Houſe, who appointed a Com- 
mittee to conſider it. 

Jane 6, the Committee brought in theyr Report ; 
which the Houſe agreed to with ſome ſmall Amend- 
ment- Then an honourable Member of the Com- 
mittee produc'd another Addreſs in anſwer to Dr. 
Verneys, præpar'd to be præſented to the Upper 
Houſe, if this Houſe ſhould think fit. This Ad- 
dreſs was read immediately, and approv'd by the 
Houſe; and order'd to be carry'd up by the Pro- 
locutor the next Seſſion (which was this of June 13. 
becauſe the Upper Houſe was riſen, and theyr 
Lordſhips were gone to Parliament, before our 
Other buſineſs gave us leave to enter upon This. 
1. Dr. Venen 
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A Narrative, &c. 


Dr. Verney delir'd, that He might have a Copy of 
the Report made by the Committee; but the Houſe 
thought not fit to allow him one, till after theyr 
Addreſs ſhould be preſented. How it happen'd 
that it was not preſented this Seſſion has already been 
related. 


Dr. Verney*s Addreſs to the Archbiſhop. 
May it pleaſe your Grace. 


Am impower'd by. ſeveral Members of the 
Lower Houſe of Convocation, humbly to 
præſent an Addreis to Your Grace, that You 


would be pleas'd not to interpret theyr Abſence 


this day from theyr Attendance in Hens the Se- 
venth's Chappel, as any the leaft diſreſpect of 


Your Grace's Prorogation of the Convocation, 


to which we ſhall, as we are by Law and Con- 


| ſcience bound, always pay due Obedience, and 


which we do apprehend was to this day. And 
the Reaſon upon which we præſume to Abſent 
our ſelves is, Becauſe Your Grace's laſt Proroga- 
tion was not Intimated to the Lower Houſe of 
Convocation by the Prolocutor: whereupon We 
humbly conceive that Should we meet this day, 
and concurr in any Convocational Act, by Vir- 
tue of any other Prorogation than what iſſues 
from Your Grace, We ſhould involve our ſelves 
in a Practice which we utterly diſavow ; and which 
we apprehend would be of dangerous Conſe— 
quence to the Church of Ezg/aza, and the I. Zhts 
of the Convocation of Your Grace's Province of 
Canterbury. And I farther humbly beſeech Your 
Grace, to permit ſuch of our Members of the 
Lower Houſe of Convocation as. ſhall deſire it, 
leave to ſubſcribe theyr Names to this Addreſs; 
to which in all Humility and Sincerity I do ſub- 
« {fribe my own Name this 16th. day of May, 1701. 


Geo. 
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Geo. V. erney Proc, Diæceſ. Linc. 


Will. Stanley, 0. Whitefoot, 
Sam, Freeman, 0. Jeffreys, 

C. Trimnell, Giles Pooley, 
William Sherlock, William Hayley, 
William Beverepe, Jo. Evans, 
Tho. Littel, Nich. Bowchier, 


Our Addreſs by way of Anſwer to this Paper, ſpoke to 
this effect. 

Hat if there had been No formal notice gi- 

ven of theyr Lordſhips Adjournment, yet 
if the Lower Houſe had known of it by any 
Other way, and Met accordingly, they would 
have been Legally Met, to all intents and pur- 
poſes of a Convocational Aſſembly. That this 
appears by the Practice in 1586. and That the 
Addreſſers themſelves without allowing it, can- 
not juſtify theyr Præſence with us on the thirtieth; 
the notice of which days Meeting was not Formal- 
ly given ſo much as to the Projocutor, But was on- 
ly obſcurely ſignify'd to ſome few Members, and 
to them too, only as to Private Men. 

That the Objection hinted at in the Addreſs, of the 
Lower Houſe's Meeting in an Intermediate time, and 
then receiving notice of this Adjournment, is imper- 
tinent: Since it cannot be ſayd or thought, that an 
Aſſembly once Lawfully appointed can become Not 
Lawful by the Summons to it being repeated in an 
Aſſembly eſteem'd Not ſo Lawful. And if either 
theyr Lordſhips, or the Addreſſers themſelves 
thought otherwiſe, How came both of 'em to own 
our laſt Meeting on the thirtieth, as a Lawful 
Meeting, ? 


of troubling theyr Lordſhips w.ta Theyr Fears and 
L 2 Jealoultes 


That if all this be true, thc Addreſſers, initead 
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A Narrative, &c. 


Jealouſies, ſhould have rather apprehended theyr 
want of Duty and Obedience to his Grace's Proroga- 
tion, of which they were not ignorant. 

For if they prætend Ignorance, Firſt, theyr own 
Paper if it does not Confeſs, Betrays the contrary : 
for it ſays They apprehended that to be the day; and 
that they præſum'd to Abſent themſelves. In the 
next place Thoſe of em that fram'd the Paper againſt 
that day, and eſpecially He that brought it to theyr 


Lordſhips Sitting, were not ignorant. Thirdly, 


Such of the Subſcribers as were in the Houſe upon 
May 8. (tor ſome were not) had they ſtay*d, as they 
ought, till the Propoſal made tous by his Grace was 
conſider'd, would have had fufficient notice. For 
Fourthly, Tis certain Dr. Verne and Dr. Trimnel 
had. Dr. Yerney eſpecially muſt allow he had it Au- 
thentically, who was præſent at the publiſhing of it in 
the Upper Houſe by his Grace's command. And 
therefore Fifthly, He was able to inform Dr. Sher- 
lock and Dr. Beverege, who complain they had no no- 
tice In the Houſe on aday when they never came To 
the Houſe: And They when they impower'd Dr. 
Verney to Addreſs in theyr Names, had a proper op- 
portunity of being inform'd by him. 

That theſe things conſider'd, *twill appear that 
Our meeting on the ſixteenth was Duty ful and Regu- 
lar: and that The affected deliberate Abſence of the 
Addreſſers was Irregular; and contrary to theyr Duty 
both to theyr Lordſhips and to Us. 

That farther, ſhould this Addreſs when *twas præ- 
ſented have had the Advantage which it had not, of 
the Hands and the Attendance of All that afterwards. 
tubſcrib'd it; yet for a Few Members to. præferr a 


Clandeſtine complaint againſt an exceeding great Ma- 


jority of the Houſe, without giving any Reaſon, or 
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fo much as Notice of their Diſſatisfaction, was a great 


Offence againſt the Reſpect due from Them to theyr 


Brethren. And that The ſeparation of a Part, fo in- 
conſiderable in reſpect of them they divided from, 
eſpecially when made upon ſuch ſlight and inſufficient 
Reaſons, was Diſorderly, and Deſtructive of our 
Conltiturion, and at 'This time of very Pernicious 


conſequence , as tending to increaſe the Miſunder- 


ſtanding between the two Houſes. 

That in particular, That honorable Perſon who 
Prætending Others had Impower'd him, but Exhi- 
biting no ſuch Power, Præſented an Addreſs ſign'd 
only by himſelf, in which he pray'd Liberty in gene- 
ral for others to fubſcribe, who might Not be of the 
number prætended to Impower him; not only did 
an Action molt injurious to the Houſe he belongs to, 
but too much præſum'd upon theyr Lordſhips : as 
conſtituting himſelf a Public perſon, and without ſut- 
ficient warrant Repræſenting others betore theyr 
Lordſhips; whereas he knew that theyr Lordſhips 
had not yet allow'd the Lower Houſe it felt a libert 
of bringing any thing before them but by tlie Prolo- 
cutor. 

For all which Reaſons it was hambly propos'd to 
theyr Lordſhips Wiſdom and Juſtice, either to Take 
off the memorial of the ſayd Addreſs from theyr Re- 
giſter, or to ſuffer this our Vindication and Complaint 
to be likewiſe Inſerted in it. 

JUNE the twentyeth, the day of our next Seſſion, 
when Prayers were ended, the whole Houſe imme- 


to preſent the Paper of Specialtyes which his Grace 
had requir'd ; and with it, the newly-mention'd Aa- 
dreſs of the Lower Houle in anſwer to that of 
Dr. Verney. 

We 
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We were not apprehenſive that any thing would 
hinder theyr Reception, having Reaſon (as has been 
ſhewn) to believe, that the late ſuppos'd Irregulari- 

ty, the only prætended Obſtacle to a Communica- 

tion between the two Houſes was ſet right. We 
had no Jealouſy that *twas poſſible Dr. Verney might 
have ſtronger Reaſons for Addreſſing than thoſe he 
own'd ; or that the Reparation due to Us for that In- 
jury would by any means be Delay'd ; at a time eſpe- 
cially when to Delay was in effect to Deny it, the 
Prorogation of the Parliament being ev'ry day ex- 
peaed. And the freer We were from all ſuſpicion 
of being once more diſappointed, the more we were 
aſtoniſh'd when his Grace now told us, “ that He and 
« his Brethren would receive Nothing from Us, but 
« what related to the Biſhop of Sa/zsbry's Specialtyes, 
« and that at his requeſt, till the matter relating to the 
« ADJOURNMENTS were adjuſted. What could 
induce him at This time to make This Declaration, 
We preſume not to Determine. We ſhall rather 
chuſe to leave the Reader {who by this time is ſuffi- 
ciently inſtructed) to make his own Judgment upon 
this day's Proceedings: | 


Seſſio On Tweſday June 24, the Parliament was Prorogu'd. 
Mere. Jani And the Convocation likewiſe on the day following, 
25- to which both Houſes had Adjourn'd, was by virtre 


of his Majeſty's Writ Prorogu'd in the Upper Houte 
to the ſeventh day of Auguſt next, by the Biſhop of 
Normich as the Archbiſhops Commiſſary. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


He Reader is deſired to take Notice that the 
following Acts were copyed from ExtraQts ta- 
ken at the beginning of this Convocation, when di- 
vers Circumſtances of this Controverſy were not 
foreſeen; and yet we doubt not but that they are 
exactly tranſcribed, as to the Subſtance and Founda- 
tion upon which our Arguments are built ; but if 
there ſhould happen to be any Variation from the 
Originals in matters of leſs Moment and Conſidera- 
tion, it is to be imputed to our want of Opportuait 
to Correct theſe Extracts by comparing them wit 
the Books belonging to the Lower Houſe whilſt this 
Narrative was drawing : At which time theſe Books 
were wrongfully detained from Us; and though we 
cauſed them to be timely demanded at the Office of 
the Upper Houſe We could not obtain them. 
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NUMB. L 


N Dei Nomine Amen. Nos Richardus permiſſione di- Lower 
vina Petriburgenſis Epiſcopus, Re verendiſſimi in Chri- Houſe 
ſto Patris ac Domini, Domini Thome Providentia Divi-B 


nd Cantuarienſis Archiepiſcopi, totius Angliæ Primatis 
& Metropolitani, præſentis ſacræ Synoat ſive Convocatio- 
nis Prelatorum & Cleri Cantuarienſis Provinciæ Præſi- 
dentis ſive Locumtenentis Commiſſarius five Subſtitu- 
tus ſufficienter & legitime Deputatus, rite procedentes, ean- 
dem ſacram Synodum ſive Convocationem alias uſq; ad & 
in hos diem horas & locum Continuatam & Prorogatam, 
nec non omnia & ſingula Certificatoria hactenus intro- 
ducta, & introducenda, & nom introducta, in eodem ſtatu 
quo nunc ſunt, uſq; ad & in diem Martis, vigeſimum 
quintum diem inſtantis menſis Februarii, inter horas octa- 
z am & undecimam antemeridianas ejuſdem diei, ad & in 
Cameram quandam ſuperiorem, communiter vocaram Je- 
ruſalem Chamber, ad Decanatum Weſt monaſterienſem ſpe- 
ftantem, una cum ulteriort Continuatione &. Prorog atione 
dierum & locorum, ſt oporteat in ea parte fiendis, Contt- 
auamus & Prorogamus iu hits ſcriptis. 


Rich. Petriburg. 
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NUM B. II. 
Ex Inſtru TVM Dei Nomine Amen. Nos Thomas Providentia 
iin f "ps" A 
OMcioDo Divina Cantuarienſis Archiepiſcopus, totius Anglie 


mus Infe- Primas & Metropolitanus , rite & legitime procedentes, 
rioris pr eſentem ſarram Synodum ſive Convocat ionem Prælato- 
rum & Cleri noſtræ Cantuarienſis Provincie, uſq; ad & in 
hos diem horas & locum Continuatam & Prorogatam, nec 
non omnia & ſingula Certiſicatoria, battenus introdutta, 
& introducenda, & nom introducta, in eodem ſtatu quo _- 
nunc ſunt, ad & in diem Veneris, viceſimum ottauum 
diem inſtantis menſis Februarii, inter horas oftavam & 
undecimam ante meridiem ejuſdem diet, in hunc locum, 
una cum nlteriori Continuatione & Prorogatione ajerum 
ex tanc ſequentium, & locorum, ſi oporteat, in ea parte 
ffendis, Continuamus & Prorog amus in his ſcriptis. 


Tho. Cantuar. 
Lecta fuit hæc Shedula in | 

Camera vocat. Jeruſa- 
lem-Chamber 25 die 
Febr. 1700 per Domi- 
num Archiepiſcopum 
ſeas Tho. Fyllotr. 

. | | 


N U M B. III. 


FN Eccleſiaſtical Courts, the Word Intimare is com- 

monly a word of Authority in him that uſes it. 
And often in the Language of Councils, it is in this 
caſe the known Term of the Superior, in whom the 
Power is veſted. An Inſtance of the Popes ſo uſing 
it we meet with, in the Acts of the Council of Con- 


ſtance 


The Appendix. 

ſtance in theſe words. Cum Sanctiſſimus Domi nus noſter 
Dominus Johannes Divina Providentia Papa 2 3.— in- 
diert iterum Generale Concilium hu i uſmodi, celebran- 
dum in hac civitate Conſtant. Prov. Mogunt. in prox. Cal. 
Nov. inc hoand. - INT IMAT de eorundem Fratrum Con- 
ſclio, quod initiabit dictum futurum Conſtantienſe Conci- 
_— Die Sabb. de mane prox, futur. Dat. Cal. No- 
vembr. 


* 
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NUM B. IV. 
Second Convocation in 1640. Seſſ. 4. Nov. 21. 


N this Seſſion, there was nothing tranſacted in 
the Upper Houſe but only a Prorogation by the 
Biſhop of St. Aſaph in theſe words. Prorogando & 
Continuando hujuſmodi Convocationem in ſtatu quo nunc 
eſt, uſq; ad & in diem Mercurit [Nov. 25.) inter horas 
ſecundam & quurtam poſt meridiem, ad hunc locum. 


But in the Lower Houſe Book we find it thus: 


Nov. 21.Coram DOMINIS PRALATIS ET CLE- 
RIS DOMUS INFERIORIS CONYVOCATIONIS , 
Comparuerunt Magiſtri Hurſt Tuckney & Palmer, in quo- 
rum preſentiis, poſt Suffragia in ea parte facta Declara- 
runt & Ordinarunt, "That the Final Deciſion of the 
Choice of Proctors for Lincoln Dioceſs ſhould be ſuſ- 
pended, till the ſecond Seſſion after this. Er tunc, 
Tuckney & Palmer allegarunt ſe habuiſſe nounullos Te- 
ſtes === in Oppido, &c. & petierunt eos adimitti. Unae 
concepts allegatione ex corum ore, dicti I uckney & Palmer 
produxerunt Teſtes, qui ad ſtatim wvoluntarie fuerunt ex- 
aminati, & eorum Examinationes in Scriptis fuerunt re- 
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dactæ * &c. TUNC DOMINIT PROROGA- 
NT ULTERIOREM SESSIONEM, uf; ad G. 
in diem Merc. prox. inter horas 2 & 4 poſt Merid. 
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NUM B. v. 
Firſt Convocation in 1640. S.. 7. Mali 2. 


Othing tranſacted in the Upper Houſe, but on- 


ly a Prorogation (ut ſupra) to Tueſday May 5. 
Ad hunc locum inter horas 2 & 4 poſt merid, 


In the Lower Houſe Book, thus. | 


Die Sabb. May 2. 1640. Dominis Prolocutor apud ejus 
edes in Weſtm". Me-praſente conſtituit & ordinavit Do- 
etorem. Bargrade & Dottorem Nevil, & eorum alterum, 
conjunttim & diviſim, PRO SE, ET EFUS NOMINE 
pro hac Seſſione, ad legendum preces in Dome Inferiori, & 
VOTUM ET SUFFRAGIU0M SUUM REDDERE. 
PRO PROROGATIONE prox. ſequent. &c. Et 


tacta- Declaratione Conſtitutioais hujuſmodi Clero Domas 


Taferioris, Cleri eandem approbarunt & Conſentierunt. Ft 
tunc DOMINIT CONTINUARUNT ETF PRORO- 
GARUNT ulteriorem Seſſionem uſq; ad & in diem Mar- 
tis prox. inter horas 2 & 4 poſt merid. 


f NUM B. VI. 
Second Convocation in 1640. Self. 3. Nov. 14- 


The Upper Houſe Book runs thus. 


Abb, Nov. 14. Reverendiſſimus Continuavit & Pro- 
rogavit, Cc. 2%, ad & in diem Sabb. 21, inſtant &c. 
| At 


The Appendix. 
At the ſame time, the Lower Houſe Book ſays thus. 


Nov, 14. Comparuit Tuckney & alii, & poſt matu- 
ram deliberationem, & c. Dominus continuavit ulteriorem 
deter minat ionem pujus materia die Sabb. prox. 21. jam 
iuſtant. Ad quem diem DOMINI CONTINUA- 
RUNT ulteriorem Seſſioncm, &c. Et Statuerunt, XC. 

So likewiſe Sefſ. 5. Nov. 25. Domini Prorogarunt 
Seſſ. uſq; ad & in diem Sabb. prædict. inter horas predict 
Seſſ. 8. Dec. 5. Quibus, &c. Domini prorograrunt 
uſq; ad 9, Dec. f 

Seſſ. 9. Dec. 9. Poſt preces, &c. Domini continua- 
runt «ſq; ad 12. ejuſaem menſis. 

Seſſ. 10. Dec. 12. Domini prorogarunt /; ad 16. 

Seſſ. 11, Dec. 16. Domini prorogarunt 2% ad 19. 
Juſdem menſis. 


** 
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N UM B. VII. 
Second Convocation in 1640 · Seſſ. 12. Dec. 19. 


| Othing tranſacted in the Upper Houſe be- 


: ſides a formal Prorogation (ut ſupra Num. BJ 
to Wedneſday 13. Jau. prox. 


In the Lower Houſe Book we find it thus: 


Dec. 19. Poſt preces, &c. DOMINI CONTINUA- 
RUNT uſq, ad 23. ejuſdem menſis. 

Dec. 23. prædict (on which day the Lower Houſe 
Sate accordingly, but the upper having been Pro- 
rogu'd to Jan. 13. Sate not at all,) DOMINI CON- 
TINVARUNT Y; AD XIII. JAN, PROX. 
SUB PROTEST ATIONE DE REVOCANDO AC- 
TUM PRADICT. CASU QUO NECESSE FUE- 
RIT INTERIM. | NUMB. 


SD. ET 


VI 
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NUM B. vil. 
Ninth Seſſion of the Council of Trent. 


Acroſancta & Oecumenica Synodus Seſſionem 

ad diem Jovis * 8. Pentecoſtes prox. futur 

Vert ac Prorogat. tamen adjetto quod Terminum 

ipſum ipſa Sancta Synodus pro ejus arbitrio ac voluntate, 

ſicuti Rebus Concilii putaverit expedire, etiam in priva- 

ta Cong regatione, Reſtringere & Imminuere paſit & 
valeat. | 


| So. likewiſe in the Tenth, and in the Twentieth 


Seſſion. 


In the Convocations of Queen Man's Reign, this 
Power was often reſerv'd, as appears by the Ex- 
tracts ſo much valu'd in the Biſhops Reply. E.G. 

Convocatio Sede Vacante A. D. 1554. Seſſ. 4. Quo 
die Præſidens Epiſcopus London. Continuavit hanc Sy- 
nodum ef ron quo nunc eſt, uſq; in diem Veneris, viz. 
7. Decesnb. futur. & in quemlibet diem citra ſaper in- 
timationem. 5 0 

Convocation under Cardinal Pool, A. D. 1557. 
Seſſ. 3. Quo die Veneris, viz. 28. Jan. Epiſcopus Lon- 
don Commiſſar monuit Prelatos Inferioris 
Domus Deinde diftus Locumtenens Ex ＋ . Pa- 
trum Continuavit uſq; ad diem Veneris 4. Feb. ad hunc 
locum: & in quemlibet diem citra (/ Reverendiſſimo vi- 
debitur)- legitim citatioue & admonitione Patribus & 
Clero primo indicandum, &c. | 

Same Convocation; Seſf, 8. Quo die & hora in 
Manuerio Reverendiſſimi apud Lambhith Continua- 
vit in diem Merc. viz. 16. Feb. prox. hora 2. poſt mo 
A. 


Ad Domum Capitularem D. Pauli London. Et in 
quemlibet diem citra ſi opus fuerit, nonitione tamen legi- 
tima Patribus & Clerg primo monuitq; ommuts--- 
ad intereſſendum, &c. 

Accordingly, Sefſ. 9. Die Lune, viz. 14. Feb. (two 
days earlyer than Adjourn'd to) hora 2. poſt merid. 
Prædictus Epiſcopus Commiſſar. & Locum-tenens cum 
Confratribus, de mandato Reverendiſſimi intimatione le- 

itima eis facta, Evocavit Prolocutorem & Clerum, &c. 
hence (by the way) it is obſervable, that Though 
the laſt Adjournment made in the Upper Houſe, 
were to the Chapter-Houle at Pauls expreſly, Yet the 
Lower Houſe this Seſſion met not there, but in ſome 
other Room, from whence they were Evocati by 
the Præſident. 

Again, Sefſ. 16. Quo die Veneris 4+ Martii prædict. 
Locum-tenens continuavit in diem Mercurii & in quem- 
libet diem citra. And aocdrdine 1 

Seſſ. 17. Quo die Martis —— habita prius Intimas 
tione legitima Patribus & Clero dittusReverendiſſimus,&c. 

So lkewiſe in King Henry the Eighth's time, in a 
Convocation held Sede Vacante in 1532. Seſſ. 10. 
Quo die, Continuavit rurſus in diem Veneris, viz. 28. menſis 
Marti, FF ad diem Mercarii nunc proximum, Caſu quo 
interim Epiſcapis, Prelatis, Prolocutori & Clero Inti- 
matio in ea parte facta fuerit. 


6— — 


NUM B. IN. 
Firſt Convocation in 1640. Seſſ. 8. . 
In the Acts of the Upper Houſe. 


9222 May 5. Dominus Sarum C ommiſſarius Pro- 
' rogavit & Continuavit, &c. uſq;, ad & in diem 
Sabb. 9. viz, diem inſtantis menſis Maii, &c. * 
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Sabb, Mali 9. Dominus Sarum Commiſſarius Hujuſ- 
modi Convocationem, &c. uſq, ad & in diem Merc, 13. 


ws | ; : : os, Kg C0 
Mai, &c. Continuavit & Prorogavit. 1 
| [27 ot Fi 

In the Minutes of the Lower Houſe. A 

0 


Mart. Maii 5. Dominus Prolocutor conſtituit (ut ſu- 
pra Num. V.) & tunc Prorogata fuit Seſfio uſq; ad & — 
in diem Veneris prox. Viz, &. diem menſis Maii. 

Die Veneris prædict. Prorogata fuit Saoſſio uſq; ad diem 
Merc. prox. ſequent, viz. 13. diem Matt, &c. 


— 


NUM B. X. 
Convocation in 1586. Second Part. 


O Prolocutor Lane 6. Martii, &c. Quibus, &c. 
comparuerunt Magiſtri D. Powel , Say, Gilpin, 
Weſt, & Maxfeild hujus domus, quibus intimatum fuit 
hujuſmodi Convocationem de manaato & voluntate Re- 
verendiſſimi, &c. eſſe continuand pront revera Conti- 
auata fuit, unde poſtea diſceſſerunt ———- "a 
No Prolocutor Merc. 8. Mart. &c. Quibus, &c. 
comparnerant DM” Marſton, Say, Bynam, Dilworth , 
Studley, Barret, & Maxfeildex Catu Inferiorts Domus, 
C eo quod ſatis bene norunt hajuſmodi Conv. eſſe conti- 
nuat. in diem, CC. poſt aliqualem moram diſceſſerunt. 
No Prolocutor Sabb. 11. Mart. &c. Quibus, &c. 
Comparuerunt M“ Stallard, Weſt Owens & Proctor qui- 
bus ſignificat. fait hujuſmodi Conv, eſſe continuand —— 
ae mandato Rederendiſſimi, &c. prout revera continuata fuit 
per M” Lucam Gilpin, ſufficienter & legitime in ea parte 
dcputatum; ande mox,. ſupranominati ex cetu Inferioris 
Domas diſceſſerunt, n | 
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No Prolocutor Merc. 15. Mart. &c. Quibus, &c. 
comparuerunt M. Byaam (and 13. more) quibus inti- 
mat. fuit hujuſmodi Conv. fore de mandato Reverendiſſi- 
ani continuand. prout revera de certa ſcientia Mei, 
Motarii antedicti, poſtea fic continuata fuit, unde mom 
omnes ſupranominati diſceſſerunt. 


NUM B. XI. 


S to Intermediate Meetings, It is well known 

What the Practice of the Parliament was in 
Elder Times. When the Several Eſtates were aſ- 
ſembled in Full Parliament, and receiv'd the King's 
Commands concerning the Buſineſs which they 
were to Conſider, and were Adjourn'd by him to 
another day of Full Parliament, in which they 
were to meet and give theyr Anſwer ; the Cler- 
gy, and Lords and Commons conlulted in the 
mean time Separately; ſometimes by expreſs Dt- 
rection, and at other times Voluntarily : and theſe 
Intermediate Meetings were as well made uſe of 
for ocher Buſineſs, and whicl of theyr own Mo- 
tion they were to propoſe. 

Inſtances oi this are not neceſſary : but one may 
be ſeen, among the Records in the Appendix to a 
late Book call'd Efſzys concerning the Ballance of 
Power, &c. and tis this. 6. Eaw. III. Part 3. N. 1. 
On Twe/day in Full Paruament the King charg'd 
the Prelates, Earls, Barons, and other Great Men, 
and the Knigits the Shires, and the Commons, 
that having Regard to the Honour and Profit of 


his Reavn — they ſhould give him theyr Coun- 
fel ----- The which Prælates wich the Clergy By 
Themizlves, and the Exris and Barons By Them— 

C ſeives, 
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The Appendix. 
ſelves, and the Knights and Others of the Coun- 
tyes, and the Commons By Themſelves, treated 
and conſulted till I'7/day next (the day aſſign'd for the 
next Seſſion) and then in Full Parliament Each By 
Themſelves, and afterwards All in common An- 
ſwer'd. on | 

The like Intermediate Meetings were held by 
the ſeveral States (if we may fo ſpeak) of Con- 
vocation, between the Seſſions aſſign'd by the 
Archbiſhop, which were the days as it were of 
Full Convocation. The Inſtances we have to pro- 
duce, are ſuch as Private Extras would afford. us, 
or what Dr. Hody has communicated : For the Re- 


Gitters themſelves ſince this Diſpute has been ſtart- 


ed, have been taken from the Office to Lambeth- 
Houſe, and are not to perus'd, without more Trou- 
ble to his Grace's Domelticks, than 'any private 
perſon's Curiolity would allow him to give. 

In the Convocation which Dr. Hody gives us in- 
tire, held in the ſame King's Reign, A. D. 1369. 
the Archbiſhop after having propos'd the King's 
Deſire to his Brethren the Bifhops, the Religious, 
and the [Secular] Clergy, deſires them to with- 
draw , the ſeveral States by themſelves, and 
to Deliberate, and to bring their Reſolu- 
tions the next day, [ the next general Seſfion }] 
which they did. Rogavir Religioſos, quod ſe inſi- 
mul traherent ad aliquam partem FHecleſiæ prædictæ, && 
Clerum ſue Dioceſs. & Provinciæ quod ad aliam par- 
tem ejuſdem Eccleſiæ ſeſe traherent, tractarent && deli- 


 berarent, de Petione praailla -  deliberatione ha- 


bita per eoſdem, ſibi referre & intimare de Voluntate 
eorundem in dicta aomo Capitulari ſuper præmiſſis dis 
eraſtino —— This Inſtance is Expreſs. 


La 
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And the other Intire Convocation which the 
fame Author has publiſh'd of the Year 13 56. will 
we us two more, which by this we may the 
— underſtand. There, when the Clegy in a 
Seſſion May 23. had brought in an Unſatisfactory 
Anſwer to the King's Deſire, the Archbiſhop en- 
treats them to conſider of a Better, Until the next 
day [the next Seſſion] Facta juaſione per Dominium 
Archiep. & alios Epiſcopos ditto Clero, quod conſideratis 
expoſitis ei ex parte Regis, ſuper meliori reſponſione 
deliberarent , US Q; diem Martis tunc craſtinum ; 
idem Dominus Archiep · Concilium Continuadit — 
ad diem prædictum — Where the word USQ; cer- 
tainly imports a Requelt that they would conſult 
in the mean time. And ſuch an Intermediate time 
was as certainly ſuppos'd to be made uſe of, in 
the ſecond day of that Convocation, and. the firſt 
of Buſineſs May 17. the Archbiſhop Adjourning the 
Convocation to the next day, Orders the Clergy 
to propoſe theyr Petitions to him on That day, 
Dominus Archiep. Continuavit Concilium -—= in diem 
craft inum & njunxit Neligioſis & aliis de Clero, 
quod die tunc craſt. prædict. proponerent Petitiones ſuas. 
For theſe Petitions concerning Grievances and Re- 
formation were generally of many Articles, and 
could not be form'd on the ſuddain, while theyr 
Lordſhips were Sitting the next Morning. 

More time was allow'd by Archbiſhop Arunde!! 
for that purpoſe, in his Convocation of 14c6- (as 
we learn from an Extract ot it) for he allows 
four days; and orders the Lower Clergy to meet 
on the Intermediate days about it. 17. Mali, Die 
Lung, archiepiſcopus propter Parliamenti negotia —— 
prorog avuit ad diem Veneris 21, & ademandauit aliis 
Prelatis & Clero, quod ſingulis dicbus interim ad dictum 
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The Appendix. 


locum convenirent, & laborarent circa Reformanda, & 
Articulos conciperent. The Articles of Reformation 
were uſually many in that Archbiſhop's time, 


though he no ill Archbiſhop, and requir'd as he 


might think fome Diligence to Form them againſt 
the next meeting, when he deſir'd to fee them, 
that he and his Brethren might have time to con- 
{ider of them, before the end.of the Convocation, 
which was on the 15th of the next Month. 

From theſe tew Pracedents it is plain, that in 
thoſe times Intermediate Meetings of the Lower 
Clergy between the General Seſſions of Convo- 
cation were Not unuſual: and that they were held 
not only concerning Buſineſs propos'd from the 
King or Archbiſhop, but that which was properly 
to come from Them, as that of Grievances molt 
certainly was. For although they are here ſet up- 
on at the Motion of the Archbiſhop, yet undoubt- 
edly the Clergy might have fall'n upon that work 
at a fit time, without his Special Direction. And 
fo likewiſe, though the Archbiſhop here directs 
the Intermediate time /and otherwiſe the Journal 
of the Upper Houſe was not likely to take no- 
tice of it) yet that Direction mult not be ſuppos'd 
to Licenſe, and to make Lawtul the Uſe of it, but 
only to Urge and Quicken it for Dipatch. The 
Demandavit in the laſt Inſtance wt convenirent, is 
only in order wt: Laborarent circa Reformanda & 
Articulos conciperent : and this Labour about the 
Reformanda, and Framing Articles, is onely in or- 
der to theyr being præſented on the day of the 
next Seſſion. This Præſentment we may well pre- 
ſume to have been the Single Intention of the 
Archbiſhop; and that this Fhraſe was equivalent 
to that before cited, Injunxir quod die criſtino pro- 
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prnerent Petitiones ſuas. And then, the expreſs men- 
tion of Intermediate days in one place, muſt mean no 
more than the Implying of Immediate time in the 
other (either in the laſt mention'd or the other V 
where, if a Licenſe had been wanting for the Uſe of 
it, it would certainly in thoſe Times of Canonical 
Form have been given exprelly. 

Thus it ſeems probable from thoſe few Inſtances: 
we have had the Opportunity of meeting with, thar 
theſe Intermediate Aſſemblings of the Lower Clergy 
were the Practice of thoſe Elder Times : and from 
the ſame Uſage of the Contemporary Parliaments it is 
plainly confirm'd. And of the free Liberty of ſo u- 
{ing the Intervals of Seſſions we may therefore fairl 
underſtand, thoſe words in the Form of Holding a 
Convocation, drawn up in the beginning of Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign: Where, After the manner of Con- 
ſtituting a Prolocutor is declar'd, it follows, Et ſtatins 
edlem Reverenaiſſimis, Axglice ſi placeat, Exponere ſolet 
ulterius beneplacitum ſuum, hortando Clernm, ut de Re- 
bus communib#s quæ Reformatione indigeant CONSUL- 
TENTS REFERANT' DIE STAT UTO: Ac ad huac 
muodum de Selſtone in Seſſiouem Continuabitur Covocitio — 

For here, if not by Common Senſe, yet by what 
we have ſeen as the Reformenda are expreſs'd to be the 
Buſineis of the Convocation, So the Die ſlatuto [the 
next Seſſion] mult be join'd with Referazt, and the 
Conſultent be leſt at large. 

An Example of what is here præſcrib'd, the Jour- 
nal of the Convocation in 1541 (or Ancient Abſtract 
of it) will afford us; which on Jas. 27. is thus ex- 
preſs'd. After it is ſayd that Clerum Vocari juſ- 
lit, & expoſuit eis Rat ificationes [uas, it follows, Prolo- 
cutore Ratificato, Reverendiſſimus expoſuit ex parte Regis, 
quod [ntentio ej us erat, ut Ipſi inter Sefe deliberarent de 
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Reformandis Erroribus, &c. (& ibi tradidit Prolocutori 


quoſdam libros examinanaos) & conſicerent Leges de Si- 
anonia vitanda, & referrent Judicia ſua proxima Seſfione 
3 Febr. For evidently here was more to do, than 
could be Diſpatch'd in the remaining part of this Seſ- 


ſion, or the beginning of the next; and work enough 
for the Intervening time. 


N UM B. XII. 


In the Acts of the Lower Houle in 1586, the laſt Seſ- 
lion betore the Receſs, which was, 


QE. 11. Dec. 2. 1586. In Sacello in Eccleſia D. Pau- 
li, Prolocutor Continuavit hujuſmodt Convocationem 

quoud hanc Domum uſq, in diem Veneris, 17 vis, diem 

menſis Febr. prox. in hoc loco & monuit, &c. 


Here *tis plain that what concern'd the Lower 
Houle was done Vn Sacello, &c. 


The firit Seſſion after the Receſs begins thus. 


Die Yeneris, Feb. 17. 1586+ In Domo Capitulari Ec- 
clejie D. Pauli London. Continuata eft hajuſmodi Convo- 
catio ab ſecundo Decembris in ſtatu quo tunc fuit, uſq, ad 
hos diem horas & locum, Quibus venerabilis Vir M. Mil- 
lielmus Ambre) Commiſſarius Reverendiſſimi, & Autori- 
tate ſufficienti ad hoc fulcitus, Continuavit hujuſmoat 
Convocationem in ſtatu quo nunc eft, uſq, in diem Venerts 
24 Februar. Et prorogavit locum uſq; ad & in Eccleſizm 
Collegiatam Weſt. praſentibus tunc & ibidem wvenerabi- 
tibus Viris, Magiſtris Mulleyns & Walker ex cata Domus 
inferioris, nec non aliis teſtibus. 


Here 


The Appendix. 


Here tis plain that what was now done by 
Dr. Aubrey was done in Domo Capitulzri, &c. 
the Known Room in which the Upper Houſe 
usꝰd to fit. 


„% NUN . 
Convocation in 1689. Acts ol the Upper Houſe. 


Ona Sefſio. Die Lane nono Decembris A. D. 1689-- 
Reverendus Pater Preſes antedict. pro Tribunallt ſe- 
dens --- "Comparu't Decanus Hccleſi Chriſti Oxon, cum 
Fe & produxit [chedulam quandam in ſeriptis concept. — 
& eandem Schedulam legit, & poſtea in mauus— Praæſi- 
dis tradidit. Et tunc - decederunt.. Quibus dect 

fis --- Preſes - cauſas quaſdam - in ſcriptis confici fecit, 
& tunc Decanum, &c. accerſiri juſſit — ſchedulam præ- 
dictamlegit, & dicto Dec ind tradi fecit. El tunc etiam 

Declaravit, quod Apparet per Records Domus Superiorts 
Convocationts, quod quoties & quando aliquid fuit per 
dictam Domum [uferiorem Superiori Domo Convocationis 
propoſit. Prolocutor ſemper comparnit in propria ſua per- 

24, aliis dictæ Domus ſecum comitantibus. Sed ad tol- 
lend. omnes Controver(tas deſuper in futurum, Petiit, ut 
Prolocator & Cælus Domus predict. vellet nominare quæ- 
dam Membra diite Domus tanquam cetus ſclect. ad cumpa- 
rend. hora quinta pomeridiana hujus diet, ad inſpiciend. 

cum Cern ſelect. Epiſcoporum - Recorda predicta, & 
alia ſi que fiat Recorda Convocationts. Eiſq; deceſſis --- 
Præſes una cum, Wc ad Domnm Procerum - adivit. 
Er tunc --- Alaph, Epiſcopus === Præſidis predict, Commiſ- 

far. === jadicraliter ſedebat — & === prædictus Decanus --= 
comparuit, & produit & exhibuit quandam cb, ow 
Aue 


XVI The Appendix. 
dulam . quam leg ebat; & tunc in manus Fpiſcopi Aſaph 
tradidit. Eiſq; dimiſſis, Epiſcopus Aſaph — Prolocu- 
torem accerſiri juſſit — qui === comparuit, & Declara- 

dit Domum Inferiorem Cætum ſelect. ad comparend. hor. & 
loco prædict. ad effect. prædict. nominaſſe. Et tunc --- 
Aſaph. Epiſcopus cum conſenſu, &c. Hanc ſacram Synodum 
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4 ve Convocat ionem ad & in craſtinum diem 

ji Continuavit & Prorogavit prout in Schedula, &c. 
5 an 5 de 
57 1 
1 NUM B. XIV. V 
6 The Anſwer of the Archbiſhop, and his Brethren the Bi- 4 
5 hops, to the Paper brought up by the Prolocutor from 

wm the Lower Houſe upon Saturday April 5. 1701. f 
1 HE Archbiſhop, Præſident of the Convocation f 
i of this Province, and his Brethren the Biſhops K 
P do Declare, that They hold themſelves oblig'd to 
| maintain and præſerve the Ancient Fundamental 
X Conſtitution of the Chriſtian Church ; the Govern- | 


ment and Diſcipline of the Church of Exgland, as 


Now by Law eſtabliſh'd, and all the Ancient Uſages 
of Convocation. | 
And as they will always have a due Regard to the 
Juſt Rights of the Lower Houſe in all /'cints, ſo the 
neither ought nor can depart mom choſe Rights 
which are veſted in Them, by the Con:.utuiion of 
the Catholic Church in General, and ot the C:iurch of 
England in particular : which they find by Imme- 
morial Cuſtom and Practice have belong'd to the 
Archbiſhop and Biſhopsof this Province, and accord- 


ingly have been exercis'd by them in the Upper 
Houle. 


And 
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And therefore the Archbiſhop and Biſhops having 
carefully fearch'd the Regiſters, and followd the Re- 
gular Methods and Prelidents they found therein, 
cannat but take notice, that The Proceedings of the 
Lower Houſe have been Irregular and without Prece- 
dent, in ſundry Particulars. 

Such as 

Theyr appointing Committees of the Whole 
Houſe, which We do not find to have been ever 
done before: and Theyr aſſuming a Power in that 
Houſe to give leave to their Members to be abſent, 
which of Right belongs to the Preſident only. 

But the Inſtances now chiefly to be conſider'd are 
thoſe in the laſt Paper brought up by the Prolocutor. 

Whereas the Archbiſhop and Biſhops had given a 
full and diſtinct Anſwer to every Particular contain'd 
in a ſhort paper brought up by the Prolocutor from 
the Lower Houle concerning Adjournments and Pro- 
rogations: they expected, that Either they would 
have acquieſc'd in that Anſwer, Or ſhew ſome reaſon 
why they would not, by returning at leaſt ſome kind 
of Reply to the Arguments and Authority by which 
that Anſwer was ſupported and confirm'd. | 

The Lower Houſe did neither of theſe; 
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Paper , in which they declare that They but only agreed to 
are come to * Reſolutions and Conclu- ae the Committee 


ſions; and then ſay that They conceive 
thoſe Reſolutions are neceſſary to be main- ſolution. 


call'd, by the uſual 
and proper word Re- 


in'd - a * That the Reaſon 
tain'd : and they 1 Under the wly they could nos 


force of theyr Convictions, depart from g. 


them: and all this || without offering any || Bie defiring t 
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This is a Method altogether New, and ſuch as can 


never make a fair end of any Controverſy. 

The way which They propoſe to put an end to 
the matter is By a free Conference; which it ſeems 
ſtrange they ſhould ask, after theyr having declar'd 
they are come to Reſolutions or Concluſions which 
they conceive neceſſary to be maintain'd. 

'This declaration of theyrs was. very Irregular, if 
the Regular way is that of a free Conterence as they 
call it in the ſame Paper. 1 

But before they had call'd this the Regular way, 
they ought to have {hewn ſome Inſtances of it in for- 


mer Convocations ; where In all the Regiſters there 


does not appear ſo muchas one Inſtance of any Con- 
ference deſir'd by the Lower Houſe. They have in- 
deed been call'd up Ad Colloquium upon occation : And 
ſome here preſent cannot but remember that they 
were ſo call'd up in the Convocation in the year 
1689. by the Biſhop of London being then Preſident 
in the Vacancy of the See of Cazrerbzry. But the 
Conlequences of it were {uch as do by no means in- 
courage the doing of the like at this preſent time. 

But the greatelt Attempt of Innovating upon the 
Conſtitution of the Convocation appears.in. the Con- 
cluſion of that Paper, wherein is expreſs'd, that Ei- 
ther Houſe may make a Receſs during the approach- 
ing Feltival of Eaſter. 

This is a Claim ſo altogether New, that it was ne- 
ver heard of before, and here it ſtands, without any 
Prætence of Law or Uſage to ſupport it. 

But beſides, This is ſuch a manifeſt Violation of 
the Præſident's Authority as cannot be comply'd with, 
or ſuffer'd, without deſtroying the Fundamental 
Conltitution of an Engliſh Convocation. | 
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NU MB. XV, 


The Anſwer of the Archbiſhop and Biſhops to the Re- 
preſentation of the Lower Houſe of Convocation, con- 
ceraing Toland's and other Boobs. 


Pon our conſulting with Counſel learned in the 
Law concerning Heretical, Impious, and Im- 
moral Books, and particularly concerning a Bool 
of Tolaud's ſent up to Us from the Lower Houſe; 
We do not find, How without a Licenſe from the 
King, which we have yet not receiv'd, We can have 
ſufficient Authority to Cenſure Judicially any ſuch 
Books: but on the contrary we are advis'd, that By 
ſo doing, Both Houſes. of Convocation may incurr 
the Penaltyes of the Statute of 25 H. 8. 


NUM B. XVI. 


To his Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, aa 
the Reverend Biſhops his Suffragans. May 30: | 


E whoſe Names are underwritten, do humbly 

beg leave to repreſent to Your Grace, that 
whereas we did move in the Lower Houle of Convo- 
cation, that we might enter our Proteſtation againtt 
all Intermediate Seſſions of the Lower Houſe be- 
twixt Your Grace's ordinary Prorogations, The 
Queſtion being put upon the ſaid Motion, it paſs'd a- 
gainſt us in the Negative. And a farther Motion 
being made, and the Queſtion put, Whether ihe 
D 2 ale 
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ſaid Vote ſhould be Regiſter'd, it likewiſe paſs'd 
againſt us, that it hould not be Regiſter'd at Vet. 

Whereupon We humbly beg leave, that We may 
be admitted to enter our Proteſtations againſt all ſuch 
Intermediate Seſſions. 


William Sherlock, Dean of St. Paul's. 
George Verney, Proc. Diæc. Linc. 

J. Wichart, Dean of Minton. 

Sa. Freeman, Dean of Peterb. 

Geo, Bull, Arch-Deacon of Landaff. 

Will. Stanley, Arch-Deacon of London. 

Jo. Jeffery, Arch-Deacon of Norwich. 

Charles Trimnell, Arch-Deacon of Norfolk. 
Richard Bowchier, Arch-Deacon of Lewis. 

John Evans, Proctor for the Dioceſs of Bangor. 
John Whitefoot, Proctor for the Dioceſs of Norwich. 
Giles Pooley, Proct. for the Dioceſs of Bath and Wells. 
Thomas Littel, Proct. for the Churchof Norwich. 


—— 
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Hat the Lower Clergy in 1640, appointed 

two Intermediate Seſſions, one in May, ano- 
ther in December, 1s indiſputably certain, if the Ori- 
ginal Journals of the two Houſes are of any credit. 
Leaſt they ſhould be fo, the Letter tryes to confront 
em with private accounts Writ by Fuller and Heylin, 
which Hey{zz never thought of any thing leſs than 
of agreeing with Fuller, in any point of Church-Hz- 
ftory. But inſtead of refletting on the Story given 
us in the Letter, I ſhall offer to the Reader what I 
think more probable: which if it be admitted will 
make it plain, that the Clergy were in no ſuch Tal- 
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ings as the Letter ſuggeſts, but acted very rationally 
and conſiſtently in all theyr Proceedings. 

It is not doubted but on Mays. 1640. the King diſ- 
ſolv'd the Parliament in the Morning: and Archbi— 
ſhop Laud ſays in the Hiſtory of his Troubles, p. 79. 
He had fent to diſſolve the Convocation, at their next 
Sitting (which was the ſame May 5. in the Afﬀter- 
noon, as appears by the Journals) but adds that He 
Forgot he was to have the King's Writ, for Diſſolving as 
well as for Conveniag it; and that Mord of this was 
broug ht him from the Convocation-Honſe, while he was 
fitting in Council, his Majeſty prafent : which Council 
therefore I ſuppoſe was held the fame May 5. in the 
Afternoon. He adds moreover that en the Council 
roſe, (the Convocation probably {till Sitting to ex- 
pect the Archbiſhop's TG) he »ov'd his Majeſty for 
a Writ: and his Majelty told him, that having ad- 
visd with the Lord Keeper He reſolv'd the Convo- 
cation ſhould Sit on. Of this, the Archbiſhop pro- 
bably gave the Convocation notice, and directed the 
Upper Houle to Adjourn ſas they did) to May 9. For 
they could not proceed to Buſineſs till they had a new 
Licenſe, theyr old one expiring with the Parliament: 
which particularity (though omitted in his Grace's 
Hiſtory) we are ſufficiently aſſur'd of from other 
hands: and have reaſon to believe that the Adjourn- 
ment was therefore order'd, while the New Li- 
cenſe was præparing. But the Lower Houle, many 
of 'em doubting the Legality of their Sitting and 
Acting after the Parliament was Diſſolv'd, Adjourn'd 
(not to May . the Upper-Houſe day, but) to May 8. 
the day before it, in order to Debate among them- 
ſelves What was fit ro be done; Whether they 
ſhould venture to Sit on; and if not, to draw up 
theyr Reaſons for Refuſing, againſt che day . 
15 
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This I offer to the Reader, as no improbable Conje- 
ture in a caſe wherein I have met with nothing cer- 
tain, either in our own Journals, or the Publick 
Papers of thoſe Times. 

I muſt make the ſame Apology for that I am 
about to add, that though we are not abſolutely 
certain, we have reaſon to believe, that before this 
May 8. both Houſes might have Notice, either from 
the Archbiſhop or the Office, that their Licenſe 
would not be ready (as de facto it was not) till 
May 12. and that for this reaſon they Adjourn'd both 
of *em to the thirteenth ; and this by Conlent, as 
I ſuppoſe, becauſe no Buſineſs Could be done in 
Either Houle till they had their New Licenle. 

This Licenſe was iſſu'd May 12. on the thirteenth 
Both Houſes met: But ſtill the Members of the 
Lower Houſe were not all of 'em fully ſatisfy'd, 
they might Sit and Act: for this his Grace takes no- 
tice of in his Hiſtory p. 80. And perhaps it was for 
this Reaſon, that ſuch Acts of the Lower Houſe as rela- 
ted to theyr Privileges were this day read, as our Extracts 
lay they were; and theſe too not giving full fatis- 
faction, the Lord Keeper with ſix other Eminent 
Lawyers deliver'd theyr Judgment in a Paper 
which they ſign'd May 14. And this Paper being 
brought into the Convocation the day following, The 
Judgment of theſe great Lawyers, ſays the Archbi- 
Ps p. 80. Settled both Houſes, and ſo they pro- 
ceeded in theyr Buſineſs, 

I hope it will be eaſier to the Reader to allow this 
Account, though fo much of it be Conjectural, than 
tor the fake of other, and thoſe more improbable 
Conjectures, to falſify the Credit of Authentick Jour- 
nals; or believe a whole Houle of Con vocation were 
ſo 
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ſo forſaken even of Common Senſe, as to act by ſuch 
Meaſures as the Letter has devis'd for 'em. 

No for che other Intermediate Seſſion appointed 
in Deceneber following, it were eaſy if it were but as 
neceſſary to give an account of it, by conſidering 
what the Parliament was doing at the fame time. But 
let it ſuffice, that we may take it on the credit of our 
Minutes, that the Lower Houle appointed ſuch a 
Meeting; and when they met made ſuch a Proteſtation 
as aſſures us they Conlider'd what they Did. For a- 
gainſt theſe Minutes (at leaſt this particular part of 
em) nothing yet has been objected that is worth re- 

arding» The Lecer-writer neither contronts 'em 
with the Regiſter of the Upper Houſe, nor fo much 
as with a motley ſtory out of Fuller and Heylin. He 
has indeed made a ſhift to ſhew us, How the Act a— 
ry had he been either Fool or Knave enough, Ah. 
have ſham'd Polterity with a falſe account of theſe 
Meetings; but to prove he Actually Did fo, he ot- 
ters not a Syllable. And where he makes his nice 
obſervations upon Breaks and Capitals, and the Co- 
lour of Ink, it would not have been quite fo Acute, 
but it would been a great deal Honeſter to have told 
us this plain truth, that the Ink keeps its colour, the 
Breaks are regular, and the Capitals in theyr proper 
places, in all thoſe particular Minutes that concern 
the Controverted Seſſions. And for this among other 
Reaſons I joyn with him in wing, that his Conn- 
trey-friend could but have an opportauity to ſee thiſc 
Minutes; tor then too he would plainly perceive that 
Not the Actuary, but I hey that writ the Biſhops pa- 
pers, and his City-friend that writ out of *em, were 
miſtaken in the counting of the Seſſions. ; : 

But after all it mult not be diſſembled, that rhe 
Writer of theſe Minutes has committed One * 
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for it is no more to write Wedneſday November the ſe- 
venteenth, and conſequently Tweſday the ſixteenth. 
For this, I ſhall make no other Apology, but that I 
believe it was a Caſual miſtake, for which it would 
be very ſevere Quite to ruine the Reputation of an 
honeſt and an able Actuary. Acts for Minutes is as 
reat a miſtake as ſeventeenth for eighteenth, and I 
ope as caſual; and ſo there will be every where 
Room for the Reader's Mercy. And I doubt not but 
both theyr Lordſhips and the Writer of the Letter too 
will incline to judge candidly ; ſince in theyr own Pa- 


pers, if there are no Caſual Miſtakes, *tis evident 
there's abundance of Wilfull ones. 
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